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SUCH is tb0 Malignity of Man^s Nature in bis 
fallen State^ and Jb averfe is be from walking 
in the ftraigbt andeTsen PatbofTrutb^ that at every 
Turn he is inclinable to lean either to the right 
Hand or to the left ; 'jea^ fuch as by the Work of 
Qo£s Grace in their HeartSy and powerful Opera^ 
fyn of Ins Spirit have obtained an Entrance in tins 
Way^ are daily molejiedy Snd fet upon on all Hands ; 
fime ftriving to draw them the one Way^ fome the 
\ ether: And if through the Power of God they be » 
hipt faithful and liable^ then are they calumniated 
M both Sides \ each likening or comparing them to 
tie vmfi of thev" Enemies. 

Tboje ttkit are acquainted with the Holy Scrip- 
tures^ may objerve this to be the Lot of the Saints 
m all Ages ; but efpecially thoje^ whofe Place it hath 
teen to reform and reftore the Ruins of the Houfe 
ef God^ when decayed^ or any conjiderable 7ime 
. have b^en liable to fuch Cenfures: Hence thofe that 
fet about Repairing of the Walls of Jerufalem, were 
nec^itated to work with the one Hand^ and defend 
mtb the other. 

Chriji is accufed of the Jews as a Samaritan ; 

etnd by the Samaritans quarrelled for being a Jpw. 

I The Apoftle Pad is wtipped and imprijbned by the 

\^ Gentiles^ 



2>^ 
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Gentiles, and upbraided with being a Jew, and 
Uaehing their Cufloms y the fame Paul is haled and 
ready to be killed by the Jews, for breaking the Law^ 
and defiling the Temple wkb the Gentiles. The like 
hath alfo befallen theCe faithful fVitneffes and Mef 
Jh^trsy %f;bom God has raifed up in this Day to witt^fi 
fir his Truths which hath long been in a great Mea^ 
fitre bid \^ but now is again revealed^ and many brought 
ia be fVitnedes of it^ who thereby are come to walk in 
the Light of the Lord. 

This People thus gathered^ have not wanted tbofe 
Trials^ that ufually accompany the Church of Cbttft^ 
hath en the right Hand and on the left •, each Cba- 
raSerizing them in fuch Terms^ as they have judged 
w»kld prove moft to their Difadtantage. FrofH 
vbftfce^ as the Tejlimony of the falfe fVitneffes againfi 
their Lord did not agree^ neither do tbefe againfi 
ns^ fame zvill have us to be fcolifhj mad Creatitres ; 
^hers to be deep^ Jubtile Politicians ; * fome to be 
illiterate^ ignorant Fellows ; others to be learned^ 
€un?iij7g Jefuits^ under a meer Vvzxard : Div&r 
Prafejfors will have us to be only Penftoners of the 
l^ope, undoubtedly Papifts ; but the Papifts abhor 
its as Herericks: Sometimes we are a difbrderly^ 
confufed Rabble^ leaving every one to do as they Kfi^ 
againfi all good Order and Government ; at othet 
Times we are fo much for Orders as wt admit itot 
Men to exercife the ^Liberty of tbeif own Judgments. 
Thus are our Reputations tojjed by the Envy of our 
Adverfaries ; which yet cannot biit have this Effedt 
ttpon fober- minded People^ as to fee- whdt Malice 
toorks againfi us ; and how theje Men^ by their con^ 
tradiElory Affertions concerning usj fave us the Pains^ 
while they refute ond another^ 

True 



* John Owen charges us with fo much Ignorance, tliat thp* 
he writes againft us in Latin, he fears we will not underftand it. 
And Thomas Daufon, about the fame Time, acciifes us of be- 
wg Jefuitsi lent from Abroad under this Vizzard* 
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7ru€ it iSj we have laboured to taalk amidji ibtfk 
Exiremities % and upon our appearing for the Truths 
fv^ have found Things good in them/elves abufed cm 
hotb Hands : For fucb hath always been the tVark if 
un Apoftacy^ to keep up the Shadow of certain truths \ 
that there- through they might Jhelter other Evils. Thus, 
fbe Jcyi% made Ufe of the Law and the Prophets t9 
vindicate their Abufes ; yea^ and to erucify Chrift : 
And bow much many Chriftians abuje the Scriptures^ 
and the Traditions of the Apoftles^ to uphold Things 
quite contrary to i/, will in the general be readily ac^ 
knowledgedby mofi. 

But to defend more particularly ; there he two Tbingi 
tfpecially^ both of which in their Primitive Ufe were 
appointed^ and did very much contribute towards the 
Edification of the Church : The one isj 

The Power and Authority, which the Apoftlc$ !• 
had given thera pf Chrift, for the gathering, build- 
ing up, and governing of his Church ; by Virtue of ^ 
which Power and Authority they alfo wrote the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Tbie other is,, That Privilege given to cvoy •• 
Cbri/Han under the Gofpel, to be led and guidc4 • 
by the Spirit of Chrift, and to be taught thereof aa 
all Things. 

NoWj both theje in the Primitive Church wrought 
^teSiualiy towards the fame End of Edification ; and 
did^ dj^ in their Nature they may^ and in their Ufe theyi 
ought to dQ\ in a good Harmony very well conftfi ioge^ 
ther : But by the fVorkings of Satan ^ and Perverfneji 
of Men^ they are made to fight agai/ift and dejlroy on^ 
another. For on the one Hand th^ ^ihgrity an4 
Power J that reftded in the ApoftleSj while it is. annex^ 
id and entailed to an outward Ordination and Succffji^ 
on of. Teachers^ is made Ufe. of to cloak and iioper all 
Manner of Abufes^ even the Height of Idolatry and 
Superjlition. For by Virtue of this Succejfwn^ thefi 
^Mm elaimng the like Infallibility^ that was in the 
'/Sfpojlles^f though they be Strangers to apy inward fFork^^ 
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if Mamfefiation rf the Spirk in their Hearts^ wUl 
needs oblige all others to acfuiefee and agree to their 
Conclujions^ however Afferent from^ or contrary to the 
Truths of the Go/pel ; and yet for any to call fitcb, 
Concbijions in ^eftion^ or examine tbem^ is no left 
than a hainous Herefy^ defervit^ Deaths Sec. Or 
while the Revelation of Go£s Mind is wholly bound i^ 
to thefe Things already delivered in the Scriptures^ as 
if God hadfpoke his fafi Words there to bis People *, 
we are put with our own natural Underfiandings to de^ 
bate about the Meanings of it^ and forced to interpret 
them not as they plainly fpeaky but according to the Ana^ 
logy of a certain Faith made by Men, not Jo much con- 
trived to anjwer the Scriptures^ as the Scriptures ate 
grained to vindicate it : H^hich to doubt of is al/o counted 
Herejyy deferving no lefs than Ejeffion out of our Na^ 
tfve Cmntry^ and to be robbed of the common Ad our 
Nativity entitles us to. And on this Hand, we may 
hldly fay J both Papifts and Proteilancs have gr^aiy 
^ne aftde. 

On the other Hand, fome are fo great Pretenders to 
Inward Motions and Revelations of the Spirit^ that 
there are no Extravagances fo wild, which they will 
not cloak with it ; andfb much are they for every one^ 
following their own Mind, as can admit of no Chrif- 
tian Felldwflnp and Community^ mr of that good. 
Order and DiJcipHnCj which the Church of Cbrifi 
never, was ^ nor never can be^ without. This gives an 
open poor to all Libertini/m, and brings great Re- 
proach to tl>e, Chrijftian Faith. And on this Hand have 
foully fallen the Qcrman Anabaptifts, fo called., John 
of Leyckh Knipperdplliiig, Qc, in cafe thefe mon- 
flrous Things committed hy them be fuch as they are re-- 
hied, and fome more mpdnjrate of that Kind have been 
found among the P^k in England, called Ranters ; 

as 






^ So faith Tame9 Durham, a noted Man among the Pi€(by« 
ferians, Inlii^Expofitipn upon the Reve1ation5t 
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Hi a is true^ the People called Quakers bai^e been 
traniied wUb htb <f ibefe Extnam : It is as trui^ 
it bath been^ and is their fVork to avtndtbem ; and to 
he found in that even and good Path of the Primitive 
Churchy where all were^ no doubt, led 4snd a&ed by 
4U Hdtjf spirit i and mkht all have pfophefieA one kf 
ime ; and 'jet tbete was a SubjeSion if the Prophets^ 
to the Spirits of the Prophets There was an Authority 
fome bad in the Church, and yet it was for Edification^ 
4H4 n^ for TH^ru^Ufn: ^fhfre w^s an Obodie^o ^ 
ihe Lord tofucb as were fet o^er-g and a being taught 
by fucb, and yet a knowing of the Inward Anointings 
^ which each IndifoidHal wets to ke led into all Truth. 
The ff^ork and Teftimony the Lord hath givoM: us is^ to 
rejlore this again^ and to fet both tbefe in their right 
i^l0ce\ uiitl^i fau/ff^ thm to d^roy^n^ amber. To 
manifeft bow this is ^complifbed^ and accomptifi^g 
among usj is Jibe Buftnefs of this Treatife y wtricb^ t 
b^y wiH givefime Satirfa&iim $o Men of Jbber Judg^ 
tnenisy and impartial and unprqudicate Spirits \ and ^ 
m^y be made ufeful in the good Hand of the Lord^ to 
€Of^irm afid efiab\kfb Friends aptinfi their prefent Ofp^ 
fers ; which is mainly intendeaand earnefily frayed for 
by 
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Treatife. 



Seftion IL- Concerning the Ground and Caufe of this 
Gontroverfy. 

Seftidn III. Whether there be any Order or Govern^ 
tnent in the Church of Chriji. 

Seftion IV. Of the Order and Government we plead 
for. 

Se<£tion V. In what Cafes ^ and how far ^ this Gtfdern- 
ment extends. 

Sedion VL How far this Government extends in 
Matters Spiritual and purely Confcientious . 

Sedion VII. Concerning the Power of Decifwn. 

Seftion VIII. Ho*!i) this Government altogether differeth 
from the opprefftng and perjecuting Principality of 
the Church of Rome, and other Antichriftian Af 
femhlies. 

The Conch f: on. 



THE 



} '. 



•- f * . 



T HE 



A N A R C H Y 



OF THE 



R A N T E R S, &c. 



T"^ 



Section I. 
The Introduction and Method of this Tireatift. 

AFTER that the Lord God in his own The End or 
appointed Time had fcjen meet to put an ^ ^£^ 
End to the Difpenfation of the Law» which aing o^c 
was. delivered to the Children of. Ifrael by theS*^^^^ 
Miniftry of Mojes ; through and by whom he did recited^ 
communicate unto them in the Wildernefe from 
Mount Sinai divers Commandments, Ordinances, 
A ppointments, and Obfcrvations, according as they, 
are teftified in the Writings of the Law ; it jplealed. 
him to fend his own Son the Lord Jefus Chrift in thq, 
Fulnefs of Time, who having perteftly fulfilled the 
Law and the Righteou fnefe thereof, gave Witnefs ta, 
the Difpenfation of the Gofpel. And having ap- 
proved himfclf, and the Excellency of his Doftrine, 
by many great and wonderful Signs and Miracles, 
he fealed it with his Blood.; and triumphing over n 
Death, of which it was impofljble f6r him to be ? 
held, he cherifhed and enoouraged his defpifed 
Witneffcs, who had belie^sed in him, in that he; 
appeared to them, after he was raifed from the 
Pcad J comforting them with the Hope and Af-j. 

B 2 furanoe 
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furance of the pouring forth of his Spirit* by which 
tfaiey were co be led ftml ordered in til ThingjB \ in 
and by which he was to be with them to the End 
of the Worid, not fuflfering the Gates of Hell to 
prerail agai;)ft them. By which Spirit come upr 
on them, lilcy beiAg filled, were emboldened xb 
preach the Gofpel without Fear ; and in a (horc 
Time ThouCinds were added to the Church ; and 
the Multitude of them that believed were of one 
Heart a{)d of one Soul, and sreat ^ove and Zeal 
prevailed* and there was nothing lacking for a 
Seafon. 
ThcdWtfs But ati that were caught in the Net, did not 
^ortt of prove good and wholefom FiQi ; fome were again 
wereaUcdCo bc caft into that Ocean from whence they were 
In the Apo-drawn : Of thofe many that were called, all 
^ ^^ proved not chofcn Veflcls fit lor the Maftcr*s Ufe , 
and of all that were brought into the great Sup- 
per, and Marriage of the King's Son, tnere were 
that were found without the Wedding-Garment, 
Sottib itiade a iShew for a Seafon, and afterwards 
felt aVjray ; there were that drew back j there 
were that made Shipwrack of Faith, and of a 
good Confciencc. There were not only fuch as 
did backflide themfeWcs, but fought to draw 
others into the feme Perdition with thcmfelves^ 
fcekihg to overturn their Faith alfo: Yea, there 
were that brought in damoable Hcrefies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. And alfo 
of thofe Members that became not wholly corrupt, 
(for fome were never again reftored by Repent- 
ance:) There were that were weak, and fickly, 
and young ; fome were to be fed with Milk, and 
hot with ftrong Meat; fome were to be purged, 
when the old Leaven received any Place; and 
fome to be cut oiBF for a Seafon, to be (hut out, as 
it were, of the Camp for a Time, until their Le- 
profy were heakd, and then to be received in 
again. 

'Moreover 
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MufKoircr to to Outward^ thfm ^iirai the Cafe Pf *t^rwA^ 
tk Pter, ef the Widcrw, cf tbc Fadibrieis, of tb<! fo u^"^ 
Stmo|p», i^c. Therttorc the Loid Jcfut Chrift, gS fa'tiSf 
who is;{he H«id bf the Body, die Churchy forowmrd.' 
the Church ui the Body of Chrift, and the Saints aie 
the kvetd Memben of that Body, knownig in 
his infinite Wlldofn^ what was needful for the good 
ovdering and difpofing all Things in their proper 
Pfaice« and for fii^eienring and keeping all Ttungi 
in their rs^t Station^ did in the Diipenlation and 
CbOfimtmication of his holy Spirit minifter unto 
erery Member a Meafure of the fame Spirit, yee 
divers, according to Operation, for the Eldification 
of the Body, Ibme Apoftles, Xoroe Teacbm, ibnne 
JF^ors, fome Elders : There are okl Men, there 
are young Men, there are Babes. For all ars 
not Apoftles, neither are all Elders, neither arc 
all'Babesi yet are all Members: And as fuch, 
all have a Senfe and Feeling of the Life of the 
Body, which irom the H^ flows unto all the 
Body, as the Ointment of AarotC% Beard unto 
the Skte of his Garment. And every Member Itai 
its Place and Station in the Body, fo long as it keeps 
in the Life of the Bcxly ; and all have need one of 
another : Yet is no Member to aflume another Place 
in the Body, than God has given it; nor yet to 
grudge or repine its Fellow-Member*s Place ; but 
to be content with its own: For the uncomely 
Parts are no h;(s needful than the comely \ and the . 
lc(s honourable than the more honourable ; which 
the Apoftle Paul holds forth in i Cor. xii. from 
Verfe 13, to 30, 

Now the Ground of all Schifms, Dividons or The 
Rents in the Body is, whenas any Member affumcsJSJSJtBj' 
another Place than is allotted it ; or being gone Diviaoos. 
from the Life and Unity of the Body, and loof. 
ing the Senfe of it, lets in the Murmurer, the Eye 
that watches for Evil, and not in holy Care over 
its Felbw- Members : And then, inftead of com* 

ing 
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ing down to Judgment in itfclf, will ftand-up and 
• judge its Fellow-Members, yea,- the whoje Body,' • 
or thofe whom God has fet in ainore honourable, 
and eminent Place in the . Body rthan^ritfeif.- 
Such fuffer not the. Word of Exhortation.; and t 
term the Reproofs of Inftrudtion, which: is the 
Way of Life, Impofition and Oppreffion, and are 
npt aiyare how far they are in the Things they, 
condemn others for ; while they fpare not to re- 
piroye.and reviic alK their Fellow- Members : Yet . 
it! they be but.admoniftied themfelves, they cry. 
out, as if their great Charter ot Gofpel Liberty was 
broken. 
The Sub- Now, though fuch, and the Spirit by which 
iityofihatrbey are afted, be fufficiently feen and felt by, 
^'**- Thou&nds, whofe Hearts God has fo eftablifticd; 
as they, are out of Danger of being intangled m 
tliat Snare ; and who have Power and Strength in 
themfelves to judge that Spirit, even in its mod 
fubtile: Appearances : . Yet there are, who cannot 
fo well witliftand the Subtilty and feeming Since-, 
rity. fome fuch pretend to, though in Meafure 
they have a Si^t of them ; and others, that 
cannot fo rightly diftinguifh between the Preci- 
ous nnd the Vile ; and fome there are that thro*- 
Weaknefs, and Want of true Difcerning, may be 
deceived,, and the Simplicity in them betrayed 
for a Seafon, as it is written, With fair Speeches 
andfmooth fVords tbey deceive the Hearts of the Sim- 
ple, 

Therefore, having according to my Meafure, 
received an Opening in my Underftanding as to 
-thefe Things, from the Light of the Lord, and 
having been for fome Time under ^the weighty 
Senfe of them, I find at this Inftant a Freedom 
to commit them to Writing, for the more Uni- 
verfdl Benefit and Edification of the Church of 
Chrift. 

Now, 



%• 



i. 



•> N0W9 for the imore plain aad clear opening 'and The Heads 
underftajiding. of thefe Things, it is fit to.'fum up^'?a««* o^» 
this. Treatife in, thcfc • following general Headsj tb*"^* 
fae'COhfideredof: . .: -r'^ - » -- 

JFirft,- From whence the Ground and Caufe of thfe I. 
iGtmtroverfjr is, chd Kifc and Root of it. . »^. 

Secondly, Whether there be now any Order and If. 
GliTcrainefti in ihij Church <)f':Ghrifc.^ / «. -^ 
' /^Thirdly,'. What^fexhc Ordtr and Government HL 
iffhich v?e plead for.:; In.whatCafesy and how far.!: 
^a^'jextendi . In whon^^tbe Power decifllvie is, an^ ^ 
faowt it diSereth : And is wholly another, than dip 
Ic^prefilpg and perlccuting Frinctpaiity of ihe Chutd^ 
xA)Rame;g and other 'An tichriftiattAfletnbSieSiJ? i..'t 

■ , f . -• 
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EC T I ON JL 

.Cdncerning the i Ground and ^Cauje of this- 
^^i ^€ O N'T R JO V E'R SY. ' 

H E. N. A^fi the Lord God • by his mighty The firft 
' Power begail to vifit; the Nations with the^fjhehfa- 
Dawniiig of his heavenly Day, for thus I write ua- ^f^^P^^^ 
to thbfc that have received and believed. the Truth, defcrlbed. 
and that- he fent forth- his Inftruments, whom he 
had fitted and prepared for his Work, having fu- 
fliioncd them not according, to thd Wifdom and 
Will, of JMan,. but to his own heavenly Wifdom 
and: Counfel, they -.went forth and preached the 
Gofpel in the Evidence and- Demonftration of the And break- 
Spirit: Not in the enticing Words of Man's Wii- »^s ^^«^- 
dom; but in Appearance as Fools, and mad, to 
thofe that judged luf^ordingvto Mao. But their 
Words and Tcftirtiony pierced * through into the 
inner. Man in the Heart, and reached to that of 
GoJ in tha Confcifipce ;: whereby /as .many ^as were 
fihipje-hearted, and waited for the Redemption 

of 
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df their SouU> iecwtA dMn a the M^flen^rs of 
die Mdft High God ; tnd chdr Wdrds wmr imw 
cheoif not as the Words of Men, but as the Woids 
of God : For tn the receiving ami embruin^ tlii 
Teftiinony of Truth through them, they ink thdr 
Souls eafedt and the acceptable Day began to daiif* 
bi and upon them. 

Now ;what Evidettce brought thele Men to tsakk 
their Teftimony to be fecelvad? VM they eaifce^ 
Did ihey flatter? Did they daub up? Didctey 
omch liberty to the FleAt or VVill <tf Afanf 
flay verily^ they v&d no Jliich Method: Thdr 
"Words were as Thunderbolts, knocking demi mU 
that Oood in their W^ty, and pouring downi me 
JucfemcoC of God upon the H^ of the Tranf- 

ffidfir xvery where. Did they ^e ibc ^JEcalous 

Profeflbr more than the open Prophane ? Nay ve- 
rily,^ they condequied equally the Hypocrify of the 
one, as well as the PrbphaniCy of the other ; yet 
wanted! they not Regard co the tender Secdakid 
Plant of God ip either. Did Chey gii^e W>iy ? Did 
they yield to the Wifdom of Man ? To the Dc- 
cei^ulnefi of the Serpent, that trould reafbn Tf}^ 
for themfelves, iayiqg, I muft fiay till I be cdAVf n* 
ced of this and that, md the other Thing; I fee not 
this to be wrong, or the other Thins to be mf Doty ? 
How did they knock down this Manner of Rea- 
foiing by the Spirit of QcA, which wrought migh- 
tily in them, fhewing and holding forth, that this 
is the Day ol the Lwd that is dawned % that all afe 
invited to come ; that none ought to tarry behkid; 
that that which ib plcsadeth, is the fame Spirit, 
which of old Time £iid in thefe that were invited, 
I canMt come yeij I muftjlrfi marty a fVifi ; I muft 
go prove my Toke of Osien ; I muft go Vifii mf Pojfy- 
Jions ; let me firfi bury my dead Ruber. Did not the 
Lord through them teftify and declare againft 
thefe Things ? And is there not a Qoud of Wit- 

neiirs. 
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. ncflcs, who felt the Enemy thus reafoning to keep 
us in the Forms, Fellowfliips, falfc Worftiips, and 
foolifti Fafhions of this World ? But we felt, as 
we were obedient, all thefe Things to be for Con- 

'demnation j and that, as we obeyed the pure Ma- 
nifeftation of the Light of Jefus in our Hearts# 
there was no Hefitation. We might and fhould 
have parted with all thofe Things at the firft ; 

.and wliat occafioned fuch Scruples, was but that 
which drew back, through being unwilling to 

. give pure Obedience to the Crofs of Chrift : For 

. as many as gave Obedience, and believed in the 
Light, , found no Occafion of Stumbling ; but 
fuch as believed not, were condemned already, 

. becaufe they believed not in him that appeared. 

.Now the Boldnefs and Courage, and Efficacy ofTheCour. 
thefe Meflengers Teftimony wrought fuch Afto-Jgjj?^^^ 
nilhment,' Fear and Amazement in the Hearts of 
fuch as were ingenuous, that many began to be 
inwardly pricked, as in the Days of Old, and the 

. Foundations of many began to be fhaken ; and 

Tome that were afleep, were awakened, and igany 
that were dead and buried in the Graves of Sin, 
and Formality, and Superftitioo, and Idolatry of 
all Sorts, were alarmed -, and many were brought 
in from the Hedges and the High-ways, and the 
Truth was rectived by Thoufands with great 
Cheerfulnefs and a Readinefs of Mind. And the 
Feet of thofe were beheld to be beautiful upon the 
Mountains, that brought the glad Tidings of 
thefe good Things. And great Lowlinefs and 
Simplicity of Heart was upon fuch, that were 
newly convinced of the Truth, and deep Humili- 
ation of Spirit, and Subjedlion to the Power, both 
in themfelves, and in thofe who were over them in 
the Lord, and had gathered them into the 
Truth. 

But as it was in the Gatherings of Old, fb it 
alfo fell out in this Day, all kept not their firft 

C Love: 
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Love: As among thofe Thoufands, which Mofes 

led out of Egypf^ and carried through the Rird 

Sea J who had lung Praifcs to God upon the Banks 

xif Salvation, many Carcafcs tell in the Wilderncfs ; 

iome who murmured, and longed to return ^gaih 

^Pj^^Mm ^p the F)e(h-pots of E^t ; and feme for oppoung 

""*~ and coniradiaing the Servant, and Servants of the 

liOrd, whom the Lord had made Ufc of to lead 

them out of Bondage, in faying, Te (akeuao mueb 

mpon you : Bath the Lord indeed only fpoken *by 

Mofes ? Hath be not fpoken alfo by us ? And as 

«mong thefe Multitudes, which were gathered by 

the Apoftles, there were many, who continufcd not 

faithful to the End \ fome returned back ^at^ 

with the Sow to the Puddle, after they were 

waflied ; fome embraced the pncfent World; fome 

j^p^yi again fcparated themfelves, being fenfual and with- 

tion entvr-out the Spirit, defpiftng Dominion^ and /peaking Evfl 
9f 'Dignities ; their Mouths fpeaking great fwdlin] 
Words, being puffed up, and not abiding m thei 
Things, which they were taught of the Apoftles: 
Soiit is to be lamented, that among thefe many 
Thou&nds, whom the Apoftles and Evangelilts 
whom God railed up in this Day, for • the ga- 
thering of his Seed and People out of fpiritual 
Egypt and Babylon^ into his pure Light and Life, 
did brihg forth and gather, there are that have fal- 

r len upon the right Hand and the left. Some are 

turned back again into Eg^pt^ running into the 
fame Exocfs of Luft and Riot, from whence they 
were once purified and redeemed : Some could not 
' bear the Reproach of the Crofs of Chrift ; and 
were by and anon offended in him : Some could not 
bear the Tribulations, Sufferings, and Perfecuti- 
ons, which came for -the Truth's Sake, and 
the Seed in them was foon fcorched with the 
\Heat of the Day. And foi^ie not abiding in Sub- 
jeftion to the Truth in themfelvcs, were not con- 
tented with that Phure and Sution in the Body, 

which^ 
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which God had placed them in ; but became vainly 

putt up in their flefhiy Minds, intruding into 

thofe Things which they have not feen. And; 

wouid needs be Innovators, given to change, andflanoTatort 

introducing new DoSrincs and Praftices, not only J?^^^' 

differing,^ but contrary to what was already delivered. 

in the {beginning \ making Partica, caufing Divinqnt 

and Rents, ftumbling the Weak, and deiiyiog^ 

defpifing, and reviling the ApoiUes and Me(fi:i>gef# 

of Chrift, the Elders of the Church, who loyed. 

not their Lives unto Death, but through mucb: 

Care and Travel, and Watchings, and Whippings, 

and Bonds, and Beatings, in daily Jeopardy gather-. 

ed us by the mighty Power of God in the mofc 

precious Truth. Yet in all this there hath nothing; 

befallen us, but that which hath been the ancient 

Lot of the Church cf Chrift in ihe primiiive 

Times. 

Now he, that was careful for his Church and "^^^^ 
People in old Times, hath not been wanting to ^^of^ifrlers 
in our Day; but as he has again re&ored the care over 
Tiuth unto its primitive Integrity and Simplici- a^P^pi^ 
ty, and as he has delivered our Underftandings. 
from thefe falfe Djftrines and Principles, which, 
prevailed in the Apoftacy ; fo he hath not gathered 
us to be jis Sheep Jcatlered without a Shepherd^ that 
every one may run his own Way, and every ont 
follow his own Will, and fo to be as a conxufed 
Miifs or Chaos without any Order j but he, evea 
the Lordy hath alfo gathered and is gathering us. in- 
to the good Order, Difcipline, and Government (rf 
his own Son the Lord Jefus Chrift.: Therefore he 
hath laid Car;i upon feme beyond others, who watch- 
for the SokU of their Brethren, ai tbey^^ thai tnujl 
gi%e Account. 

There are then Fathers, that have begotten us xhe tett* 
unto Chrift Jcfus through the Gofpel ; of whom faiJ^taiions 
we ought to be Follo\yers, and to remember thei: church, 
Ways whicb be in. Chrift. There arc then Fa- ij-^*''. 4.^5, 

C z. tbers '^' '^- 
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thcrs and Children,- Inftruftors and Inftriifted,' 
Elders and Young Men, yea, and Babes ; there 
arc that cannot ceafe, but muft exhort, inftrudt, 
reprove, condemn, judge -, or elfc for what End 
gave Chrift the Gilts mentioned Ephef. iv. 1 1,. 12 ? 
And how are the Saints perfefted, and the Body of 
Chrift edified of thofe, who came under the Cogni- 
zance, and as it -were, the Tcft of this Order and 
Government? I may chiefly fum them up in three . 
Sorts, though there be divers others Httlc fub-dividcd 
Species of them. 
iProDhane The firft is, Thofe that turn openly back to 
^kflid- fi^g World again, through finding the Way of Truth 
ftatei. too narrow. Thefe have not been capable to do 
' us any confiderable Hurt \ for being as Salt, that 
has loft its Savour, they moftly prove a Stink, a 
mong thpfe, to whom they go : And I never knew 
any of them, that proved any ways Readable to 
thofe, to whom they go. I find other Protcflbrs 
make but fmall Boaft of any Profclytes they got 
out from among us; I hear little of their proving 
Champions for the Principles of others againft us. 
And indeed, for the molt Part, they lofe all Re- 
ligion with the Truth: For I have heard fome 
of them fiiy •, That if ever they took on them to be 
religious, they would come back again to the ^a- 
kersj &c. 
2 Unwary Secondly, Thofe who through Unwatchfulnefe, 
Sinners"^ the fecret Corruption of their own Hearts, and the 
myfterious or hidden Temptations of the Enemy^ 
have fallen into his Snares -, and fo have come under 
the Power of fome Temptation or other, either 
of fleihly Lufts, or of fpintual Wickednefs : Who 
bejng feafonably warned by thofe that keep their 
Habitation, and faithful Overfeers in the Church, 
have been again reftored by unfeigned Repentance : 
Not kicking againft the Pricks; bivt have rejoiced, 
that others watched over them for their Good : And 

are 
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arc become Monurtients of God's Mercy unto this 

Day- ' . ' . 

Thirdly, Such, who being departed from thfcir ^Seifs^- 
firft Love and ancient Zeal for the Truth, become J^*^*^^^ • 
cold and lukewarm ; and y'et are afhamed to make fome ppo« 
open Apoftacy, and to turn back again, fo as to deny ^"' 
all the Principles of Truth, they having had already 
fuch Evidence of Cle^rnefs upon their Underftand- 
ing : *Yet not keeping low in their own Habitations, 
but being puffed up, and giving way to the reftjels 
Imaginations of their exalted and wondering Minds, 
fall out with their Brethren ; caufc pivifions ; begin 
to find Fault with every Thing, and to look at 
others . more than at themfelvcs •, with fwelling 
Words 'to talk of, and preach up a higher Difpen- 
fation, ^yhile tbey are fiar from living up to the Life 
and Perfeftion of this prefent ; like unto fuch who 
faid, fFe will not have this Man to rule ov^r us : 
Cry out pf Formality and Apoftacy, becaufe they 
are not followed in all Things ; and if they be re- 
proved for their Unrulinefs, according to the good 
Order of the Church of Ciirift, then they cry out. 
Breach of Liberty, Oppreffion, Perfecution : We 
will have none of ypur Order and Government ; we 
were taught to follow the Light in our Confciences, 
and not the Orders of Men. Well, of this here- 
after ; but this gave the Rife of this Cpntroverfy : 
Which leads me to that, which I propofed in the 
fecond Place. 



Section JIL 

Whether there be now to be any Order or Go- 
vernment in the Church^ of Cbri/l. 

IN Anfwer to this Prppofitipn I meddle not at 
this Time with thofe, that deny any fuch Thing, 
as a Church of Chrift 5 I have Fcfcrved their Plea to 

another 
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another Place. Neither need I to be at much Paios 

Chnrch to provc the AfErmative, to wit^ That there oughc 

JlJ^^^to be Government and Order in the Church of 

littt ^ Chrift, unto the Generality of our Oppofers, both 

^**^^ Papifts and Proteftants ; who readily confels and 

acknowledge it^ and have heretofore blamed us for 

Want of it. Though now fome of them, ^nd that 

6f the higheft Pretenders, are become fo unreafon- 

able, as to accufc us for the Uie of it ; improving 

it fo far as they can, to our Disadvantage : For 

fuch is the Blindncfe of partial Envy \ that whereas 

the ftippofed. Want of it was once reckoned hered* 

cal, now the prefent Performance of it b counted 

criminal. 

Thcfe then, to whom I qome to prove this Things 
are iuch, who haviqg call off the Yoke of the Oofs 
of Chirfl in themfclves, refufe all Subjeftiori or Go- 
vernment : Denying that any fuch Thing ought to 
fee, as difagrccing with the Tcftimony of Truth : 
Or thofe, wno not being fo wilful and obftinatc in 
their Minds, yet are fearful or fcrupulous in the 
Matter, in refpcd of the dangerous Confequences,^ 
rfiey may apprehend, fuch a Thing may draw after 
it. 

For the clearing then as well the Miftakes of the 
one, as anfwering the Cavils of the other, I judge 
the Truth of thefe following Affcrtions will fuffi- 
ciently prove the Matter ; which I fhall make ncK 
great Difficuky to evidence. 
R^tfonl. Firft, That Jcfus Chrift, the Kitigahd Head of- 
tjie , Church,, did appoint and ordain^ th at there, 
f^iould be Order and Government in it. 
jj Secondly, That die Apoftles and primitive Chrij- 

tiatHx when- they were filled with ^e Holy Ghoft,, 
and immediately led by the Spirit of God, did 
praftife and cbmniend' it. 
III. Thirdlyt Tha& the fame Occafion and Neceffity- 
now occurring, which gave them Opportunity to ^ 
c^^cifc that Autbomw ^ the Church ot Chrift hath. 

tk' 
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the fame Power now, as ever, and are led by the 
lame Spirit into the fanie Pr^ftices. 

As to the Firft, T know there are ibme, that the 
very Name of a Church, an<J the very Word^ Or- 
der and Government, they are atraid of. Now thi3Th«Mmf« 
I fuppofe hath proceeded, becaufe of the great Hy- JJ^^ihlT 
pocrify. Deceit, and OpprefTion, that nath bceqtfueUiii. 
cloaked with the Pretence of thefe Things : But why 
Oiould the Truth be ncglc^ed, becaufe Hypocriteg 
have pi-etended to it ? The right Inftitution oj- tKefc 
Things, which have been appointed and ordained by 
God, rtkift not, nor ought not to be defpifed, becauic 
torrupt Men h^vc abufed and perverted them. I 
know not any Thing, that hath been more abufe4 
ahd perverted in the whole World, than the Nanap 
of a CbriJUan: Shall we then renounce that honour- 
abte Title, becaufe To many Thouiands of wicked 
Men, yea, Antichrifts, have falfly affiinied it to 
themielves? The Man of Sin hath taken upon him 
to fit in the Temple of God, as God i yet we mull 
not therefore deny, ibal God . is in this TempU. If 
the Svnagogue of Satan hath afTumed the Name of 
the Cnurch of Chrift, and hath termed her Opprcf- 
fion and Violence, the Power and Authority there- 
of; therefore muft not the Church of Chrift and its 
Authority be exercifed, where it truly is according 
to his Mind ? This I prefix to warn all to beware of 
(himbliAg at Things, which are inxKXient in them- 
felvcs ; ai)d that we may labour to bold the fteady^ 
even Path of Truth, without running in either of 
the Extreains. For that jefus Chrift did appoint: 
Order and Government to be in the Church, is very 
dear froni his plain Words, Matt, x viit , 1 5, 1 6, 1 7^ 
i8. V.erTe 15. Moreover^ if tby Brother Jbali /r^/ church Or -1 
pajs againft ibee^ go tell him bis Fault between tbec f^'atJ^ by 
and htm alone ; If be Jhall bear tbee^ thou ball gained chnft^ami 
tby Brother. Vcl-fc 16. But if be will not bear thee. ^J^ 
then take "Jtnth thee one or two more^ that in the Mouth 
if Wo or three Witneffes^ every TP^ord may be eftahlijh" 

ed. 
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id, Verfe 1 7. -<^«rf i^ he Jhall negleEl to hear tbem^ tell 
it unto the Church : but if he negleSf to bear the 
Churchy let him be unto thee as an Heathen- man, and 
a Publican. Verfe 18. Verily^ I fay unto ycu. 'what* 
foever ye fhall bind on Earthy (hall be hound in Hea- 
ven ; and whatfoever ye fhall loofe on Earthy /hall be 
loofed in Heaven. From which Scripture it doth 
■ i, manifeftly and evidently follow, Firft, That Jcfus 
Chrift intended, there (hould be a certain Order and 
Method in his Church, in the Procedure towards 

II. fuch as tranfgrefs. Secondly, That he that refufeth 
to hear two, is become more guilty, as hardened, 
than in relufmg to hear him, that firft reproved alone. 

IIL Thirdly, That refufing to hear the Judgment of the 
Church, or whole Affembly, he doth thereby ex- 
clude himfelf, and fliut out himfelf from being a 
Member ; and is juftly judged by his Brethren, as a 
Heathen and a Publican. 

jy^ And laftly. That the Church, Gathering, or 
Affembly of God's People has Power to examine 
and call to an Account fuch, as appearing to be 
.among them, or owning the fame Faith with them, 
do tranfgrefs ; and in cafe of their refuGng to hear, 
or repent, to exclude them from their Fellowlhip : 
'And that God hath a fpecial Regard to the Judg- 
"ment and Senfe of his People thus orderly proceed- 
ing, fo as to hold fuch bound in Heaven, whom 
they bind on Earth, and fuch loofed in Heaven, 
whom they loofe on Earth, I am partly confident, 
that no rational Man will deny, but that thefe na- 
turally follow. from the above-mentioned Scripture 5 
and if there (hould be any found fo unreafonable as 
to deny it, I could prove it by neceffary and Uhevi- 
lable Confequehces : Which at prefent, as taking it 
for granted, I forbear to do. If it be reckoned la 
great a Crime to offend one of the little ones^ that it 
were better for him, that fo did, that a MUfione 
were hanged about his Neck^ and he were drowned in 
the De^tb of the Sea ; without Qucftion, to offend 

and 
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and gainfay the wholcFlock tnufl: be more criminal, 
and mud draw after ita far deeper Judgment. 

Now, if there were no Order nor Government in 
the Church, what Ihould become of thole that 
tranfgrels? How fhould they be igain reftored ? ^^,^^^. 
Would not this make all reproving, all inftrudling, Order*/^ 
all caring for, and watching over one another, void 
and null? Why ftiould Chrift have defined them to ' ' ^^ 
jprocecd after this Method ? Why doth he place fo . 
much Weight upon the Judgment of the Church, 
as to make the refufing of hearing it to draw fo deep , r 

a Cenfure after it ; which he will not have to follow 
the refufing to hear one or two apart, though the 
Matter be one and the lame ? And ib as to the fub- 
ftantial and intrinfick Truth of the Thing, there 
lies the fame Obligation upon the Tranfgreflbr t6 
hear that one, as well as all; for that one advifeth 
him to that which is right and good, as well as the 
whole : And they do but * homologate or confirm 
that, which that one hath already aflcrted i Yet 
Jefus Chrift, who is the Author of Order, and not 
of Cprifufion, will not have a Brother cut off, or 
reputed ia Publican^ for refufing to hear one or two, 
but for refufing to hear the Church. And if it be 
obje6led. That the Church of Rome^ and all other Objeftioa, 
falfe Churches, make Ufe of this Scripture, and 
cover th^Tr Perfecution, and Cruelty, and Opprefiion 
by it *, and thou fayft no more than they fay. • I 
anfwer, I fuppofe no Man will be fo unreafonablc, 
as to affirm, that the Church of Rome abufing this 
Scripture, will make it falfe in itfelf ; but how we 
differ in our Application of this Scripture, fhall be 
ipoken of hereafter. I am not now claiming Right 
to this Power, as due to us, that is referved for ano- 
ther Place \ but this, I fay, is that, which I now 
aver to be manifeft from the Scripture Teftimony, 
and to be in itfelf an unqueftionable Truth, ' That 

D Jcfus 

. • This Word^ derived from the Grcck^ figuifies. To agree la 
Judgment* 
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Mis Chrift iBtenckd there (hoHld be Order and 
Government in his Church *» which is the Thing at. 
prefent in Hand to be proved : Which if it ba fb 
roilly true, as it cannot be denied^ then I hope^ it 
will alfo neceflarily follow, that fuch, who resJIj 
and truly are the Church of Chrift, have tii^it t9 
CXcrcife this Order and (jovcrnment, 
jBnfon iL Secondly, That the Apoftles and primitive Cbri/^ 
iians did pradbife Order and Government, we need 
Church Or but to rcad the Hiftory of the A5is^ of which I fliaH 
•d'K*Se mention a few pregnant and undeniable Testimonies, 
^S* •* ' ^ ^^ ^^^ obferve in the very firft Chapter of the 
li^t^CMf. AEts^ from Verfe 13, to the End, where at the very 
—to El ^^ Meeting the Apoftles and Brethren held tog^ 
tionX ^' thcr, after the Afcenfion of Chriil, they bemn or- 
derly to appoint one to fulfil the Place ot Juda^ \ 
it may be thought, this was a needlefs Ceremony ; 
yet we fee, how the Lord countenanced it. I hope, 
none will fay, that the Apoftles appointing of thcfe 
two Men, or of him, upon whonii the Lot didmoc 
fall, contradicted their inward Freedom, or impofed 
upon it ; but both agreed very well together ; tjic 
one in the Will and Movings of • God in appointing, 
and the other in the fame in fubmitting to theur 
Appointment. 

Moreover, after they had received the Holy Ghoft, 
you may rcad, A5i$ vi. {o foon as there was an 
Opportunity, how they wifely gave Order concern- 
— -inDif. '"g ^^ Diftribution of the Poor, and ap()ointed 
wibuiioiw fome Men for that Purpofe, So here was Order 
KJor,® and Government, according to the prefeht Neccflity 
of the Cafe : And the Lord God was well pleafed 
with it, and the Word of God encreafcd, and the 
Number of the Difciples multiplied in Jerufdlem 
greatly. Might they not have laid then, as fome 
&y now. We will give our Charity to whom we fee 
Caufe ; and we will take no Notice of your Ap- 
pointments and Orders ? Whether would God have 
approved of fuch, yea> or nay? 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, When chat the Bufinrfs of CirqinnKrifion 
fidl Hii whether ic was fit or not to circumcife the 
€e9tiUsf We fee, the Aperies few not meet, to 
fyStr every one to fbliow their own Minds and it. ^. in 
Wiffe: They did not judge, as one confufedly fup- *'*^*'* 
pofet^, Tiiat this Difiarence in an outward Ex^rcife 
woidd commend the Unity of die true Faith. Nay, 
^y took another Method. It is faid exprefly, Affs ' 
nv. 6, 7. And the Jpojiles and Elders came tegelber 
to confider of this Matter ; and after there bad been 
much dijputing about it^ no doubt then, there were — in Dif. 
licrc t)iverfities of Opinions and Judgments, the ^^^^» 
Apoftles and Eiders told their Judgments, and came 
dko to a poficive Conclufion. Sure, fome behoved 
to &bmit, clfc they fhould never have agreed. So 
cliofe that were the Elders, gave a poutive Judg- 
ment ; and .they were bold to lay, ^at it pleafed ntil 
inly dfem^ but the Holy Gboft^ By all which it doth 
undeniably appear, that the Apoftles^ and primitive 
SaintSt pradifed a holy Order and Government 
among themfelves : And' I hope none will be (b 
bold as to fay, they did thefe Things without the 
Leadings of the Spirit of God, and hif Power and 
Authority concurring, and going along with them. 

And that thefe Things were not only Angular 
Praftices, but that they held it dodrinally ; that isTheApo.. 
to fay, it was Doftrine, which they preached, that ^il^^^ 
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there ought to be Order and Government in the cttmxnf 
Church, IS manifeft from thefe following Teftimo- SSSuwi^- 
nies, I Cor* iv. 15, 16, 17. Verfc 15. P^^tbougb ^^ 
you bave Ten Thoujand InftruSlors in Cbrijij yet bavtif^^^y^ 
ye not many Fathers : For in Chri(t Jefus I have be* 
gotten ^ou through the Gojpel. Vcrfe 1 6. Wberefon 
I Ifefeecb youj be ye Followers of me. Verfe 17. For 
this Caujebave I fent unto you Timotheus, who is my 
beloved Son^ and faithful in the Jjord ; wbofiall bring 
you into Remembrance of my fVays^ which be in Cbrift^ 
ay I teach every where in every Cburcb. Here the 
Apoftle Eaui is very ahfolute : Firft, in that he de- 
^^ D 2 fires 
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fires them to be Followers of him. Secondly^ in 
that he fends a Teacher, yea, a Minifter, and en% 
nent Bifhop, or Overfeer of the Church, for to put 
fhem in Mind of his Ways, which be in Chriil, a^. 
< he taught in every Church. No doubr there were 

Apoftates, and diflenting Spirits in the Church of 
Corinth^ that g^ve Paul Occafion thus to write, as^- 
he teftiiies in the Beginning of the Chapter, how he 
was judged by fame of them ; he (hews, how they 
were grown high, Verfe 8. Npwye arefullf now jfA 
are rich^ ye have reigned as Kings wilbtnU tis^ &c^ 
Diflenting Might not thefe Diflenters of the Church of Corintk 
J^^^^'have reatoned thus againft Paul ? Did not this Paul 
Church teach us, at firft, to mind the Meafure of Grace in^ 
2^"*' qurfelves^ and follow that ? For no doubt, that was, 
Pau^% Dodtrine, but now he begins to Lord it over 
us, and tclU us, we muft be Followers of him. Might 
not they have judged the beloved Ttrnqthy to be ftr. 
out of his PUce ? Might they not have laid. It 
feems it is not God that moved thee, and fen^ thee 
here by his Spirit, but lordly Paul that fecks Eto- 
minion over our Faith : It feems thou comeCt not 
here to preach Chrift, and wifh us to be Followers 
of him, and of his Grace in our Hearts, but to min^ 
us to follow PauPs Ways, and take Notice, how he 
. . - teaches in every Church : We are not concerned with 
' him, nor with his Meffenger, nor with none of your 
Orders ; and fo forth. Doth not this run very plau- 
fible ? I queftion not, but there was fuch a Reafoning 
?mong the apoftate Corinthians ; let fuch as are of 
(he f^me l^ind among us, examine ferioufly, and 
meafure their Spirits truly hereby. Yea, he goes yet 
•Ijirther. in the following Chapter, Verfes 3, 4. Verfe 3. 
I Cor 5. jls abfent in B^dy^ but prejent in Spirit ^ have judged aU 
^ ""^^ '• ready ^ as tbqugb I werfprefenty concerning him that bath 

/u<^cnt Jefus Chrili^ when ye are gatlpered together^ and my 

SiuVdi, ^P"^ ^^^^ ^^^ P^^^^ ^f ^^^ ^Vd Jefus Cbrifi, &c. 
' ' V^ouU npt one think this to tuvf been ^ prclumpu- 
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vm Word ? And yet who dare offer to condemn k ? 

From all which I ihill (hortly ohferve^ th^t it feem$ 

\t was judged no Inconiiftency nor Contn^diftion, to 

\t, Followers of the Grace in themfelves, to be per- .-. . - 

fwaded in their own Hearts, and alio to \fit Follow- ' 

€|3 of the Apoftle Ptf«/, and of his Ways \ b^ule * '^ 

lus Ways and Example was no other d^ui th; 

Spirit of God in themfelves, would have le4 them 

to, if they bad been obedient. Therefore he fpund 

It needful to charge them politively to follow him^ 

without adding this Reafon. 

Next, the great Argument the Apoftle ufcs to 
perfwade them hereunto, upon which he mainly in-^ 
fifts, becaufe he had begotten them into the Truth ; 
2^ han)e not many fathers ; for in Cbrift Jefus I have -i— At of 
begotten you through the Gofpel: Wherefore^ I hefeech^^"^^^^ 
ym^ he ye^ Followers of me. So he makes that as 
the Caufe ; which the £ime Apoftle alfo in his Ex-r 
pdlulation with the Galatians^ putting them in 
Mjnd, how he preached the Gofpel to them a,t firit, 
ai)d Chap. iv. Ver. 15. Where is then the Blejedntfs 
ye fpake of? for I hear you Record^ if pjpble^ ye ^ 

would h^vf plucked out your own Eyes^ and given 
ihem unto me. We fee then that the Lord hath, ancj 
doth give fuch, whom he hath furniflied, and fent 

forth to gather a People unto himfelf. Care and j^^ 

Overfight over that PeqpJe ; yea, and a certain Au* Oftrfeenb 
thority in the Power over them to bring them back 
to their Duty, whgn they ftray at any Time ; and 
to appoint, yea, and command fuch Things, as are 
needtul forPe^ce, and Qrder, ^nd Unity's Sake : And 

that there lies an Obligation upon fuch as are io ga To w 

thered, to revercnpe, fionour, yea, and obey fuch as •^•^ 
are fct over them in the Lord. For faith the lime 
Apoftle, 2 Cor. ii. 9. For to this End alfo did Iwrite^ 
that I might know the Proof of you^ whether you be 
obedient in all Things : And Chap. vii. Ver. 13. 15. 
Tea^ and exceedingly the more joy^d we for the Joy of 
Ipitqs, becauje his Spirit was refrefh^d by you^ all. Vcy, 
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15. Jt^ Ins inward JffilfiM u tmn-e ahinJam ttnt^ 
you^ wbU/i be rememretb the Obedience of you aH^ 
bow with Fear and TrenAlingse received bkn. 
BetraytAff Now this will not at all inftr, as if they had 
^^ been implicitly led of Old : Or that fuch, as hav- 
^' H)g the lame Authority to cxcrcifc it now, fi)t]ghc 
Dominion over their Brethren's Faith, or to force them 
to do any Thing beyond, ^far lefs contrary to, what 
the Lord leads us to by his Spirit : But we know^ 
as they did of Old, that the Enemy lies near to be- 
tray under fuch Pretences* And feeing, in cafe of 
Difference, the Lord hath, and doth, and wilT re-* 
veal hb Will to his People, arid hath and doth 
riaife up Members of his Body, to whom he ^iv^ z 
Difceming, and Power and Authority to inftruft, 
reprove, yea, and command in fome Cafes ; 
thofe that are faithful and low in their Minds^ 
keeping their own Places, and minding the Lord» 
and the Intereft and Good of his Truth in the Qc- 
TheMor- R^^l over all, fhut out the Murmurer; and jthe 
muf«r fliut Spirit of God leads them to have Unity, and concur 
**"* with their Brethren. But fuch as are heady and 
high-minded, are' inwardly vexed, that any fhould 
lead or rule, but themfelves: Andfo it is the high 
Thing ip themfelves, that makes them quarrel with 
fXlhers fof* taking k much ui>on them ; pretending a 
'^^ Liberty, not finking down in the Seed to bt willing 
to be of no Reputation for its Sake. Such, rather 
than give up their own Wills, will ftudy to make 
Kents and Divifions, not iparing the Fiock ; but 
Tlie Ho- profl^ting the Reputation and Honour of the Truth 
KJ2J^ even to the World, miniflcr to them an Occafion of 
Hn^^ Scorn and Laughter, to the hardening them in their 
DitiioM. Wkrkednefs and Atheifm. 

Befides thefe Scriptures mentioned, I fhall fet down 
z few of many more, that might be inftanced to the 
iame Purpofe. 

Epef. v. 21. Sibmitling yourfelvis one to another 
in the Fear ^ , God. ^ , 

Phil 
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Phi]. \u 3* />/ mtbing be done through Strife en scripcmw 
Vmrglory^ butinL^lbup^of Aiittd let ^^^^ ^^^/j^^^^f^* 
ether better than tbehifetvesj ; ! Lowiinsik 

Vicrfc 20. Receive Um therefore in the Lord, mt% ^^* 
atl dhdnejs^ and bold Jkcb in Aeputaiion. . NGfthol^ 

• And iii. 17, Bretbreh^ be lwo^erst(fieth'et if 
and mark them, whieb walkfo^ as ye have us far an 
JEnJample. \ - \ . . V^ 

And iv« 9. Tbofeutings^ ibBcB ye have both lei^rni 
edt and received^ and heardi aridjeen inme^ do \ an^ 
Ibe God of Peace fbhll be with you. 

Col. ii. 5« For though I be abfent in the Fle/b, yet 
am J mtb you in the Sfdrit, j^g ^^id beholding yout 
Order^ and the ^Uadfafinefs of ^our Faith in Cbri0. j 

1 Thcff. V, 12. 4^ w^ iejeecb you^ Brethren, to '" 
know them which labour among you, and are over y^ 
in the Lord, andadmomjb you. 

Verfc 13. Jnd to efieem them very highly in Lovi^ 
for their Worlds Sake i and be at Peace among youff 
Jilves. 

Vcrfe i^ Now weeuhort you. Brethren^ warn 
them that are unruly ^ contort the Feeble-minded, fupport 
the ff^eakp be patient toward all Men. 

2 Thcff. ii. 15. Tberefore, Brethren, Jiand faff, 
and bol4 the Traditions, which ye have been taught, 
whether by Word^ or^ our Epftle. 

a Cpr« X. S, For though I Jbould boajl fimewhaf 
more^ our Authority, which the Lord hath given uf 
for Edification, and not for your DeftruSwn, IJbouti 
not be afiamed. 

Now» diough the Papifts ^eatly abufe this Place, 
as if hereby !ney could juftify that Mafe of Super- 
ftition, which tliy have heaped together j yet, ejc- 
cept wc will deny jthe plain Scripture, w6 muft ncedt 
believe, there lay an Obligatiou upon the Theffalo- 
nians to obierve and hold thefe Appointments, and ;. 
no doubt, needful Inftitutions, which by the Apo- 
ftles were recommended unto them : And yet who 
will lay, that they ^^ ought, or were thereby com- 

, ' manded 
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mapdcd to do any Thine contrary to that ^Hich 
/the Grace df God in their Hearts moved thetn 
* to? 

,. V 2 Their, iii. 4. And we have Confidence in the TUerd 

touching you^ that ye both do, and will do the Things^ 
wJnch we comtnand you. 

Vcrfe 6. Now we command you. Brethren^ in the 

Name of our Lord Jefus Cbrift, thai ye withdraw 

yourfelves from every Brother that walketb difor- 

derly, and not' after the Tradition^ which he received 

of us. 

Th« Au- What niore poRtive than this P And yet the Apo- 

g^^ftlc was not here any Impofer. And yet further, 

aoimpofi* Verfe 14. And if any Man obey not our Word by this 

•*^ EfiJUe, note that "Many and bmje no. Company ttntb 

himy that be may be ajhamed.' 

Thus Heb. xiii. 7. Remember them which have 
the Rule over you, who havefpoken unto you the Word 
'of Cody wbofe Faith follow ; confidering the End of 
their Corvuerfation. 

Verfe 1 7. Obe'< them that have the Rule over you, 
andfabmit yourfelves ^ for they watch for your Soulf^ 
as they that mufigvve Account : That they may do it 
"with Joyy and not with Grief -j for that is unprofitable 
for you. 

Jude viii. Likewife alfo thefe filthy Dreamers . defile 
the Ftejhy defpije Dominion ^ and fpeak Evil of Dig^ 
fjities. 

I might at length enlarge, if needful, upon thefc 

Paffagcs i any of. which is fufficienf to prove the 

Matter in Hand ; but that what is faid, may fatisfy 

fuch, as are not wilfully blind and obftinate. For 

"there can be nothing more plain from thcfe Tefti- 

monies, than that the ancient Apoftlesand pffmitive 

mirier' Chrijiians prd&\kd Order ^nd Government in the 

Orde***"* Church : That fome did appoint and ordain certain 

praAiTed Things ; condemn and approve certain Praftices, as 

churcL ^^'' ^^ Doftrines, by the Spirit of God i That there 

lay an Obligation in Point of Puty upon others to 

obey 
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obey and fubmit : That' this was no Encfoachttient, 
nor-lmpofition upon their CAriy?/^«. Liberty, nor 
any ways contradiftory to their being inwardly and 
immediately led by the Spirit of God in their Hearts. 
And laftly, that fuch, as are in the true FeeliAg and 
Senfe, will find it their Places to obey, and be one 
with the Church of Chrift in (iich like Cafes : And 
that it's fuch as have loft their Senfe and Feeling of 
the XAiC; of the Body, that diffent and are ditobe- 
dient un<;k:r the ialfe Pretence of Liberty. So that 
thus it is fufBciently proved, what I undertook in 
this Place. 

Thirdly, I judge, there will need no great Ar- Rea£bn in. 
guments to prove, the People of God may and do -^ 

well to cxercife the like Government upon the very 
like Occafion, For even Reafon may teach us, that 
what proved good and wholfome Cures to the Dif- 
temper of the Church in lormer Ages, will not now 
(the very like Diftempers falling in) prove hurtful 
and ppifonable ; efpecially, if we have the Tefti- 
mony of the fame Spirit in our Hearts, not only 
allowing us^ but commanding us fo to do. It is 
manifcft, though we are forry for it, that the fame Diftempers 
Occafions now fall in •, we find, that there are that church re- 
have eaten and drunken with us at the Table of the quire a 
Lord, and have been Sharers of the fj^me fpjritual as^^oidT' 
Joy and Confolation, that afterwards fall away. . - 

We find, to our great Grief, that fome walk difor- ' 

derlyj and fome are puffed up, and ftrive to fovr 
Divifion, labouring to ftumble the Weak, and to •. ' 

caufe Offences in the Church of Chrift: What then 
is more fuitable, and more Chriftian^ than to follow* 
the Foot-fteps of the Flock, and to labour and tra- 
vel for the Good of the Church, and for the re* 
moving all that is hurtful -, even as the holy Apo- 
ftles, who walked with Jcfus, did before us? If 
there be fuch as walk diforderly now, muft not they 
be admonifhed, rebuked, and withdrawn from, as 
well as of Old? Or is fuch to be the Condition of 

E the 
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the Church, in thcfc httcr Times, that all Ihiquitj 
muft go unrcprovcd ? Moft it be Hercfy or Op- 
preflion, to watch over one another in Love ? To 
take Care for the Poor ? To fee, that there be no 
corrupt, no defiled Members of the Body, and 
carefully and cbrifiiaftly deal with them, tor re-» 
ftoring them if poflible, and fbr withdrawing from 
them, if incurable? I am perfwaded, that there 
are none, that look upon the Commands of Chrift 
and his Apoftles, the Pradice and Experience of the 
primitive Church and Saints, as a fufficient Prece- 
dent to authorize a Practice now, that wiU deny the 
Lawfulnefs or Ufefulnefs hereof-, but muft needs 
' Okiedieiu acknowledge the Neceflity of it. But if it be ob- 
jedled, as tome have done, do you not deny, du|t 
the Scripture is the adequate Rule of Faith and Man* 
ners ? And that the Commands or Pra&ices of the 
Scripture are not a fufficient Warrant for you now 
to do any Thing, without you be again authorized, 
and led into it by the fame Spirit ? And upon that 
Score do you not forbear fomc Things both praftifed 
and commanded by the primitive Church and Saints? 
Well, I hope I have not any thing weakened this 
ObgeAiotH but prefenttd it in its full Vigour and 
Strength: To which I fhaH clearly and diftinftly 
anfwer thus : • 

Time? ai. Firll, Seafons and Times do not alter the Nature 
giri*«ufc. and Subftance of Things in thcmfelves ; though it 
Things^ may caufe Things to alter, as to the UfefulneS, or 
2«»naan<t- not Ufefulnefs of them. 

Secondly, Things commanded and praAifed at 
certain Times and Seafons fall of themfelves, when- 
as the Caufe and Ground, for which they were com- 
manded, is removed : As there is no need now for 
the Decifion about Circumcifion, feeing there are 
none contend for it : Neither as to the Orders con- 
cerning Things offered to Idols-, feeing there h 
now no fuch Occafion : Yet, who will fay, that the 
Cottimand enjoin'd in the &me Place, /iffs xv. 2o. 

t9 
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te abjiainfrcm Fornication^ is now made void ? Sec- 
ing, there is daily Need for its (landing in Force, 
becaufe i( yet remains as a Temptation Man is inci- 
dent to : W^ confefs indeed, we are againft fuch^ 
» fronv the bare Letter of the Scripture, though if 
k were feafoDable now to debaite it, we find but few 
to deal with) whofe Practices are fo exadUy fquared^ . 
ieek to uphold Culioms, Forms, or Shadows, wheti 
the life, for which they were appointed, is removed 
or the Subftance itfclf known and witncflfed : As wc 
jhave fufficiently elfewhere anlwered our Oppolers iq 
the Gafe of Water^Baptifm, and Bread and Wine, 
i^c. iSd that the Objection, as to that, doth iK>t 
boW; and the Difference is very wide, in refpefib 
of fuch Things : The very Nature and Subftancc 
of which can never be difpenfed with by the, People 
of God, fo long as they are ia this World ; yea^ 
9¥ithout whk:h they could not be his People. For 
the Doflrines, and fundamental Principles of the 
Cbrijlian Faith we own and believe originally and 
principally, becaufe they are the Truths of God ^ 
whereunto the Spirit cf God in our Hearts hath 
conftrained our Underftandings to obey and fubmit. 
In the fecond Pl^e, we are greatly confirmed, 
ftrengthened and comforted in the joint Teftimony The joiftt 
of our Brethren, the Apoftles and Difciples of Ghrift, J/^j^ 
who by the Revelation of the fame Spirit in the Days fties, Qc!^ 
of Otd beli^ed, and have left upon Record thei^y^.^P 
lame Truths •, fo we having the fame Spirit of Failbj God moiur 
according as it is written, I hdicvedy ani tberefon^^^^^^ 
have I Jpoken i we alfo believe, and therefore \^re 
^ak. And we deny not, bdt fothe, that from, th^ 
Letter have had the Notion of thefe Things, have 
hereby in the Mercy of God received. Occafion to. 
have then? revealed in the Life : Fpr we freely ac- 
knowledge,^ though often calumniated to the con^ 
5rary, th^ whatfoeve« Things were written afore- 
(ime» \fere wtutten foe our Learning ; that we^ 
t|in)q^ Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures may 
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have Hope. So then I hbpc, if the Spirit of God 
lead me now unto that which is good, profitable, yea, 
and abfolutely needful, in Order to tne keeping tny 
Confcience clear and void of Offence towards God 
and Man ; none will be lb unreafonable as to fay, I 
ought not to do it, becaufe it is; according to the 
Scriptures ? Nor do I think it will favour ill among 
any ferious folid Chrijlians^ for me to be the tnore 
confirmed and perfwaded, that I am led to this 
Thing By the Spirit, that I find it in myfelf good 
and ufefij] ; and that upon the like Occafions Chrift 
commanded it, and the Apoftles and primitive 
Cbriftians praftifed and recommended it. 
• Now feeing it is (o^ that we can boldly fay, with 
a good Gonfcience in the Sight of God, that the fame 
Spirit which leads us to believe the Doftrines and 
Principles of the Truth, and to hold and maintain 
them again, after the Apoftacy, in their primitive 
?ind ancient Purity, as they were delivered by the 
Apoftles of Chrift in the holy Scriptures; I fay, that 
^ the fame Spirit doth now lead us into the like holy 
Order and Government to be exercifed among us, 
as it wfis among them, being now the like Occafion 
and Opportunity miniftred to us therefore; what 
'''' can any cbriflianly or rationally obje£b againft it? 

^auf«Vor ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ '^ ^ ^^^^ Caufe for it, the Thing itfelf 
the fame fpeakcth ; and that it was the Praftice of the Saints 
pfOtr. ^n J Church of Old, is undeniable : What kind of 
■ Ground tlien can any fuch Oppofers have, being 

fuch, as fcrupling at this, do notwithftanding ac- 
knowledge our Principl:;, that this were done by im- 
pcfition or Imitation, ^ more than the Belief of the 
Doftrines and Principles ? Seeing as it is needful to 
ufe all Diligence to convince and per Avade People of 
the Truth, and bring them to the Belief of it, which 
yet we cannot do, but as Truth moves and draws in 
their Hearts : It is alfo no lefs needi'ul, when a People 
is gathered, to keep and preferve them in Unity afid 
Love, as .becomes the Church of Chrift, and. to be 
- ' ' '' careful, 
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careful, as faith the Apoftle, That all Things be done 
decently^ and in Order \ and that all that is wrong be 
removed, according to the Method of the Golpcl ; 
and the Good cheriflicd and encouraged. So that 
>^e conclude, and that upon very good Grounds, . 
That there ought now, as well as heretofore, to be 
Order ^nd Government in the Church of Chriflr. 
. That which now cometh to be examined in thcHeadHL 
third Place, is, 

Firft, What is the Ordej and Government we I. 
plead for- 

Secondly, In what Cafes, and how far it may ex- II. 
rend, and in whom the Power decifive is. 

Thirdly, How it differeth, and is wholly another III. 
than the oppreflive and pcrfccuting Principality of 
the Church of Rome^ and other Anti-chriftian Aflem- 
blies. 



Section IV. 

Of the Order and Government ivhich we 

plead for. 

IT will be needful then, before I proceed to dc- 
fcribe the Order and Government of the Church, 
to confider, what is or may be properly underftood 
by the Church: For fome, as I touched before, 
fcem to be offended, or at Icaft ai'raid of the very 
Word, bccaufe, the Power of the Church, the Order 
of the Church, the Judgment of the Church, and 
fuch like Pretences, have been the great Weapons, 
wherewith Antichrift and the apoftate CArj/?ij;7i have 
been thefe many; Generations perfecuting the Wo- 
Uian, and warring againft the Man-child. And in- 
deed, great Difputes have been among the learned 
Rabbies in the Apoftacy concerning this Church, 
• ' ' ^ what 
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what it i$, or what may be (b accounted : Which I 

find not mj Place at prefent to dive much in i but 

ih^U only give the true Senfe of it, according to 

^ Toith, and the Scriptures plain Teftimooy. 

What tto ' ^^ Word Church in idelt, and as i^ in the 

Word Scriptures, is no other but a Gatherii^, Company^ 

6]^^ ^ AflfcmUy of certain People callrd or gathered to- 

frq|irlv«. gether.: For fo the Gnek Word "Emm^ figpifies, 

which is, that the Tranflators render Church, which 

■ Word is derived trom the Verb ^EmmiA; i. e. ftwr^, 

I call €ut ofy from the Root K^tAit^ Voco^ I caU. 

Now though the Ef^UJb Word Church, be only* 

taken in fuch a Senfe, as People are gathered tc^e-^ 

thcr upon a religious Account ; yet the Greek Word 

that is fo rendered, is taken in general for every 

Gaihering, w Meeting together of People: Ai^ 

therefore, where it is faid, The Tewn-CUrk of ibe 

Ephefians difmijfed the Tumulty that was gutbered 

there together^ the {2L.m^Greek Word 'ExxAv^ic is ufed^ 

J|fiw/if A£ls xix. 4 1 • Ji'jtiKvffi iba ^Ekjujio^I^, be difimffed tbif 

^'•"'"^- AJfembly^ or the Church. 

yify^^g^ A Church then in the Scripture- Phrafe, is na 
reUgious other than a Meeting cm* Gathering of certain People* 
Church if. y^w^y^^ jf j^ \y^ ta^xci in a religious Senfe, as moft; 

commonly it is, arc gathered together in the Belief 
of the fame Principles, Doftrines, and Points of 
Faith, whereby as a Body they become diftinguifH- 
ed from others, and have a certain Relation among 
themfelves *, and a conjunct Intereft to the maintain- 
ing and propagating thefe Principles they judge ta 
be right : And therefore have a certain Care and* 
Ovcrfight over one another, to prevent and remove 
all Occafions, that may tend to break this their 
conjunft Jntereft, hinder the Propagation of it, or 
bring Infamy, Contempt, or Contumely upon it j 
er give fuch, as on the other hand are, or may be, 
banded^ together to undo them, juft Occafion againft 
them, to decry and defame them. 



• Now the Way to diftinguifli that Church, Ga Aer^ How to di- 
ing, or Aflembly of People^ whereof Chrift trul^Anguifli 
is the Head, from foch as falfly pretend thereto, k chulchT 
by conlidering the Principles and Grounds upon firomcho 
which they are gathered together, the Nature <kf tteft ^^* 
Hierarchy and Order they have among themielvus, 

the Way and Method they take to uphold it» ^nA 
the Bottom upon which it ftandeth ^ which Will 
^gready contribiute to clear all Miftakes. ' ^ . . [ 
Forafmuch as Sandification and . Holinefi is tm 
great and chief End amon^ true Ci^ri/iians^ which 
moves them to gather together ; therefore the Apo- 
ftle PauldtHtics the Church in his Saiuution to the 
Corinthians y i Cor. i. 2. UnU the Church of God 
tvbicb is at Corinth, them tba$ are fanHified in Chrift 

* J^fi^Sj calkd to be Saints. So the Church is fiich as 
are ran&ified in Chrift Jelus^ called to be Saints. ' 

The Power and Authority, Order and Govern- J\^ 
mtnt we fpcak of, is fuch, as a Church, Meeting, caie ©vtr 
Gathering, or Aflembly, claims towards thofe that jj* '^•"• 
have or do declare themfelves Members, who own, ^' ^^' 
believe, and profeis the fam6 Doctrines and Princi- • 
pies of Faith with us, and go under the iameDi-. ., '^ 
ftin^ion and Denomination ; whofe Efcapes, Faults, 
and Errors, may by our Adver&ries juftly be imput- 
ed to us, if not feafbnably and cbriftianly reproved, 
reclaimed, or condemned. For w;e are not fo foolifli, 
as to concern ourfelves with thofe who are riOt Of 
us; far lefs, who ftand in Oppofitjon to us, fo asto 
«prove, inftruft, or reclaim them, as Fellow- 
Members or Brethren : Yet ^\ih 4 Refpe£k to re- 
move the general Reproach from the Cbriftian 
Name, with a tendel- Regard to the Good of- their 
immortal Souls, for the Zeal wie owe to God*s 
Glory, and for the Exaltation and Propagation of 
his everlafting Trutii and Go^l in the Earth, Wie 
have not been wantiiig with the Hatard of our Lvv^ 
to feek the fcattered Ones, holding forth the livinjg 
and fure Foundatien^ and inviting and perfwadmg 

all 



; .; .2& Anarchy of .the Ranter 5y &c. . S^ft, IV, 

• 

all to obey the Gofpel'of Chrift, and to take Nptice 
of his Reproots, as he makes >himlelr manifeQ? ixl 
and by his Light in their Hearts. So our Care and 
Travail is and hath been towards thofe that are with- 
out, that we may bring them into the Fellowfhip of 
the Saints in Light ; and towards thofe that are 
brought in, that they may not be led out again» 
or drawn afide, either to the left Hand or the 
right, by the .Workings and Temptations of the 
Enemy. 

Thefe Things being thus cleared and opened, we 
do pofuivcly affirm. That we being a People ga- 
•ther^d together by the Power ot jSod, which moft 
if pot all of thofe,. that arifing 4«nQi^g ourfelves, do 
oppofe us herein, have acknowledged, into the Be- 
lief of. certain Principles and Doftrines, and alfo 
certain Practices and Performances, by which we are 
come to be feparared and diftinguifhed from others, 
fb as to meet apart, and alfo to fuffer deeply for our 
Joint- Teftimony ; there are, and muft of Neceflity 
be, as in the Gathering of us, fp in the Preferving of 
Diverfities US while gathered, Diverfities of Gifts and Opera- 
A^hurch'^*-"^ for the Edifying of the whole Body. Hence 
laith the Apoftle, i Tim. v. 1 7. Let the Elders that 
rule welly he counted worthy of double Honour^ ejpe^ 
daily they who labour in the Word and DoBrine : And 
this we fuppofe neither to be Popijh nor Anticbri[tian ; 
let our Oppofers fay it, as oft as they can, without 
reckoninjg the Apoftles fuch. 

Secondly, Forafmuch as all are not called in the 
fame Station, fome Rich, fpme Poor; fome Ser- 
vants, fome Mafters -, fome Married, fome unmar- 
ried •, fome Widows, and fome Orphans, and fo 
forth; it is not only convenient, but abfolutely 
Meetings i^cdful, that there be certain Meetings at certain 
about Bu- JPlaces and Times, as may beft fuit the Conveni- 
^^**®^ encies of fuch, who may be mpft particularly con- 
cerned in them ; where both thofe that are to take 
Garc,. may aflemble, and thofe :wtifi niay need this 

Care^ 
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Qirci may come and make known their Neceffitics, 
and receive Help, whether by Q>unfel or Supply, ac- 
cording to their refpeftive Needs. This doth not at . •ibu 
all contradift the Principle of being led inwardly ^"^^^t^^ 
immediately^by the Spirit •, elfc how came the Apo- 
ftle in that Day of the powerftil pouring forth of the 
Spirit of God, to fet apart Men for this Purpoft ? 
Sure, this was not to lead them from' their inward 
Guick ; yea, of the contrary it is exprefly faid, L^ok 
ye out among you /even Men of boneft Report^ full of 
the Holy Gboft^ and fVtfdom^ whom we may appoint 
over this Rujinefs. Sure, they were not to undertake 
a Ekifinefs being full of the Holy Ghoft, which 
might import a Contradiftion to their being led by ! ; 
it : Sa we fee^ it is both fit and fuitable to the Apb- 
ftlcs Doftrine, to have Meetings about BuGnefi* .. 
Now if any' fliould be (b whimfical or. conceited, as 
to fcruple their being at fet Places and Times, 
though thcfe be. nothing relative to the eflcntial 
Parts, but only Circumftances relating to the Con^ 
venicncy of our Pcrfons, which we muft have Re- 
gard to, fo long as we are cloathed with Flefh and 
Blood: And luch Notioniliis, as are againft this 
godly Gare, work far more in their vain Imagina- 
tbns, than they reduce to Practice *, being like un- 
to filch, of whom the Apoftlc James teftified, who 
content themfelves^ with faying to the naked, he 
cloathed i and to the hungry, be fed ; while they . 
ofier not in the leaft to minifter to them thofe 
Things which are heedful for cloathing and feed- r 

ing of them. Yet ftialL we not fcruple to make it 
appear, that 'it is not without very goodGround> 
that we both appoint Places and Times. And firft, - • : 
as to the Place, I (ay as before, it is with our Bodies coavcni- 
we mu(b meet, as well as with our Spirits ; and lb "^^m^j^^ 
of Neceffity we muft convey our Bodies unto one 
Place, that we may fpeak and a6t in thofe Thin^ 
wc meet for: And that muft be in feme certain 
Place, where all muft know where* to find- it ; hav- 
- • F ing 
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iBg herein a Regard tp^jt C^ovewaariM ^4 Qct 
c^fions of (uj:^ as mcqt. VVqr^ it fet, ch^ (Mq oif 
ibe Chm^ pf (^^('rWi} d^ou^ gQ dp (tyiir ftunnd$ 
at /tniiocbf or the Church of Jirufi^iem 2^% Rm^ f 
Nay furely, God hath not given u» our Realbna tQ 
no Purpol^ ; but that we fliould make IJk of thetQ 
fon bis Gloryt ^nd the Good of o^r Brethren i^ y^ 
always in Subjedion to his Power and Spirit, And 
therefore we have Re(pe£|k to thele Things in tho 
appointing of our Meetings^ and do it not wichoy; 
9 Re^rd to the Lord, but in a Senfe of his Fe^r, 
j^nd To the like as to Times, which is no contradiding 
of the inward Leading of the Spirit. Eife hp>¥ 
—And ^^^^^ ^^ Apoftle to appoint a Time to the CoFinlbi^ 
conwtniukt ans m their Contributions, defiring thcnu i Cor, xvi^ 

Hf^eekj yca^ faith he. not that be gave the fame Order 
to the Church of Galatia. I know not, how any 
in Reafon can quarrel about fet Times tor ou(ward| 
Bufinefs, it being done in a Subjediion to God's Wiil^ 
as all Things ought to be : Or elfe, how can fucb^ 
a;i ib do, but quarrel ^ith the Apoftle for this Im* 
pofition, at that Rate, upon the Churches of Cmntb. 
and Galatia ? We appoint no fet Times for the Per* 
formance of the Worfhip of God, fb as to. appoint 
Men to prcaqh and pray at fuch kt Times. ; though 
we appoint Times to meet together in the Narnc of 
the Lord, that We may fejc?! his Prefence, and he 
may move in and through whom 'he pltaf^ with*** 
Rcafons Put Limitation, Which Pradice of oiReting tpg^ 
for the thcr we arc greatly encouraged to by the Promife of 

•nw'of w ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^"^ ^^" blcffcd Experience ; and alfo 
. faid Prac wc are feverely prohibited to lay it afxde by the- holy 
^^* Apoftle 5 and alfo on the other Hand by the fad 
Experience of fuch, as by Negligence or Prejudice 
forfake the Affcmblies of God*s People i upon many 
of which is already i'ulfillcd, and upon others daily 
fulfilling the Judgments threatened upon fuch Tranf. 
greflbrs : Read Heb. x. from Verfe 23, to the End, 

* where 



where that Duty is fo ferioufly exhorted to, and the 
Contempt xsi it reckoned a wilibl Sin, almoft, if 
not altogethci: unpardonable ; yea, a treading under 
Fodt the Son of God^ and a doing Difpile to the Spirit 
of Grace \ .which is fulfilled in our Day, and 
proves the lamentable Fruits of fuch as have fb back- 
fliddeh among uis. And therefore hiiVihg fo ttiuth 
good and real Ground for what we do hereih^ toge* 
thcr with the Approbation and Encouragement of 
Chrift iitd his Apoftle^, both by Comiiiand and 
Praftice, ti^c can, is that bokh the Alpb^ and Vmiga^ 
xht Foundation and Cap-ftonc requit-ed, faithfully 
affirm in good Confcience, that God hath led us by 
his Spirit, both to appoint Places and Tim^ where 
We ndiy fee the Faces one of another % dnd to take 
Care otifc for another, trovokiw one aftotbit to Love 
and good H^orks. Ahd our raith and Confidence 
hercifi cannot be daggered by a mcer Denial in out* 
6ppfoftt5, which no Man of Confcichctf and Re^lfon 
Will fciy it ought i fteing the Thing itfelf hath fuch 
t iblid arid r^al Caufe and f'oiindation, fo g6od it\d 
fuitable a Pattern and Exambl^, and that if is ccm- 
ftantly confirmed to us, both by the Tcftinriony of 
God's Spirit in our Heans, and by the good Fruits 
ifid feffcdts Which wq daily reap thereby, as ^ Seal 
and Confirmation, that God is well pleafed there- 
with, and approvdth us in it. 
' Having thus fah proceeded to (hew, that there 
Ought td qe Order and Gctvcrnment among the Peo- 
ple of God ; and that tflSt, which we plead for is, 
<hat there may be certain Meeting let apart for that 
End : It i^ next to be confidered, in what Cafes^ and 
how fat it may extend. 
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Section V. 

Jn what Cifes^ and bow far^ this Government 
extends, jtnd firfi^ as to Outvoards and Tem^ 
forals. 

2^5^' I Shall begin with that, which gave the firft Rife 

ckoTeMact. j[ foT this Order amoDg . die Apoftles ; and I do 

^^^ verity believe, might have been among the firft Oc- 

cafions that gave the like among us, and that i% 

thcT Care, of the Poor, of Widows, and Orphans. 

Love .and Compaflion are the great, yea, and the 

chiefeft . Marks of Chi/iiamiy : Herebj fiall it he 

known^ faith Chrift, that ye are my Difc^s^ if ye love 

one Mother. And James the Apoftle places Reli- 

I. Totake gion herdn in the iirft Place -, Pure Religioa^ Ikith 

tiw Pool^ ^^ ^^^ undefiled before Gcd and the Fati)er^ w, to^ 

Widows' ^^t the. F^berlefs and ff^tdows in their jf^lSffions^ 

■TJ*^- &c. For this then, as one main End, do we oieet 

^ together, that Enquiry may be made, if there be. 

any Poor of the Houfhold of Faith, that need, that 

they fnay be fupplied v that the Widows may be 

token Care of; that the Orphans and Fatherle& miay 

be bred up and educated. Who will be {b unchrif- 

tian, as toreprove this good Order and Government 

and to lay it is needlels? But if any will thqsotgeft, 

^ay not the Spirit lead cwrj one of you to. give to 

them that need ? W' hat needs meeting about it, and 

fiich Formalities? 

I anfwcr, the Spirit of God leads us lb to do> 
what can they fay to the contrary ? Nor is this a 
Prafticc any Ways inconfiftent with being inwardly 
and immediately led by the Spirit ; for the Spirit of 
God doth now, as wdl as in the Days of Old, lead 
his People into thofe Things which are orderly, and 
^' a good Report \ tor he is-the God of Order, and 

not 
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not of Confufion : And dierefore the holy ApoftlcsJJ*^^?' 

fed by 5S^ 
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judged it no Inconfiftenqr with their being 
the Spirit to a[^nt Men full of the Holy Gboft 
and of Wifiiom, over the Bufinels of the Poor. 
Now if to befuU of the Holy Ghoft be aQjaliE* 
cation needful for this Imptoymeot^ furely, the Na- 
ture of thdr Imploymerit was not to render this ta ^ 
needful a Qualincation ufclefi and inefieftual, as if 
they were not to be led by it. 

Moreover we fee^ though they were at that Time 
all filled with the Spirit, yet there was fomethmg 
wanting before this good Ord^ was eftaUiiked. ] 
There was a Murmuring that Ibme Widows were . 
negleded in die daily Miniftration ; and we moft not 
fuppofe, the Apoftles went about to remedy this 
Evil, that was creeping into the Church, without 
the QMinfel of God by his Spirit, or that this Re* 
medy they were led to, wasftcpping into Apoftacy ; 
neither can it be (b faid of us, we proceeding upon 
the like Occafion. 

If tl)cn it be thus needful and fuitable to the Got J?^^^' 
pel, to relieve the Neceflities of the Poor, that as 4« Poor* 
there was no Beggar to be among Ifrael rfOldj U> far 
lefs now : Mufttbere not be Meetings to appoint 
Contribution, in order to the performing thefe 
Things ? Which is no other, but the giving of a 
general Intimation what the Needs, are,; that every 
one, as God moves their Hearts, and hath profpered 
them, without Impofition, Force or Limitation, 
may give towards theie needful Ufes. In^ which 
Cafe thefe Murmqrers at our good Order in fuch 
Matters, may well think flrange at the Apoftle: 
How preffingly, how earneflly doth he reiterate his 
Dcfxrcs and Provocations, fo to fpeak, in this 
refpedt, to the Corintbtam^ i Cor. xvi. 2» and' the 
viiich and ixth Chapters of the 2d Epiflle through- 
out. 

. Now though he teflifies to them elfewhere, that 
X&fy are tbeTcmfles of the Hjly Gboji^ and that the 
'" ' / ' Spirit 



36 . 72^ Anarchy if the Raraets, &c. ScdI. V. 

' . ^piri$ of God dwiAls in them ; yet ccafcth he not ta 
. intrcat and exhort, yea, and to give them certam 
Orders in this Matter. 

• Bclidcs all thcfc Reatbns, which afe fufBcient to 
convince any unprriddfcacc Man, the fccrct Appri^ 
batitm of God's Spirit accompanying us in ttiis 
Thing; together with the Fruits and Eflfefts of it ; 
which Hundreds tan wmiefe to, whofe Needs have 
been fjipplied, and themfclves helped through di- 
vers Enfficulties •, and the Teftimoni^ or ibme 
already, and of many nipre Orphans and FatherleR 
Children, who have found no Want neither of Father . 
nor Mother, nor other Relations, through the tender 
Love and Care of God's People* in putting them 
Fathcfieii in'Tradcs and Employments, and giving them all 
SSt^Ap^ needful Education : Which will make it appear, 
prentices, e^rc this Age pafs away, to thofe that have an £ye 
to fee, that thefe are not the meer Doings and 
Orders of Men ; but the Work of him who is 
appearing in ten Thoufands of his Saints, to efta- 
blifh not only Truth, but Mercy and Righteoufiiefe 
•in the Earth. 

2 To com- ^"^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ therefore, in the fccond Wace, 
PQ(e Differ, this Order reacheth the- taking up and comjx>fing of 
theoiiTch DiflFcrenccs as to outward Things, which may fall 
in outward out bctwrxt Friend and Friend •, for fuch Things 
flatters. ^^^ |:^|j ^^ through the Intricacies of divers Affiiirs, 
where neither hath any pofitive Intention to injure 
and defraud his Neighbour, as in many Cafes might 
be injft^nced. Or if through the Workings and 
Temptations of him, whole Work is to befet the 
Faithful, and People of the Lord, and to engender, 
fo far as he can. Strife and Divifion among them, 
any fhould ftep afide, as to offer to wrong or pre- 
judice his Neighbour ; we do boldly aver, as a: 
People gathered together by the Lord unto the fame 
Faith, and diftinguiflied from all others by oui^ 
Joint-Teftimony and Sufferings, that we have Power 
and Authority to decide and -remove thefe Thing^ 

among 
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|ledre&. J^j^ thjs in ufelf bach i^ much Rcafoi^ 
^\ I caonoc uU, if aivy that ar^ not wholly pr^jv^ 
dicaoe or obftinatc, cao blamesi^..^ ^oc U wc be pf 
one Mind con<;cming Faith and Religion^ and that 
K be our Joint-Iotere^ to bring all ocber^ unco \^ 
4nPie TtuO) with u&5..^iii^po5nft.tJtiea) ;o be wro»g, 
wh9F C^^dicncc <ia)i w^ l;i^i^ to .^olj^ of reclaiming 
then):, rif the Tnitb we protefs have no^ Efficacy^ 4 
tQ reconcile us ^sMUf^ ouriclvcs in the Matters of 
thi; Wof Id. ? If we bs fotced to go out to others £Qf 
j^cj^ity and juftices becawfe we cannot find iranoong 
^|fe)vi^ how can, wq expe& to invite >theai to conic 
^iiiong us, when (iuch Virtues^, as which ftill accoov 
p^y.tbe Truth, are neceflariiy iuppos'd to be yfWr, 
log I Shouldi we affir^n mother wife', it were to deftroy 
tbe Truth and Faith^ -we have been and are in the 
\m4*%. Hand bqjlfiiqg up: And indeed the Spirir : *- 
uA PraAice of ^h as oppoTe us herein, hath no 
left- Tendency, ' .^ 

Morepver,, befides the enforcing and intrinfick 
Rci^ of this Things we havie.the Concurrence^ 
ApproWtion, and; Tf^naiort of t^ .Apoftle's Tefiii- 
tn^ny, i Coy. vL Darf any i^ yo^^/^vihg a Matr 
ier^gaiJil^MoiUr^ ga tp Law bifope tbeVnjuft^ aid 
netkifoutbe'Samtff.^^i it. be obji^dcd, Dq yon Ob|cAio«. 
reckon all unjuft that ^e^ not of you? Think yea^ 
Qther People void of: Jiuftice^ rr- 

I, anfwer, tboogh. the Apoftle uieth this B^^MfjMrr 
prcffion, I am pq-fw^ded, he did npt. reckon ^IJJSSiJ'Ji. 
others unjuft, that had npt. received then the Chrijlian imtii«. :. 
Faith. There were^ no doubt, ,moral and juft'!*;*"*?^" 
Men among the HeaUmx apd .thef?ft>fe the fame • 
Paul commends the Nobility of Feftus^ he reckons 
them there unjuft in rcfptft of the Saints, or com- 
paratively with them, as fqch as are not come to the 
juft Principle of God in themfelves to obey it and 
Ipllow it : And therefore though he accounts them, 
who are leaft eftcemcd in the Church, capable to 

decide 
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decide fuch MatterS) yet he fuppoleth it lafer to fiib- 
mit to their Judgment in fuch Cales» though it 
were by taking Wronet or fufiering Wrong, than 
to go before outers to the greater Reproach of the 
Truth. We hope, though many Occafions of this 
Kind have iidlen in amon^ us, fince we have been 
a People, none have had juft Occaiion to decline our 
Judgment. And dioi^ (bme Ihould fuppofe them- 
felves to be wronged \ yet if thqr (hould go bring 
their Matter before otiiers, we might fay as the Apo- 
ftle laith in the aforementioned Chapter, Ver. 7. 7iu 
were tbenbj a Fauli in tbem^ and would evidence a 

S eater Care of fome outwsud Concern, thim^ the 
onour and Intf reft of Truth : And therefore fuch 
as have a tender R^rd that Way, would rather fuf- 
fer, what to their Apprehenfions may feem wroqg. 
For in Matters, wherein two Parties are oppoGte in 
Thii^ft the Cafe of Meum and TWmi, it is (bmewhat hard to 
^L^ItZl pfcafe both ; except where the Power of Truth, and 
the righteous Judgment thereof reaching to that of 
God m the Confcience, hath brought to a true Ac- 
khowledgmcnt htm that hath been miftaken^ or in 
the Wrong ; which hath frequently fallen out among 
us, to the often refirfiiins and confirming our 
Souls in the certain Belief, that Cbrift was ftil&tling 
\i\i Promifes amonjz us, in refioring Judj^es^ as at 
ibefirft^ and C^fmfdhn^ as in the Beginning. 
Gdnwb*. Now fuppofe, any ihould be fo petttfli, or hu- 
J^eSSft '*^c''^>^ as not to agree in fuch Matters to the Judg- 
iromtiM ment of his Brethren, and to go before the Unbe- 
§^J5^^ lievers ; for tboi^ I reckonthem not luch Unbelicyers 
thran, is a* as the Heathen of Old, becaul^ they profcfs a Faith 
S^^' in God and Chrift ; yet I majr fafely fay, they are 
Truth. Unbelievers as to tbefe Principles and Do^ines 
which we know are the Truth of God ; and in that 
Senfe muft be Unbelievers as to him, that fo appeal- 
^th to them from his Brethren. I ^y, fuch as lb 

do, firft coQimit a certain Hurt, and Evil, in ibin- 

... jj^ 
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ing the Honour and Reputation of the Truth they 
profefe ; whicli ought to be dearet to us than our 
Lives, And €ven in tl^at outward Matter, for 
^hich they thus do, rhey run a Hazzard, not l^now- 
ing whether Things fliall carry, as they expcA : If 
tSiey ioofe, they have a double Prejudice ; if they 
gaiii), it is a too de^ Rate, even with the Hurt m 
Truth^s Repmation, which their outward Advan- 
tage cannot make up. If then, it be unlawf\ri to. 
do Evil, that Good may come on it, even a fpiri- 
tual Good ; far lefe is it lawful to do a pofitive Evil 
of fedeep a Dye, as to bring an evil tteport upon 
«hc ^ood Land, and give the Uncircumciferf ?in 
<>€€afif0ii to rejoice: Out of the uncertain Hc^e of 
an oatward Gain, it is ifiar better to fufFer Lofs, as 
the Apofbl6 very well argues in the Place above 
^o€iitioned. 

Indeed, if there be any fuch, have t>ecn,. or 
appear to be of us, as fi4>pife. There is net a wife 
Man among us all, nor an honed Man, that is ab!e 
to jadge betwiixt his Brethren, we fhaU not covet to 
medcfie « their Matter ; being perfwaded, that ei- 
riierthey, or their Caufe is nought. Though, Praifes 
4:0 God, among all thofc that have gone from us, 
either upon one Account or other, I never heard 
that any were fo minded towards us ; but the nioft 
Part of them having let in the 05ence of fome 
Things, or Pcrfons, have had this unanimous Tefti- ^^^^^ 
mony concerning us, that generally we are an honeft concoTni^ 
and upright-hearted People. **• 

But whatever Senfe our Enemies, or Apoftates 
have of us, who look afquint on the Face t>f Truth, 
and can lee nothing aright in thofe they love not, 
or are prejud'icate againft ; this we can fay in the laft 
Place, bcfides the Keafons and Scripture above de- 
clared, that the good Fruits and EfFefts, which 
daily abound to the Houfhold of Faith, in this, as 
well as the other Parts of the Government the Lord 
is cftablifhing among us, doth more and more com- 

G maid 
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mend it unto us ; and confirnneth our Hearts in the 
certain Belief of that, which we can confidently 
tcftify in good Confcience, that God hath led us 
hereunto by his Spirit ; and we fee the Hand of the 
Lord herein, which in due Time will yet more ap- 
pear ; that as through our faithful Teftimony, in 
the Hand of the Lord, that Antichriftian and Apo- 
IbJced*' ftatized Generation, the National Miniftry, hath re- 
Mainte- ceived a deadly Blow by -our difcovering and wit- 
Tyti^s"^ neffing againft their forced Maintenance, and Tythcs, 
have re- againft which we have tcftified by many cruel Suffer- 
d«Sy * ^"g^ ^^ ^^^ Kinds, as our Chronicle fhall make known 
Biow« to Generations to come, fo that their Kingdom, in 
the Hearts of Thoufands, begins to totter and loofc 
, its Strength, and fhall aflfuredly fall to the Ground, 
through Truth's prevailing in the Earth ; fo on the 
other Hand do we, by coming to Righteoufnefe and 
Innocency, weaken the Strength of their Kingdom 
who judge for Rewards, as well as fuch as preach for 
Hire, and by not miniftring Occafion to thofe, who 
have heaped up Riches, and lived in Excefs, Luft, 
and Riot, by feeding and preying upon the Iniqui- 
ties and Contentions of the People. For as Truth 
and Righteoufnefs prevails in the Earth, by our 
faithful witneffing and keeping to it, the Nation fhall 
come to be eafed and difburdened of that deceitfiil 
by'^iicks Tribe of Lawyers, as well as Prieftc, who by their 
andintri- many Tricks, and endlefs Intricacies, have rendered 
mem ^n. Juftice, in their Method, burdenfome to honeft 
^ troverfie*. Men, and feek not fo much to put an End, as to 
foment Controverfies and Contentions, that they 
themfelves may be ,ftill fed and upheld, and their 
Trade kept up. Whereas by Truth's Propagation, 
as many of thefe Controverfies will die by Mens 
coming to be lefs contentious -, fo when any Differ- 
ence arifeth, the Saints giving Judgment, without 
Gift or Reward, or running into the Tricks and end- 
lefs Labyrinths of the Lawyers, will foon compofe 
them. And this is that we are pcrfwadcd, the Lord 

is 
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is bringing about in our Day, though many do not, 
and many will not fee it, becaufe it is indeed ia a 
Way different and contrary to Man's Wifdom, who 
are now dtfpifing Chrift in his inward Appearance, 
becaufe of the Meanncfs of it ; as the Jews of Old 
did him in his outward: Yet notwithftanding there 
were fome then that did Witncfe, and could not 
be filent, but muft teftify that he was come. Even 
fo now are there Thousands, that can fet to their 
Seal, that he hath now again the fecond Time ap- 
peared, and is appearing in ten Thoufands of his 
Saints; in and among whom, as a Firft-fruits of 
many more that (hall be gathered, he is rcftoring 
the Golden Age, and bringing them into the holy chrift's ro. 
Order and Government of his own Son, who is ftoring the 
ruling, and to rule in the Midft of them, fettiog^ge^*" 
forth the Counfcllors as at the Beginning, and Judges 
as at firft i and eftiabliftiing Truth, Mercy, Righte- 
oufncfs, and Judgment again in the Earth : Jmetiy 
Hallelujah! # 

Thirdly, Thefe Meetings take Care in the Cafe 3. T© take 
of Marriages, that all Things be clear; and thatcAflS^* 
there may nothing be done in that Procedure, which MarrUgci. 
afterwards may prove to the Prejudice of Truth, or 
of the Parties concerned ; which being an outward 
Thing, that is acknowledged in itfelf to be lawful, 
of the greateft Importance a Man, or a Woman, can 
perform in this World ; and from the fudden, un- 
wary, or diforderly Procedure whereof, very great 
Snares and Reproaches may be call both upon the 
Parties, and the Profeffion owned by them •, there- 
fore it doth very fitly, among other Things, when ' 
it occurs, come to be confidcred of by the People of 
God, when met, to take Care to preferve all Things 
right and favoury in the Houfhold of Faith. We 
do believe our Adverfaries, that watch for Evil 
againft us, would be glad, how promifcuodfly or 
jiiforderly we proceed in this weighty Matter -, that 
fo they might the more baldly accufe us, as Over- 
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turners of all human and Cbrijlian Order : But God 
has not left us without his Counfel and Wifdom \t\ 
this Thing ; nor will he» that any fliould receive juft 
Occafion againft us his People : And th^efore in 
thk weighty Concern, we, who can do nothing 
againli: the Truth, but al> for, and with a. Regard 
to the Truth> have divers Tefti monies for the Lord. 
And— 
1 Our Fir ft. That we cannot marry with thofe that walk 
7^^^^^ not in, and obey not the Truth, as being of another 
Marrying Judgment, OT FcHowflbip i or pretending to it, walk 
Unbeiier. ^^^ fuitable and anfwprable thereto. 
cr». Secondly,, ifjor can we go to the hireling Priefts,. 

rrfeft/^ * ^o uphold their falfe and ufurped Authority, who 
^ take upon them to Marry People without any 
Command, or Precedent for it from the Law of 
God. 
5 In for. Laftly > Nor can wc fiiffer any fuch Kind of Mar- 
bidden Dc. riagcs to pafs among us, which cither as to the De- 
grees. gj.g^g ^j: Confanguinky, or otherwife, in itfclf ia 
unlawful, or from which there may be any juft Re- 
flexion caft upon our Way. 

Tea u ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^» '^^y being Matters of Princi- 
AgainftUn- pies received and believed, it is not my Work here 
behever*. ^^ debate them -, only fince they are received and 
owned as fuch, ipr which we can, and have given 
our fufEcient Reafons elfewhere, as for our otbei? 
Principles, we ought to care, how any, by walking 
otherwife, bring Reproach upon us. Yet not to pa&. 
them wholly by, as to the firft ; befides the Teftimofiy 
of the Spirit of Gpd in our Hearts, which is the 
original Ground of our F^ith in all Things, we 
have the Tefti mony of the Apoftle Paul^ 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. Be ye not unequally 'joked together^ &c. No^ 
if any fhould think, it were much from this Scrip- 
ture to plead it abfolutely unlawful in any Cafe, to 
join in Marriage with any,' however otherwife 
fober, becaufe of their not being one with us in al| 
Things 5 I fl>all fpeak my Judgment. To me it 

iappear§ 
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appears fot aivd to mariy more who have obtained 
ijfefcy -, and we (hink we have the Spirit of God. 
But whether it be lawful or not, I can fay pofitively^ 
' ift 16 not expedient, neither doth it edify ; and, as 
tliat which is of dangerous Contequence, doth give 
juftly Offence to the Church of Chrift : And there- 
fore no true tender Heart, will prefer his private ^ 
Love to the Qood and Intereft of the whole Body. 

As to the fecond, in that we deny the Priefts their Tj^ 2. 
affumed Authority and Power to Marry, it is that p^jcft's ^^ 
which in no wife we can * rcfile from, nor can we w«t«» 
own any in the doing of it j it being a Part of our **^"** 
Teftimony againft the Ufurpations of that Genera- 
tion, who never yet, that I ever heard of, could 
produce any Scripture- Proof, or Example for it. 
And iccing, nbiie can pretend Confcience in the 
Matter, for they thcmfelves confefs, that it is no 
Part of the Effence of Marriage j if any pretending 
to be ^among us, fhould throi^h Fear, Intereft, or 
Prejudice to the Truth, come uilder and bow to that 
linage, have we not Reafon to deny fuch flavilh 
apd ignoble Spirits, ' as mind not Truth and its 
Teftimony ? 

Laftly, Seeing, if any walking with us, or go- Tcft.a. 
irig under the feme Name, fhould haftily or difor- ^s?*^^ 
dcrly go together, either being within the Degrees Degrees of 
of Confangumity, which the Law of God forbids, ^u"^*^^* 
or that either Party fhould have been formerly un- Pre^- 
der any Tye or Obligation to others, or any other gge»«nt»» 
yaft EKfproportibn, which mignt bring a juft Reflec- 
tion upon us from our Oppofers ; can any blame us 
for taking Care to prevent thefe Evils, by appointing 
that fuch as fo defign, make known their Intentions 
to thefe Churches, or AfTemblies, where they are 
pioft known, that if any know juft Caufc of Hin- 
d;-ance, it may be mentioned, and a timely Check 
put to the Hurt, either by flopping it, if they can be 
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brought to condefoend ; or, by rcfufing to be Wit- 
nefles and Concurrers with them in it, if they will 
not ? For we take not upon us to hinder any to 
Marry, otherwife than by Advice, or not concerning 
ourfelves ; neither do we judge, that fuch as do 
Marry contrary to our Mind, that therefore their . 
Maniage is null and void in itfelf, or may be diffolv- 
ed . afterwards : Nay \ all we do is in a holy 
Care for the Truth. For if the Thing be right, aU 
that we do is to be Witneffes ; and if otherwife, that 
we may fay for our Vindication to fuch as may up- 
braid us therewith, that we advifed otherwife, and 
did no ways concur in the Matter: That fo they may 
bear their own Burden, and the Truth and People 
of God be cleared. 
What kind ^oyff I am confident, that our Way herein is fo 
ofPcrfons anfwcrable to Realon and Cbriftianity^ that none 
bSar the ^^^^ blame us therefore ; except either fuch, whofe 
soodOrder irregular and impatient Lulls cannot fufier a ferious 
of Truth. ^^ Cbrijtian Examination, and an adviled and mo- 
derate Procedure ; or fuch, who watching for Evil 
againft us, are forry, we fhould proceed fo orderly, 
and would rather we fhould fufFer all manner of Ir- 
regularities and Abominations, that they might have 
the more to fay againft us. But the fblid and real 
Rcafons we have for our Way herein, will fufHcient- 
ly plead for us in the Hearts of all fober Men; 
and moreover, the Teflimony of God's Spirit in 
our Hearcs, doth abundantly confirm us both 
againfl the Folly of the one, and the Envy of the 
other, 
^^^ Fourthly, There being nothing more needful than 
Care for to prefcTve Men and Women in Righteoufnefs, after 
'^^i^^'aAt- ^^^y ^^^ brought into it -, and alfo nothing more cer- 
ing(5rend. tain, than that the great Enemy of Man's Soul feeks 
*'^' daily, how he may draw back again, and catch thofe^ 

who have in fome meafure efcaped his Snares, and 
known Deliverance from them \ therefore do we 
ajfo meet together ^ thaj we may receive an Oppor.. 
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tunity to uridcrftand, if any have fallen under his 
Temptations, that we may reftorc them again, if 
poffible ; or otherwife feparate them from us. Sure- 
ly, if we did not fo, wc might be juftly blamed as 
fuch, among whom it were lawful to commit any 
£vil unreproved ; indeed, this were to be guilty of 
that Libertinilm, which fome have falfly accufed us 
of, and which hath been our Care all along, as.. be- 
came the People of God, to avoid ; therefore we 
have fought always to keep the Houfe clean, by 
faithfully reproving and removing, according to 
the Nature of the Offence, and th« Scandal follow- 
ing thereupon ; private Things privately, and pub- 
lick Things publickly. We defire not to propagate 
Hurt, and defile People's Minds with telling them 
fuch Things as tend not to edify \ yet do we not fo 
cover over or finooth over any Wickednefs, as not 
to deal roundly with the Perfons guilty, ahcl caufing 
them to take away the Scandal in their Acknow- 
ledgment before all, to whofe Knowledge it hath 
,come: Yet judge wc not ourfelves obliged to tell 
that in Gath, or publijh that in the Streets ^ Afkelon, 
whicb makes the Daughters of, the Uncircumcifed re-* 
joice ; or ftrengthen Atheijls and Ranters in their Ob- 
xluratencfs, who feed more upon the Failings of the 
Saints, ,than imitate their true Repentance. And 
therefore where we find im unfeigning Returning to . 
the Lord, we defire not to remember that, which 
the Lord hath forgpttcn ; nor yet to throw Offences 
in the Way of the Weak, that they may ftumblc 
upon them. 

And therefore I conclude, that our Care as to 
. thefe Things alfo, is moft needful, and a Part of 
that Order and Government, which the Church of 
Chrifl never was, nor can be without ; as doth 
abundantly appear by divers Scriptures heretofore 
mentioned. 
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Haw far this Government doth extend in Mat'- 
ters Spiritual and purely Confcientious. 

TH U S far I have coniidered tbe Oder and 
Government of dx CbHrch, as it reipcAs out* 
ward Things ; and its Authority in condemning or 
reofioving fuch Things, which in themfelves are 
evil, as being cboii^, which none mW readily jufttfy : 
The Neceflity of which -Things is fuch, chat few but 
will acknowledge the Care and Order in chefe CaAs 
to be coaimendable and exf>edient. 

Now I come to confider the Things of another 
Kind, which either verily are, or are fuppofed to 
be Matters of Confcience, or at leaft, wherein Peo- 
ple may lay Claim to Conicience in the adding or 
forbearing of them. In which the great Queftion is. 
How far in fuch Caies the Church may give poficive 
Orders* or Rules I How far her Authority reacheth, 
or may be fuppofed to be binding, and ought to 
be fubmitted to ? For the better clearing and £x« 
amination of which, it will be fit to coniider, 
<fcieft.i. Firft, Whether the Church of Chrift have Power 
in any Cafes, that are Matters of Confcience, to giv6 
a pofitive Sentence and Decifion, which may be ob- 
ligatory upon Believers ? 
Qtieft. II. Secondly, If fo, in what Cafes and Refpeds Ihe 

may fo do ? 

"^ueft.!!!. Thirdly, Wherein confifteth the Freedom and 

* Liberty of Confcience, which may be exercifcd by 

the Members of the true Church diverfly, without 

judging one another ? 

Queft.rv. And laftly. In whdm the Power decifive is ift 

Cafe of Controverfy, or Contention in liich Matters ? 

•Which will alfo lead us to obferve the vaft 

Difference 
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Difference betwixt us and the Paptfts^ and others in 
this Particular. 

As to the firft, Whether the Church of Chrift QsieftioB i. 
have Power in any Cales» that are Matters of Con- 
icicncet to give a pofitive Sentence and Decifion, 
which nniay be obligatory upon Believers.— 
. I anfwer affirmatively, Ihe hath ; and Ihall prove AaAMrer. 
it from divers Inftances^ both from Scripture and 
Reafon. For firft, all Principles and Articles of Articles of 
Faith, which are held doftrinally, are in rcfpeft to m^J^,**^ 
thofe that believe them Matters of Conicience. We Cttn&itase 
know, the Papijls do out of Confcience (fuch as are 
zealous among them) adore, worlhip, and pray to 
Angibls, Saints, and Images, yea, and to the £u- 
charift, as judging it to be really Chrift Jefus ; and 
fo do others place Confcience in Things that are : 
ablblutely wrong : Now I fay, we being gathered «• ^o^ 
together into the Belief of certain Principles and^i^oiil^ 
Doftrines, without any Conftraint or worldly Re- 
fpcft, but by the meer Force of Truth upon our Un- 
derftanding, and its. Power and Influence qpon our 
Hearts ; . thefe Principles and Do£trine;, and the 
Pra&icei neceflarily depending upon them, are, as 
it were, the Terms, th^ have drawn us together ^ 
and the f Bond, by whiqh we became centered into 
one Body and Fellowlhip, and diftinguiflied fronti 
others. Now if any die or more fo engaged with 
.us (hoiA4 arife to teach any other DoArine or Doc- 
. tritto,.. contrary tQthcfc^ ^hich were Ground of our. 
being one \ who .caQ> dipqy, but the Body hath Power 
in fuch a Cafe to declare, this is not according to the 
Truth we profefs \ and therefore we pronounce fuch 

H and 
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• Tet thv is not fo the ^on^ but chat wc have alio a more inward 
and inviiible, to wh^ tde Life "of Righteoufhefs, whereby we alfo 
have Unity with the upright Seed in all, even in tholb whole Under* 
. fundings ar€/ not yet fo enlightened. But thele who are once en* 
lightened, this it as an outward Bond ; and if they fufier themlelve^ 
^to be^rlMMcl through Dilbbedlenee, which as it docs- in the outward 
ioqsit iVit doth-bi the inward* , 
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and (uth Dofbrines to be wrong, with which we lean* 
not have Unity, nor yet any more foiritual Fellow- 
fliip with thofe that hold them ? And lo fuch cut them- 
felves off from being Members by diflblving the vetf 
Bond, by which they were linked to the B^y. Now 
this cannot be accounted Tyranny and Oppreflkxit 
no more than in a civil Society, if one ot the Society 
lhali contradiA one or tnore of the fundamental Ar* 
tides, upon which the Society was contracted, it 
cannot be reckon'd a Breach or Iniquity in the whole 
Society to declare, that fuch Contradi6tors have done 
wrong, and forfeited their Right in that Society ; in 
cafe by the original Conftitution the Nature of the 
Contradidion implies fuch a Forfeiture, as ufually it 
is ; and will no doubt hold in religious Mitten. As 
TheDift)#. if a Body be ^thered into one Fellowihip by the 
^^fSwi* Belief of certain Principles, he that cOmes to bc- 
piesofa licve ofScrways, naturally icattereth bimfelf; for 
excittdw^^ that the Caufe, that gathered him, is taken away : 
himfeif ^d fo thofe that abide conftant, in declaring the 
ai^Tcar^ Thing to be fo as it is, and in looking upon him, 
^«'«' and witnefling of him to others, if neS be, to be 
fuch, as he has made himlelf, do him no Injury. I 
fliall make the Suppoficion in the general, and let 
. every People make the Application to themfelves, 
abftraAing from us ; and then let Cbnftience and 
Reafon in every impartial Reader declare, . whether 
or not it doth not hold : Suppofe a Peopk^ really 
gathered unto the Belief 6f die true and certain Prin- 
ciples of t^e Gofpel, if any of thefe People ihall 
arife and contradidl any of chofe fundamental Truths, 
whether have not fuch as ftand, good Right to caft 
fuch a one out from among them, and to pronounce 
pofitivcly, this is contrary to the Truth we profeis 
and own ; and therefore ought to be rejefted, ^d 
not received, nor yet he that afleres it, as one of us ? 
And is not this Obligatory upon all the Meodbers, 
feeing all are concerned in the like Care^ as to 
themfelves, to hold th« Rights and ftut OOt the 

"Witong? 



BfCt. VI. Cburcb Qmmment in Spirituals • 49 

Wrong ? I camqt tfU* if any Man of Reafon can 
wcU(kP|f this? However^ I fhall prove )t next froin 
the Teftimony of dip Scripture. 

(rtir i^ 8. Bui ib^ib we^ or an Angel from Hea- «- 1^ 
ven^ preach any (Ubhr Cofpel unto youj tbanjhat^^^ "^ 
Vibkb we have^ preached unio youy let Urn be accurfed. 
As tuv faid before^ fi /ay I now again^ Jf any Man 
preach any other Go/pel unto yeu^ than that ye have 
received f let tnm be accurfed. ' 

1 Tim. i. 19, 20. Holding Faith and a good Con* 
fcienccj which fome having put away^ concerning Faith^ 
have made Shipwrack^ tf whom is Hymaencus and 
Alexander, whom I jbqve delivered unto Satan that 
they may learn not to blafpbeme. 

2 John X. J^ there come any unto you^ and 
bring not this DoSlrincy receive him not into your, 
Houfe^ neither bid him rejoice. For io the Greek 
hath 'it. 

Thefe Scriptures are io plain and clear in themfelvei 
M CO this Purpofe, that they need no great ExpoG« 
tion to the unbyaiTed and unprejudicate Readen 
Forefceing • it is fo, that in the true Church there 
may Men arife, and fpeajk pervcrfe Things contrary 
CO the Doi3:rine and Goipel already received : What 
isto be the Place of thofe, that hold the pure and 
jsmcient Truth ? Muft they look upon thefe pcrverfe 
Men. (till, as their Brethren? Muft they cherifli-' 
them as Fellow-members, or muft they judge, con- 
demn, and deny them ? We muft. not think, the 
Apoftle wanted Charity,who will have them accurf- 
ed J and that gave Hymaneus and Alexander over to nymsnens 
$aian^ after that they had departed from the true ^j^^^^ 
.Faith, that they might learn not to blafpheme. In (UacvcU 
(hort, if we muft, as^our Oppofers, herein acknow- 
J^gCf preferve and keep thoie, that are gome td 
own the Truth, by the iame Means they were ga- 
thered and brought into it, we muft not ceafe to be 
.plain with them, and tell them, when they are 
WTOngi a^nd by found Doctrine, both exhort and ^ 

H % con-' 
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convince Gaihfaycrs. If the Apoftlcs of Chrift of 

Old, and the Preachers of the everlasting Golpel in 

this Day, had told all People, however Wrong they 

^ found them in their Faith and Principles, Oar Cha- 

A wrong ^^^1 ^^ Ijo^t is fuch, we dare not judge you, nor 

ckarity feparatc from you ; but let us all Jive in Love togc- 

lutJ^ ther, and every one enjoy his own Opinion,, and all 

cherifli in will be well : How Ihould the Nations have been ? 

Brror,i«-. q^ ^j^^^. ^^y ^^^ ^j^^y j^ brought to Truth and 

Righteoufhefs ? Would not the Devil love this Doc- 
trine well, by which Darknefe and Ignorance, Error 
and Confudon, might ftill continue in the Earth un- 
reproved, and uncondemned ? If it was needful then 
' for the Apoftles of Chrift in the Days of Old to rc- 
. prove, without fparing to tell the High Priefts and 
great Profcflbrs amohg the Jews^ 7bat Sbey were 
ffubbom andjiiff-neckedy nnd always refilled the. Holy 
Ghqfty without being guilty 'of Impofition and Op- 
preilion, or Want of true Love and Charity 5 and 
alfo for thofe Meflengers the Lord raifed up in this 
Day, to reprove, and cry out againft the Hireling 
Priefts, and to tell the World openly, both Profef^ 
fors and Prophane, That they wfere in Darknefe and 
Ignorance, out of the Truth, Strangers and Aliens 
from the Common-wealth of Ifrael; if God has 

fathered a People by this Means into the Belief of 
ne and the fame Truth, muft not they, if they 
turn and depart from it, be admonifhed, reprovedr, 
and condemned, yea, rather than thole that arc not 
ytt come to the Truth, becaufe they crucify afrefh 
unto themfelves the Lord of Glory^ and put him to 
open Shame? It feems, the A poftle judged it very 
needful, they fliould be fo dealt with, TU.l 10. 
when he fays. There are many unruly and vain Talker i^ 
and JOeceiverSy efpeciaUy they of the Circumcifton^ 
whofe' Mouths muji be flopped^ &c. Were fuch i 
Principle to be received or believed, that in the 
Church of Chrift no Man fhould be feparated from, 
po ]VIan condemned or excluded th? Fellowfhip arid 

Com- 
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Communion of the Body, for his Judgment or 
Opinion in Matter of Faith ;, then what Blafphe- 
mies lo horrid, what Herefies fo damnable^ What 
Dodrinesof Devils, but might harbour itlelf in the 
Church of Chrift ? What Need then of found Doc- ~Tiie 
trine, if no Doftrine make unfound ? What Need of J£iS^ 
convincing and exhorting Gainiayers, if to gainfay Abcmm/ 
be no Crime ? Where Ihould the Unity of the Faidi*^^- 
be I Were not this an Inlet to all Manner of Abo- 
minations ? And to make void the whole Tendency 
of Chrift and his Apoftles DoArine ? And render 
the.Gofpel of none EfFed ? And give a Liberty to 
the unconftant and giddy Will of Man to innovate^ 
alter, and overturn it at his Pleafure ? So thatfh)m 
all that is above-mentioned, we do (afely .conclude. 
That where a People are gathered together into the 
Belief of the Principles and Doctrines of the Goipel 
of Chrift, if any of that People fhall go frpm their 
Principles, and affcrt Things falfe and contrary to 
what they have already received ; fuch as ftand and 
abide firm in the Faith, have Power by the Spirit 
of God, after they have ufed Cbriftian Endeavours 
to convince and reclaim them, upon their Obftinacy 
JO feparate from fuch, and to exclude them from 
their Ipiritual Fellowfhip and Communion : For 
otherways, if this be denied, farcwel to all CbriJlianiSy^ 
or to the maintaining of any found Doftrine in the 
Church of Chrift. 

But fecondly. Taking it for granted, ' that the 
Church of Chrift, or Affcmbly of Believers, may in 
fome Cafes, that are Matter of Confcience, pro- 
nounce a pofitive Sentence and Judgment without 
Hazard of Impofition upon the Members, it comes 
to be enquired. In what Cafes, and how far his Qjicft. $• 
Power reacheth ? 

I anfwer, firft, as that which is riioft clear and Anfwcr. 
undeniable. In the fundamental Principles and Doc- 
trines I of Faith, in cafe any ftiould offer to teach 
otherways, as is ^bove declared ^d proved. But 

fome 
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fixne mtf ptrlup$ acknowli^e that in4ecd, if 4Py 
Ihould contradict the known and owned PrindplfB of 
Truth, and teach othei^ays, it w^e fit to qift out 
and exclude fuch : But what judgeft thou as to le0ier 
Matters, as in Principles of lefs Confequence, or in 
outward Ceremonies or Geftures, whether it be fit to 
prefs Uniformity in thcfc Things? For Anfwcr to 
this, it is fit to confider^ 
confidwa* Firft, The Nature of the Things thcmfclyes. 
^«"*- Secondly, The Spirit and Ground they proceed 

nom. 
III. And Thirdly, The Confequence and Tendenqr of 

them. 

But before I proceed upon thefe, I afiirm, and 
that according to Truth, that as the Church and 
Affcmbly of God's People may and hath Power to 
decide by the Spirit of God in Matters fiindamental 
and weighty, without which no Decifion nor De* 
cree in whatever Matters is available, fo the famis 
The Deci. Church and Aflcmbly alfo in other Matters of lefi 
52^f, ^jj- Moment, as to themfclves, yet being needful and 
lefs Mo. expedient wkh a rcfpe£t to the Circumftancc of 
S^chufch Time, Place, and other Things that may fall in^ 
obligatory, may, and hath Power by the fame Spirit, and not 
other ways, being aftcd, moved, and aflifted, ancj 
)ed by it thereto, to pronounce a pofitive Judgment j 
Which, no doubt, will be found obligatory upoQ 
all fuch, who have a Senfe and Feeling of the 
Mind 6f the Spirit ; though rejeded by fuch as are 
not watchful, and fo are out of the Feeling and 
Unity q£ the Life. And this is that, which none 
that own immediate Revelation, or a being inwardly 
led by the Spirit, to be now a Thing expcfted or 
di^penfed to the Saints, can, without contradicting 
their one Principle, deny ; far Icls fuch, with whon^ 
i have to do in this Matter, who claiming this Pri-* 
yilegc to Particulars, faying, That they being 
moved to do fuch and fuch Thiols, though con* 
^rj to the M^^d 9^4 ^^^ ^ thtiur @re(hra)» are 

f 



St£t VU Chrfb Qnarnmra, inSfirittiak.: 51 

not to be judged for it i adding. Why may it not 
be fo,* that God hath mOved them to it i Now if 
this be a iufiicient Kcafon for them to fuppofe as to 
ene 6r two, I may, without Abfurdity, fuppofe it 
as well to the whole Body. And therefore, as to 
" the firft, /<7wi/, 

The Nature of the Things thcmfclves. If It be cootor*. 
fuch a Thing, the doing or not doing. whereof^ that*^*^ '• 
is either any Ad, or the Forbearance of any, * may 
bring a real R^proath or Ground of AccufadoRAti^ioiidM 
iagainft the Truth prorcffed and owned, and in and ^^*!^[^J^ 
through which there may a viGble Schilm and Di£- 
icbfion ante in the Church, by which Truth's Ene«- 
mics nuy be gratified, and itfelf brought into DiC- 
iofteem ^ then it is jfit for fuch, whofc Care is to keep 
all right, to take Inlpeftion in the Matter, to mc€C 
together in t#tr Fear of God, to wait for. his Coun(el, 
land to rpeak forth his Mind, acoording as he fhall 
jnaniieft himfelf in and among them. And this was 
die PraAice of the primitive Church in the Matter 
of Circumcifion. For here Jay the Etebate: Sonne 
thought it not needful to circumcife thtGMiles% 
others thought it a Thing not to be difpenied witK^: 
And no doubt of tliefe^/^br we muft remember, they 
wer,e not the rebe[liqus//f|i';, but fuch as had already 
' believed .in Chrift); there were, that did it' out of 
CoAfdence, as judging Circumcifion to be ;{{ili obli- 
gatory. For they feid Aus *, Exceft ye he eircum- 
€ifei' after the Munner of Mok&y ye camoi ie faved. 
Now what Courfe took the Church of Antiocb in ^^ 
thcfe Cafes? A£lsxvn 2. They determinei^ /WPaalchurtrhat 
Md Barnabas, and certain other ef thetny fhould ^ un- J^ndft 
. i9 Jeruialem, junto the Apofiles and Elders ahout ibis cafe to j?. 
^eftion. We muft not fuppofe they wanted the XaVi^^' 
. Spfrit of God at Anitiocb,' to have dctided the Mat- fi-omth# 
fer, neither that^ thefe Apoftles negle^Sred or went^ *^ 
from their inward Guide, in undertaking this Jour- 
•-iiey -, yet we fee,, they judged it meet in this Matter 
% .' to haVethe '^d vice -and Qoncurrence^f .the Apoftles 
% - : and 
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and Elders, that were at Jerufalemj that they might 
be all of one Mind in the Matter. For there is no 
greater Property of the Church of Chrift, than pure 
Unity in the Spirit, that is, a Confenting and One- 
nels in Judgment and Pra6tices in Matters of Faith 
and Worfhip, which yet admits of diflPerent Mea^ 
iiires. Growths, and Motions, but never contrary 
' and contradictory ones ; and in thefe Diverfities 
of Operations, yet jR:ill by the fame Spirit, the 
true Liberty is exercifed, as fhall be declared here- 
after: Therefore prayeth Chrift, That tbey di 
^may he one^ as be and the Father is one» To 
which Purpofe aifo let thefe following Scriptures be 
examined : . 

Rom. xii. i6. Be of the fame Mind one towards 
Mother. 

I Cor. i. ID. Now I befeech you^- Brethren^ bf 
the Name of our Lord Jejiis Chrifij that ye all fpeak 
the fame Things and that there be no Dhifions among 
you ; but that ye be perfeSly joined together in thefam^ 
Mindj and in the fame Judgment. 

Ephef. V. 21. Submitting yourfelves one to another 
in the Fear of God. 

Phil. ii. 2. Fulfil ye my Joy^ that ye be Uke mind* 
ed^ having the fame Love^ being of one Accord^ of one 
Mind. 

And yet more remarkable is that of the Apoftle 
Paul to the Philippians^ Chap. Hi. Verfe 15. Let us 
therefore J as many as be perfeS^ be thus minded ; and 
if in any Thing ye be otherways minded^ God fhall re* 
veal even this unto you. 

Verfe 16. Neverthelefs^ whereto we have already 
attained^ let us walk by the fame Rule^ let us mind the 
fame Thing. 

Verfe 17. Brethren^ be Followers together of me^ 
and mark them which walk fo^ as ye have us for an 
Example. 

So here, though the Apoftle grants Forbearance 
in Things^ wherein they have not yet attained; 

yet 
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jrct he cxmckjdes, they mull walk fo, as they have Pretenders 
him for an Example, and fo confcquently not and inno- 
contrary, or otherwife. And therefore, we conclude, [ud^ by 
that whereas any in the Church or God pretending ***« p^w* 
Confcience or Revelation, (hall arife to teach and *^ ^^* 
pra6tife, however infignificant or fmall in thcm- 
Cclves, whether Prmciplcs or Pradlices, yet if they 
be contrary to fuch, as are already received as true, 
and confirmed by God*s Spirit in the Hearts of the 
Saints, and that the introducing of thefe Things 
^end to bring Reproach upon the Truth * as fuch, 
•as are not edifying in themfelves, and fo ftumble 
the Weak ; thofe who have a true and right DiC- 
ccming, may m, and by the Power of God, autho- 
rizing them, and no t)therways, condeiiin and judge 
luch Things :, And they fo doing it, it will be ob- 
ligatory upon all the Members, that have a true 
Senie, becaufe they will feel ft to be fo, and there- 
fore fubmit to it. And thus far as to the Nature of 
themfelves. 

Secondly, as to the Spirit and Ground they pro- Conlidcfju 
ceed frocn. Whatfoever Innovation, Difference, **^^ ^* 
or divers Appfearance, whether in DodSrine or Prac- 
tice, proceedeth not from the pure "moving of the 
Spirit of God, or is not done but of pure Tendernefs' What pro- 
of Corifcience, but either from that, which being ^^^3^^ 
puft up, affefteth Singularity, and there-through spim of 
^ould be obferved, commended, and exalted 5 or ^^thftood^ 
from that, which is the Malignity of fome* Humours and denied, 
and natural Tempers, which will be contradifting 
without Caule, and fecretly begetting of Divifions, 
'Animofities, and Emulations, by which the Unity and 
unfeigned Love of the Brethren is leffcned or rent ; 
1 fay, all Things proceeding from this Root and 
Spirit, however little they may be fuppofed to be of 
themfelves, are to be guarded againft, withftood, 
and denied, as hurtful to the true Churches Peace, 
and a Hindrance to the Profperity of Truth. 

I If 
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Queft. If it be faid. How know ye chat thefe Things 

proceed from that Ground ? 
^^^^ For Anfwer, I make not here any Application a$ 

to particular Perfons or Things ; but if it be grant- 
ed, as it cannot be denied, that there may arife Per- 
fons in the true Church that may do fuch Things 
from fuch a Spirit, though pretending Confcience 
and Tendernefs ; then it mud alfo be acknowledged. 
The Spirit that fuch, to whom God hath given a true Difcem- 
S^iiiAe^ ing by his Spirit, may and ought to judge fuch Prac- 
church tices, and the Spirit they come from, and have no 
Trai?gref- Unity with them. Which if it be owned in the 
*»"• General, proves the Cafe, to wi/. That fome pre- 
tending Confcience in Things feeming indifferent, 
but yet it proceeding in them from a Spirit of Sin- 
gularity, Emulation, or Strife, thofe that have re- 
ceived a Difcerning thereof from the Lord, may 
and ought to judge the TranfgrefTors, without being 
accounted Impofers, Oppreflors of Confcience, or 
Informers of Uniformity, contrary to the Mind of 
Chrift ; againft which the ApofUe alfo guardeth the 
Churches of Old. 

Phil. ii. 3. 4. Let nothing be done through Strife #r 
vain Glory ; but in Lowlinefs of Mind let each efieem 
other better than tbemfelves. 

Look not every Man on his own things \ but every 
Man alfo on the Things of others. 

Now if it be an Evil to do any Thing out of 

Strife ; then fuch Things that are feen fo to be done, 

are they not to be avoided and forfaken ? So that we 

are confident, our Judgment herein cannot be denied. 

Pretenders or reputed erroneous •, except it be fard, That none 

will arife, will Or Can arife in the Church of Chrift, pretending 

be watched fuch Things from fuch a Spirit : Which 1 know not , 

againft. any that will, it being contrary to the exprcfs Pro- 

phefies of the Scripture, and the Experience of the 

Difcernerf Church in all Ages, as may appear from Mat.xxXv. 

rep^rove'** 24, A£ls XV. 54. 1 Ttm. iv. 5. 2 Tim. iii. 8, Mark 

mdwarn. xiii. 21, 22. 2 Pet. ii. 19. Or on (he other Hand, 

that thole that abide ^ichful, and have a Difcerning 

of 
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of thofe Evils, ought to be filent, and never ought 
to reprove and gainfay them, nor yet warn and ^ 
guard others againft them ; and that it is a Part of 
the commendable Unity of the Church of Chrift, 
t6 fufFer all fuch Things without taking Notice of 
them. I know none will fay fo ; but if there be 
any fo foolifh as to affirm it, let them confider theie 
Scriptures, Gal. ii. 4. i 7im. i. 20. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 
25. fit. i. 9, 10, !!• 

Now if none of thefe hold true, but on the con- 
trary, fuch Evils have been, and may be found, tp 
creep in among the People of God, and that fuch as 
fee them, may and ought to reprove them, then 
neceliarily the dioing fo, is neither ImpoHcion, Force, 
nor Opprcffion. 

As to the Third, concerning the Confequ^nce and ^on&dem^ 
Tendency of them, it is moftly included in the two ***** ^' 
former ; for whatfoever tendeth not to Edification ; 
but on the contrary, to Peftruftion, and to beget Sowm 
Diicord among Brethren, is to be avoided ; accord- ^^gnii. 
ingto that of the Apoftle, Rom. xvi. 17. J^owl^^^^^^ 
iefeecbyouj Brethren^ mark them wbicb caufe Dm/tons *^®*****- 
and Offencesy contrary to fbc Doifrine wbicb ye have 
learned J and avoid them. 

And fince there is no greater Mark of the People 
of God, th^n to be at Peace among themfelves ; to fbi- 
whatfoever tendeth to break that Bond of Love and 5^^^ 
peace, piufl: be teftified againft. Let it be oblerved, feires. 
I fpeak always of the Church of Chrift indeed, and 
deal with fuch. as are of another Mind ; not as 
Itckoning only falfe Churches pot to hgve this Power, 
but denying it even to th? trije Church of Chrift, a$ 
judging it not fit for her (b to ad, as in Relation 
to her Member?. For thoqgh Chrift be the Prince 
of Peace, and doth mpft of all commend Love ^ncj 
Unity to his Difcjpies} yet I alfo know, h^ pnif^ 
not to fend Peace, but a Sword ; that is, in dividing 
IHan from the Lufts and Sins he hath b^9. united 
19, And alfo it is the Work of hi$ l)if<;iples and 

I 8 , JSaieflcngeri 
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To ihe Meffengers to break tKe Bands and Unity of !thc 
breaking of Wicked, whercin they arc banded againft God amj 
^^h^'*' his Truth, and the Confederacy of luch as ftand ii; 
Wicked. Unrighteoufnefs, by inviting and bringing as many 
as will obey, unto Righteoulhefs j whereby they be^ 
come dif-uniled and feparated from theif Compa- 
nions, with whom they were centered, and at Peace 
in the contrary and curled Nature. And indeed, 
Proy, 20. blcffcd are they that are fent forth of the Lord to 
^^ fcatter here, that they may gather into the Unity of 

the Life : And they are bleffed, that in this Refpcft^ 
even for Rightcoufnefs Sake, are fcattered and fe- 
parated from their Brethren -, that they may come 
to know the Brotherhood arjd Fellowlhip which is iii 
the Light -, from which none ought to fcatter* nor 
to be fcattered, but be more and more gathered 
thereunto. And this leads me to what I propofed 
in the third Place under this Head of the true 
Churches Power in Matters Spiritual, or purely 
confcientious ; which may be thus objected : 
^^ If thou plead fo much for an Onenefs in the 

fmallefl Matters, wherein confifteth the freedoni 
and Liberty of the Confcience, which may ht ejcer- 
cifed by the Members of the ttrue Church *diverlly| 
without judging one another ? 
h^ynu Iri Anfwer to this Propofition, I affirm, firft i^ 
general ; that whatfoever Thing may be fuppofed tq 
proceed from the fame Spirit, though divers in its 
Appearance, tending to the fame End of Edifica- 
tion, and which in the Tendency of it layeth not '^ 
real Ground for Diyifipn or JJifTention of Spirit^ 
f el low-Members ought not only to bear one ano^ 
ther, but ftrengthen one another in them. 

Now the Rcfpe<5b wherein this maybe, J caa 
defcribc np better than the Apoflle Paul doth prin- 
cipally in two Places, nyhich therefore will be fit to 
confider at Lengtli for the opening of this Matter ; 
this being ojie of the weighticft Points pertaining tJCf 
this SutMci^:. ^ B^c^ufe as oa Ae one Hand due Eoi:- 

bcarance 
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bearance OAight to be exercifed in its right Place ; fa 
on the other, the niany Devices and l^lfe Pre(fOG»i 
pf the Jlnemy creeping in here, ought to be guardc4 
ag^inft. 

The firft is, i Cgr. xii, from Verfc 4 to 3i.Ha«ii. 

thus: 

Verfe 4. Now there are Dmrftties of Gifts^ hut DiTerfidct 
fbe fame Spirit: f^^ 

Verfe 5. And there are differences (f AdnUnifira- ftiationi;, 
turns, hut the fame JUrd. ^X^ 

Verfe 6. And there are Diverftties of Operati^ns^i^imm 
ha it is the fame Cod that worketb all in all ^JJJ^ ^ 

Verfe 7. But the Manifefiation of the Spirit is given ^r^om-^ 
fo every Man to profit withal. 

Verfe 8. For to one is given hy the Spirit the Word 
pf fVifdom^ to another the Wprd of Knowledge hy the 
fame Spirit i 

Verfe 9. To another Faith hy the fame Spirit^ to 
another the Gifts of Healing hy the fame Spirit. 

Verfe 10. To another the ff^orking of Miracles ^ to 
^mother Prophecy^ to another Di/cerhing of Spirits, $0 
another divers Kinds of Tongues^ to another the Inter* 
fretation of Tongues. 

Verfe ii. But all tbefe worketh that one and the 
felf'fame Spirit^ dividing to every Man feverally^ as bo 

V^rfe 12. For as the Body is one, and bath «^»jf .- At many 
Memhersj and all the Members of that Qne Boh heing M«°^« 

' D J r If ' nt •/! « in one Bo- 

many^ are one pody^ fo aljp ts Lbrtjt. 4y contnr 

Verfe 13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized in- ^J^ "?- 

to one Body J whether we he Jews or Gentiles, whether fiw?^ ' 

'ce;^ he bond or free ; and have heen all made to 4^nk 

'into one Spirit. 
Verfe 14. Fqr the Body is not m Member^ but 

^any. 
Verfc 15. If the Foot fball fay^ hecmfe I am ma 

the fiand^ I am not of the Body •, if it therefore mt of 

tbeBodyi ' " - ' ■ . 

YcFfc 
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Vcrft 1 6. And if the Ear /hall fay ^ hecaufe I am 
not the Eye^ I am not of the Body i is it not therefore 
of the Body ? 

Verfe 1 7. If the whole Body were an Eye^ ivbere 
fvere the Hearing ? If the whole were Hearings where 
'Vocre the Smelling ? 

Vcrfe 18. But now hath God fet the Members 
every one of them in the Body, as it hath pleafed 
him. 

Vcrfe 1 9. And if they were all one Member j where 
were the Body? 

Vcrfe 20. But now are they many Members, yet 
but one Body. 

Vcrfe 21. And the Eye cannot fay unto the Hand^ 
1 have no Need of thee 5 nor again, the Head to the 
Feet, I have no Need of you : 

Vcrfe 22. Nay J much more thofe Members ff the 
Bodyy which feem to be more feeble^ are neceffary : 

Vcrfe 23. And thofe Members of the Body^ which 
we think to be lefs honourable ^ upon thefe we bellow more 
.abundant Honour^ and our uncomely Parts have more 
abundant Comelinefs. 

Verfe 24. For our comely Parts have no Need, 
but God bath tempered the Body together^ having 
given more abundant Honour to that Part which 
lacked : 

Verfe 25. That there [hould be no Scbifm in the 
' Body ; but that the Members fhould have the fame Care 
one of another. 

Vcrfe 26. And whether one Member fuffer^ all the 
Members fuffer with it 5 or one Membep be honoured, 
all the Members rejoice with it. 

Verfe 2 7. Now ye are the Body of Chriji, and Mem-* 
bers in particular : 

Verfe 28. And God bath fet fome in the Churchy 
fr/i Apoftlesj fecondarily Prophets^ thirdly Teachers,, 
after that Miracles^ thm Gifts of Heating, Helps^ 
Government, Diverjities of Tongues^ 

Vcrft 
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Vcrfe 29. Are all Apoftles^ Are all Prophets 9 
Are all teachers ? Are all IVorkers of Miracles ? 

Vcrfe 30. Have all the Gifts of Healing? Do all 
fpeak with Tongues ? Do all interpret ? 

' Which I would not have fet down at large, bat 
that there be fome fo carelefs, efpecially in Matters 
they like not, that they will fcarce be at the Pains 
ferioufly to read over a Citation only named ; and 
that alfo this being prefented before the Reader in 
the Current of the Difcourfe, will fix the Nature 
of my Application the more in his Underftandinff^ 
For the Apoftle Ihews here the Variety of the The sum 
Operations of the divers Members of the Body of^^^'*- 
Chrifl, working to one and the fame End ; as the 
divers Members of a Man's Body towards the, main* 
taining^and upholding of the whole. ' 

Now thcfe are not placed in contrary Workings, 
for fo they would deftroy one another •, and fo the 
Apoftle in the ordering of them in three fevcral Kinds 
proves this : Firft, Diverfities of Gifts. Secondly, 
Pifferences of Adminiftrations. Thirdly, Diverfi- 
ties of Operations. And that which is the Bond that 
keeps the Onenefs, here he alfo mentions, to wit^ 
The fame Spirit, the fame Lord, the fame God : 
The Apoftle names nothing of Contrariety or Oppo- - 
fition. But leaft any fiiould be fo critical, as to 
bring in here the School-Diftinftion of Contrarium^ 
Oppofttum^ and Contradi£lorium ; I ftiall not deny, 
but Contrariety or Opix)fition in . the Senfe it is 
fometimes uken, may be found in the Body with- 
out Schifm ; as the comely Parts may be faid to be 
oppofite or contrary to the Uncomely, or the left 
Hand contrary to the right, or the Foot oppofite to 
the Head, as the upper moft Part to the undermoft ; 
or the doing a Thing is contrary to the forbearing No contra- 
of it", but as for that which is acknowledged to be SSfiro/*** 
Propofitions, or Termini ContradiSlorii^ that is, con- chrift, 
tradidtory Propofitions, which are in themfelvcs ir- 
reconcilable, whereof one muft be ftill wrong, and 

^ diat 
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thttC ftill disftrdy one another, and work cKMitRuy 
£fix:£tS) they are not at all admitted, nor fuppofed 
to be in the Body of Chrift ; as I fhall give in one 
inftanM. Inftance, Verfe 8. ^dime is ffn)en hy the Spirit the 
W6rd af iVifim^ to &:noibtr the ff^rd tf Knowledge 
^ h^tbe fume Spirit : Firft, here are two different GHts^ 
'^ bat not contrary. Secondly, there may Tomething 
bkt Contrariety in the Senfe afbre-mentioned, be 
httt fcippofed; as, fome may want this Gift of 
Wadom and Knowledge, and lb to have, is contrary 
Cb Want, though as to thefe two, none may be ab- 
Ibkitely feid to want them ; yet all have them not 
' m the fame Degree, as a fpecial Gift ; diough as to 
feme Gifts there may be an abfolute Want, as that 
of Miracles and Interpretation of Tongues. But 
Ihould I fuppofe fuch a Contrariety, or more pny- , 
perly a Contradiftion, as to Wifdom to oppofe 
f dlly, and to Knowledge utter Ignorance ; this were 
Im Oppofition not to be admitted of in the Body, 
betatffe it were falfe to fuppofe, that to proceed from 
the fame Spirit. And fuch Contrarieties or Diver- 
fities, as cannot juftly be fuppoled to proceed from 
the fame Spirit of God, which is the Bond that linlcs 
together, cannot be mutually entertained in the Body. 
^rw^^^ So the Differet\ccs and Diverfities which the Apoftte 
ando^ra- admits of, while he fpeaks largely in this Matter, are, 
^onsinthe that none ought to be offended at his Brother, that 
^' . he hath not the fame Work and Office in the Body, 
that he hath ; but that every one keep in his own 
Place, as God hath appointed them; that neither 
they that are ftt in a higher Place, dcfpife them 
that iare fct in a lower ; nor they that are in a low- 
er, grudge and repine at fuch as are fet higher : But 
all work in their proper Place towards the Edification 
of the whole. And that the Apoftle intends this, is 
m*anifeft, where he draws to a Conclufion, Verfe 2 y. 
Now ye are the Body of Chrift^ and Members in par- 
ticular^ and God hath fet fome in the Churchy firft ^ 

Apofilesy 
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Apofiles^ fecondly.^ PropbetSy &c. and then he fub- 
fumes. Are all Apojiles ? &c. 

Which the fame P^/// again confirms, Ephef. iv. 
8. II, to the 17th, which was the fecond Place piac* ai; 
1 intended ; and fhall only mention for Brevity's 
Sake, leaving the Reader to confider of it at his 
Leifure. 

This is alfo held forth by the beloved Difciplc 
John in his threefold Diftinftion, i Joh. ii. 12, 13. 
Of Fathers y Toung Men, and little Children : And 
by Peter^ i Pet. v. 1. 5. in that of Elders and 
Tounger. The true Liberty then in the Churth of Jj^^JJ*^ 
Chrift is exercifed, whenas one judgeth not another thechurch. 
in thefe different Places ; but live in Love together, 
all minding the Unity and general Good of the Bo- 
dy, and to work their own Work in their own Place. 
Alfo the Forbearance of the Saints is exercifed, 
whenas they judge not one another for being found in 
the different Appearance either of doing, or forbear- 
ing; which may be peculiar to their fcveral Places 
and Stations in the Body ; for that there is, and may Divcrfitiei 
be Diverfuies of Works there, is excellently well ^L^^' 
cxprefTed by the Apoftle, viz. by tho 

Rom. xii. 3, For I fay through the Grace given un-^^^^* ' 
to me J to every Man that is among you ^ not to think of 
bimfelf more highly than he ought to think \ but to 
think foberly^' according as God bath dealt to every 
Man the Meafure of Faith. 

Verfe 4. For as we have many Members in one Body^ 
and all Members have not the fame Office \ 

Verfe 5. So we being many^ are one Body in Chrifi^ 
and every one Members one of another. 

Verfe 6. Having then Gifts differing^ according 
to the Grace that is given to us 9 whether Prophecy^ 
let us propbefy according to the Proportion of Faith, 

Verfe 7. Or Miniflry^ let us wait on our Miniflring ; 
or be that teacbeth^ on Teaching : 

Verfe 8^ Or he that exhortethj on Exhortation: He 
that givetby let him do it with Simplicity i he that 

K ruletb. 
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ruleth^ with DUtgence 5^ he that Jheweth Mercy ^ with 
Cbeerfulnefs^ 

If any then Ihould quarrel with his Brother, for 

. cxerdfing that which belongeth to the Office of the 

Body Chrift hath called him to, and would force 

^im to cxercife the fame Office he doth, though he be 

not called to it ; here is a Breach of Cbriftian Liber- 

The ty, and an impofing upon it. Now all Schifms and 

L-£^** hi J^^^ ^^'^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ twofold Refpeft : Either when 

Rets Jars ^^Y Perfon or Perfons affume another or an higher 

andschifms plaCe in the Body than God will have them to be in, 

and fo cxercife an Office ; or go about to perforin 

that which they ought not to do ; or whenas any truly 

exercifmg in their Place, which God hath given 

' them, others rife up and judge them, and would 

draw them /rom ic -, both of which Cafes have been, 

• and may be fuppofed to fall out in the Church of 

Chrift. As 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. where fomc judged 

Paul wrongfully : 3 John 9. where one exalting 

himfelf above his Place, judged whom he ought not. 

We/e'e then, what Divcrfities be moftufually in the 

Church of God, confifting in the Difference of the 

Gift proceeding from the fame Spirit ; and in the 

divers Places that the feveral Members have in the 

fame Body for the Edification of it \ and every one, 

being here in his own Station, his Handing therein, is 

hfs Strength and Perfcdion ;, and to be in another, 

^,, though higher and more eminent, would but weaken 

and hurt him : And fo in this there ought to be a 

mutual Forbearance, that there may neither be a 

coveting nor afpiring on the one Hand, nor yet a de- 

fpifing or condemning on the other. But befides the 

Aa of For- Forbearance of this Nature, which is moft ordinary 

in the^^^ and univerfal, and for the Exercife whereof there is, 

Pjj'"*tive and will ftill be a Need, fo long as there is any Ga- 

'^ ' thering or Church of Chrift upon the Earth, there 

is a certain Liberty, and Forbearance alfo, that is 

more particular, and has a Relation to the Circum* 

ftance of Times and Places, which will not hold* 

univerfally j 



Sed. VI. Church Government in Spirituals. 65'' 

univcrfiilly ; whereof we have the Example of the 
priroitivc Church, teftified by the Scriptures in two 
or three Particulars. The firft was, in fufFering 
Circumcifion to the Jews for a Time, and not only 
fo, but alfo divers others of the legal and ceremo- 
nial Purifications and Cuftoms, as may appear j^£is 
xxi. Verfe 21,. 22, 23, 24, fcff. The fecond was, 
Jn the Obfervation of certain Days^ Rom. xiv. 5. 
And the third. In the ahftaining from Meat 5^ i Cor. 
viii. throughout : Here the Apoftle perfwades to, and 
recommends a Forbearance, becaufe of the Wealc- 
nefs of fome ; for he foys not any where, nor can it 
be found in all the Scriptures of the Gofpel, that 
thefe Things fuch weak ones were exercifed in, were 
Things indifpenfibly neceflhry, or that it had been 
better for them, they had not been under fuch Scru- 
ples, providing it hid been from a Principle of true 
Clearnefs, andfo of Faith. 

Next again, thefe Adls of Forbearance were done in aasof 
' a Condefcenfion to the Weaknefs of fuch, upon whom \^l^^^' . 
the antient, and (in its Seafon) truly deferved Venera- condefeen. 
tion of the Law had fuch a deep Impreflion, that f^^|^^^®* 
they could not difpenfe with all its Ceremonies and 
Cuftoms : And to. fuch the Apoftle holds forth a 
^wofqld Forbearance. 

Firft, A certain Compliance by fuch Believers,- as j, 
were gathered out from the Jews ; though they faw To jewt^ 
over thefe Things, yet it was fit they fhould conde- 
fcend fofnewhat'tp their Countrymen and Brethren, 
who were weak. 

5econdly, The like Forbearance in x.ht GentikSy J^^> . 
not to judge them in thefe Things : But we fee, that ""'*' 
if was not allowed for fuch weak Ones to propagate 
thefe Scruples, or draw others into them •, and that 
whenas any of the Churches of the Gentiles^ who 
wanted this Occafion, would have been exercifing 
this Liberty, or pleading for it, the Apoftle doth 
downrightly condemn it, as I ftiall make appear in 
j^Jl thip three Inftances above-mentioned. 

l^ 2 Fixft^ 
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loft.!. Firft, In that of Circumcifion, Gal. v. 2. 4, 

^^^^"^ Behold, I Paul fay unto you^ that if 'je he cir- 

cumcifed, Chrift /hall profit you nothings CbriH Ui 

become of none Effe£l unto you : fVbofoever of you are 

juftified by the Law, ye are fallen from Grace. 

Can there be any Thing more pofitive ? Might 

not fome here have pretended Tendernefs of Con- 

fciencc, and have faid, Though the -Decree of the 

Apoftles do difpenfe with Circumcifion in me-, yet 

if I find a Scruple in myfelf^ and a Defircto it out 

of Tendernefs, -why (hould it be an Evil in me to 

do it, more than in the Jews that believe ? We 

fee, there is no Room left here for fuch Rea- 

foning. 

Inft. 2. Secondly, As to Obfervations, G^/, iv. 9, 10, 11. 

Of Obfer- Might not they have anfwered. What if we regard 

^nons o ^ p^y ^^ ^j^^ Lord, muft we not then ? Are not 

thefe thy own Words ? We fee, that did not hold 
|)ere, becaufe in them it was a Returning to the 
beggarly Elements, 
inft.^. Thirdly, As to Meats, i Ttm. iv. 7,. Here we 
Of Meats, fee, that is accounted a Doftrine of Devils ; which 
in another Relpedt was Chrifiian Forbearance. And 
therefore now, and that in the general Refpeft, he 
gives this Reafon, Verfe 4. For every Creature of 
God is good, and nothing to be refujed, if it be received 
with Thank/giving of them that believe^ and know the 
Truth. So we fee, that in thefe particular Things, 
there is great Need of Warinefs jn the Church of 
Chrift ; for that fometimes Forbearance under a Pre- 
tence of Liberty, may be more hurtful, than down- 
right Judging. I fqppofe, if any fhould arife, ancj 
pretend Confcience, and claim a Liberty for Cirr 
cumcifion, and the Purification of the Law, whe- 
ther all Cbriftians would not with one Voice conden^n 
it? And fo as to Days and Meats, how do "the Ge^ 
ncrality of Proteftants judge it? Though I deny 
not, but there may and ought to be a mutual 
Foi JDearange in the Church of Chrift in fomc fuch 
• ■■ ■ ^'- ■■ '■ ■ ^ Cafes, 



/^ 



Scd. YIL "the Churches Power of Decifion, 67 

Cafes, which may fall in ; and a Liberty there it 
in the Lord, which breaks not the Peace of the true 
Church : But in fuch Matters, as I obferved at large 
before, both the Nature of the Things, the Spirit 
they come from, and the Occafion Irom whence, 
and their Confequence and Tendency, is to be care- 
fully obfcrved. 



^mm 



Section VII. 
Concerning the Power of Decision. 

SEEING then, it may fall out in the Church 
of Chrift, that both fome may affume another 
Place in the Body than they ought, and others may 
lay Claim to a Liberty, and pretend Confcicncc in 
Things they ought not, and that without Qucftion 
the Wrong is not to be tolerated, but to be tcftificd 
againft, however fpecious its Appearance may be ; 
and that it muft and ought to be judged : The 
Queftion will arife, Who is the proper Judge orgeadiix. 
Judges, in whom refideth the Power of deciding thi$ |^°P*^ 
Controverfy ? And this is that which I undertook in 
the next Place to treat of, as being the fpecifick Dif- 
ference, and diftingu idling Property of the Church 
of Chrift from all other Anti-chriftian Aflembjies an4 
Churches of Man's building and framing. 

To give a Ihort, and yet clear and plain Anfwcr 
to this Propofition : The only proper Judge of Coa- '^'^JP'f^f 
proverlies in the Church, is the Spirit of God, and propy 
the Power of deciding, folely lies in it ; as having Ju4?of 
the only unerring, infallible, and certain Judgment ^^ in the' 
belonging to it. Which Infallibility is not neceffa. church. ' 
rily annexed to any Perfons, Perfon, or Places what- 
foever, by Virtue of any Office, Place, or Station, 
any one mj^y havcj, Qf h^vc had in the Body of Chrift. 

That 
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That is to fay, that any have Ground to reafon thus, 
Becagfe I am or have been fuch an eminent Mem- 
ber, therefore my Judgment is infallible ; or, Be- 
caufe yft are the greateft Number 5 or that. We live 
in fuch a noted or femous Place j or the like : Tho* 
fome of thefe Rcafons may and ought to have their 
true Weight in cafe of contradiftory Affertions, as 
fliall hereafter be obferved, yet not fo, as upon 
which either mainly or only the infallible Judgment 
is to be placed ; but upon the Spirit, as that which 
is the firm and unmoveable Foundation. 

And now if I fhould go on no further, I have 

faid enough to vindicate us from Impofition, and 

from the Tyranny, whether of Poperyy Prelacy^ or 

'' Prejh^tery^ pr any fuch like, we have or may be 

branded with; ajs fliall after appear. 

But tp proceed : Herein lies the Difference . be- 
twixt the Uifpenfation of the Law, and the Gofpel, 
. or New Covenant ; for that of Old all Anfwers 
were to be received from the Prieflis in the Taberna- 
cle. For he, that appeared betwixt the Cherubiftis • 
Exo «5a«-there, fpake forjh his Mind to the People; and 
^^^' ^' . there were alfp Families of the Prophets, to whoir^ 
H6f. 12. ip. they reforted for the Anfwer of the Lord, though 
^chro.' 18: Sometimes as a Signification of the further Glory, 
^,7» that was to be revealed, it pleafed God to reveaj 
Heb.^i.^2.l^J5 Mind to fome, even to them, who were neither 
Prophets, Dor Prophets Sons, but under the Gofpel, 
we are all to be tp.ught of God ; that is, none are 
excluded from his Privilege by not being of the 
Tribe of Levy^ or of the Children pf the Prophets ; 
Though this iprivilege is as trqly ej^ercifed in fome 
by affenting ^n4 obeying, to what God commands 
^nd reveals through others, they feeling Unity with 
it in the Life, as by fuch, who by the Revelation 
and Command of God's Spirit hold forth his Will 
to his People in certain Particulars, which the fame 
Spirit leads and commands them to obey. So tha^ 
^e f^y, and that with a very good Ground, that -it 
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is no way inconfiftent with this found and unerring 
Principle, to affirm, that the judgment of a certain Judgment 
Pcrfon or Perfons in certain Cal'es is infallible, or forljj.^^® 
a certain Perfon or Perfons to give a pofitive Judg- fr©in the 
ment, and pronounce it as obligatory upon others, ^P^^i^ 
bccaufe the Foundations and Ground thereof, is noc 
bccaufe they are infallible, but becairfe in thefc- 
Things, and at that Time they were led by the; 
infallible Spirit. And therefore it will not ftielter 
any in this Refpeft to pretend, I am not bound to 
obey the Diftates of fallible Men: Is pot this - 
Popery ? I not being perfwaded in myfelf. Becaufc 
it is not to be difobedient to them, but to the Judg- 
ment of Truth through them at fuch a Time ; and 
one or more there not being pref waded, may as 
probably proceed from their being hardened, and 
being out of their Place, and in an Incapacity to 
hear the Requirings, as that the Thing is not re- 
quired of them ; which none can deny, but it may 
as well be fuppofed, as the contrary. But for the 
further clearing of this Matter, before I conclude, 
1 fhall not doubt both to affirm and prove thefe fol- 
lowing Propofitions. 

Firft, That there never will, nor can be want-Aflrert.i. 
ing in Cafe of Controverfy, the Spirit of God to 
give Judgment through fome or other in the 
Church of Chrift, fo long as any Affembly can 
properly, or in any tolerable Suppofition be fo 
xermcd. 

Secondly, That God hath ordinarily, in the comr Affeit. 2. 
municating of his Will under his Golpel, imploycd 
fuch whom he had made ufe of in gathering of his 
Church, and in feeding and watching over them ; 
though not excluding others. 

Thirdly, That their de FaSio^ or effeftually meet- Affert. j. 
ing together, and giving a pofitive Judgment in fuch 
Cafes, will not import Tyranny and Ufurpation, or 
an Inconfiftency with the univerfal Privilege, that all 
Cbrijlians have, to be led by the Spirit ; neither 

will 
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will the Pretences of any contradiding them, or 

refiifir^ to fubmitt upon the Account they fee it 

not, or fo, excufe them fh)ni being realJy gui]ty of 

difobeying God. 

^jg^g^ j^ For the firft, to thofe that believe the Scripture^ 

proved, there will need no other Probation, than that erf" 

^Mat, xxviii. 20. And k^ I am wiibyou alwaj^ even 

unto the End of the World. And Verfe 18. And the 

Gates of Helljball not prevail agatnfl it. 

TiMia&iii- Now if the Church of Chrift were fo deftituteof 

te (£!t^ *^ ^P*"^ ^^ ^^» ^'^^ "* ^^ ^^ Diflfia-ence that 
offleUcam- were not any found, that by the infallible Spirit 

I^Jg^^ could give a certain Judgment, would not then the 
Gates of Hell prevail againft it ? For where is Strife 
and Divifion, and no efieAual Way to put an End 
to it, there not only the Gates, but the Courts and 
inner Chambers of Darkneis prevail; for where 
Envy and Strife is, there is Confufion, and every 
evil Work. 

But that there may be here no Ground of Miftake 
or Suppofition, that we were annexing Infallibility 
to certain Perfons, or limiting the Church to fuch ; 
I underftand not by the Church, every particular 
Gathering or Aflcmbly, circumfcribed to any parti*- 
Theerring cular Country or City ; for I will not refufe, but 
Owif^ or divers of them, both apart and together, if not 
^^ "^ eftablifhed in Gcxl*s Power, may err. Nor yet do 
I lay the abfolute Strefe upon a general Aflfembly of 
Perfons, as fuch, picked and chofen out of every 
one of thofe particular Churches •, as if what the 
Generality or Plurality of thofe conclude upon, were 
neceffarily to be fiippofed to be the infallible Judg'^ 
ment of Truth : Though to fuch an AffemWy of 
Perfons truly ftated, as they ought, in Qod*s Power^ 
he hath heretofore revealed his Will in fuch Cafes ; 
and yet may, as the mod probable Way, which 
(hall be fpoken of hereafter. Yet fuch as a meet 
Aflcmbly, is not conclufive. Nor yet do I under- 
ftand by the Church, every Gathering or Aflembly 

of 
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of People, who may hold found and true Principles, 
or have a Form of Truth -, for fome may lofe the —Having 
Life and Power of Godhnels, who nocwithftanding ^ xraS! 
may retain the Form or Notions of Things, but 
yet are to be turned away from, becaufe in fo far, 
as I obferved before, as San&ification, to wH^ thofe 
that are £mftified in Chrift Jefus, make the Church, 
and give the right Definition to it : Where that is 
wholly wanting, the Church of Chrift ceafeth to 
be \ and the^ remains nothing but a Shadow with- 
out Subftance. Such Afiemblies then are like the 
dead Body, when the Soul is departed, which is no 
more fit to be converfed with, becaufe it corrupts, 
and proves ndfom to the Living. But by the Church 
of Chrift, I underftand all ihofe that truly and 
really have recqved, and hold the Truth, as it is in 
Jefin, and are in meafure fand:ified, or faiK^tifying in 
and by the Power and Virtue thereof working in 
their inward Parts: And this may be made up of 
divers diftinft Gatherings, or Churches, in feveral The true 
Countries or Nations: I fay, fo long as thefe or^**"'^^ 
any of them do retain that which juftly entitles them 
the Church or Churches of Chrift, which they may 
be truly call'd^ though there may fall out fome Dit- 
fcrcnccs, Divifions, or Schifms among them : As 
we may fee, there was no fmall Dif]^ntk)n in the 
Church of Antiocb^ and yet it ceafed not to be a 
Church, ASlsxv, 2. and 1 Cor. i, 11, For U bath 
been declared unto me of jou^ my Brethren^ tbat tbere 
are Contentions among you ; and yet Verfc 2, he en- 
titles them the Church of God, tbem tbat arefanc^ 
H^d in Cbrifi Jefus : So long, I fey, as they truly 
retain this Tide of the Church of Chrift, as being 
really fuch, there will never be wanting the certain 
Judgment of Truth. For which, bcfides the pofi- The cor- 
tive Promifc of Chrift before-mentioned, which is SLm o» 
not without Blafbhemy to be called in Queftion, or Truth u 
doubted of, I mail add thefe Reafons. That fce-w^W^a 
ing the Church of Chrift is his Body, of which he ^^i^^Jl^^jf^ 

Li4 IS 
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is the Headf it were to make Chrift negligent of 
his Body». who ftiles himfelf the good Shepherd, 
and hath faid, He will never leave nor forfake bis 
own ; or elfe, which is worfe, it would infer a Pof- 
fibility of Error, or Miftakc in Chrift, in whom, as 
the Head are the Eyes of the Body, by which it i% 
to be ruled in all Things. Next, we never find in 
all the Scripture fince the Gofpel, that ever this was 
wanting ; but that God ftill gave bfallible Judg- 
ment by his Spirit, in fomc of the Refpedis above- 
mentioned. If the Tranfaftions and Controverfics 
of the after Centuries be alledged, I will boldly 
affirm and prove, that there was never a true Judg- 
ment wanting, fo long as the Nature and Eflence of 
the true Church was retained -, if any will needs 
affirm otherwifc, let them (hew mc where, and I 
fhall anfwer it. Though I deny not, that after the 
Myftery of Iniquity did begin to work, or had fo 
wrought firft by intermixing, and afterward by alto- 
gether forfaking the Nature of Truth, retaiping only 
the bare Name of the Chunch, but that there might 
be fome icattered Ones, here and there One in a Na- 
tion, and now and then One in an Age, who by the 
Power and Virtue of the Spirit of Life working in 
them, might be truly fandbified ; yet theie were but - 
wimefles as Witneffes in Sackcloth, noways fufiicient to give 
doS*^^ thcfe Aflcmblics, in which they were engrofled, the 
Appellation of the Church of Chrift, coming no 
more under Obfervation by the Generality, nor hav-' 
ing as to them Iny more Influence, than fome Tittle, 
or fcarcely difcemable Sparks of Fire in many great 
Heaps and Mountains of Afhes. And thus muck 
to prove, that where there is any Gathering» 
or Affembly, which truly and properly may 
be called the Church of Chrift, the infallible 
Judgment will never be wanting in Matters of 
Controverfy. ' 
Affart, a. Secondly, That ordinarily God hath in the com- 
* pi«vcd- municating of his Will under his Gofpel, imployed 

fuch. 
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fuch, whom he had made Ufe of in gathering of 
his Church, and in feeding and watching over them, 
though not excluding others. For as in a natural 
Body, to which the Chiyrh of Chrift is compar* 
ed, the more fuUbntial and powerful Members 
do work moft efieftually ; and their Help is moft 
neceflary to fupply any Defcft or Trouble in the 
Body : So alfo, if there be Diverfities of Gifts in the 
Church, as is above proved, and (bme have a 
' ^eater Meafure, and fome a lefler ; thofe that have 
the greater, are more capable to do Good and to 
help the Body in its Need, than others that are 
weaker, and leis powerful : Since there are Strong 
and Weak, Babes and Young Men, who have over^ 
come the EviUone^ and in whom the fVerd of God 
sbidetb ; fuch are more able, when the Enemy befcts, 
to refift, having already overcome, than others, 
who are but yet wreftling, and not Conquerors. 
Now, every Controverfy and Diflention in the itom the 
Church comes from the Befetments of the Enemy ; Bcfirtmcnts 
yet if any of thele ftrong or young Men, or power- my.Diflen- 
ful Members go from their Station, it is not denied, ^'®*^ *"^«» 
but that they are as weak as any ; and it is prefup- 
pofing their Faithfulnefs in their Place, that I thus 
affirm^ and jno otherwifc. Nor yet do I limit the 
Lord to this Method : For in him are all the ^rea* 
fures both of our ff^dom and Strength •, and the Weak- 
eft in his Hand are as ftrong as the Strongeft, who 
may now, as well as heretoibre, kill a Goliah by the 
Hand of little David : Yet we fee, the Lord doth 
ordinarily make Ufe of the Strong to fupport the 
Weak -, and indeed, when fuch as may be termed 
Weak, are fo made Ufe of, it alters the Nature of 
their Place, and conftitutes them in a higher, and 
more eminent Degree, For though it was little 
Davidj it was alfo he, that was to be King of Ifrael. 
Though the Apoftles were mean Men among the 
jfewsj yet they were fuch, as were to be the Apoftles 
of the Lord of Glory, Inftrumews to gather the 

h z loft . 
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loft Sheep of the Houfe of IjraeU and to prockutn 
tb^ acceptable Dzy of the Lord. And though Paul 
was once accounted the Uafi of all the Saints^ a Cbdd 
born out of due Ttmcj yet was he him, who was to 
be the greateft Apoftle of the Gentiles. 

Now then let us confider, whom the Lord makoi 
Ufe of in the Affairs of the primitive Church, and 
through whom he gave forth his infallible Judg* 
ment ? Did he not begin firft by Peter ? He was die 
, firift diat fpake in the firft Meeting they had, A8s i. 
and who firft ftood up after the pouring forth of the 
Spirit ; and who firft appeared before the Council 
of the Jews^ and fpake in Behalf of the Golpei 
of Chrift : Though I am far from calling him, as 
Ibme do, the Prince of the Apoi^les ; yet I may 
Ikfely fay, he was one of the moft antient and 
eminent, and to whom Chrift in a Manner ibme* 
what more than ordinary had recommended the feed- 
ing of his Flock. We fee alfo, he was firft made 
Ule of in preaching to the Gentiles \ and what 
Weight his and Jameses Words had in the Conteft 
about Circumcifion towards the bringing the Matter 
to a Conclufion, Jiis xv. Yet that we may fee In- 
fallibility was not infeparably annexed to him, he 
was found blamable in a certain Matter, Gal. ii. 1 1. 
notwithftanding his Sentence was pofitively received 
in many Particulars. 

So alfo the Apoftle Paul argues from his gadier- 
ing of the Churches of Corinth and Galatia^ that 
they ought to be Followers of him, and pofitively 
concludes in divers Things : And upon this Suppo- 
fnion exhorts the Churches, both he and Peier^ in 
many Paflagcs heretofore mentioned, which I will 
not, to avoid Repetition, again rehearfe. To obey /^ 
EUers that watch for tbem\ to holdfucb in Reputa^ 
tion^ and to fubmit themfilves to them that have ad^ 
diSed themfelves to the Miniftry of the Saints^ i Cor. 
XVI. i^j 1 6. 

Alfo 
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Alfo we fee, how the Lord makes Ufe of Jobn^ 
bis beloved Difciple, co inform and reprove the feven 
Churches of Afia -, and no doubt, John (the reft by 
theufual Computation being at that Time all remov* 
ed) was then the mdl noted and famous Eider alive. 
And indeed, I do not remember, where under 
idle Gofpel Chrift hath ufed any other Method^ but 
that he always in revealing his Will, hath made Ufe 
of fuch, as he himfejf had before appointed Elders 
and Officers in his Church, Though it be far from 
us to limit the Lord, fo as to exclude any from 
this Privilege ; nor yet on the other Hand will the 
Poffibility hereof be a fufficient Warrant to allow 
every obfcure Member to ftand up, and offer to rule, 
judge, and condemn the whole Body : Nor yet is it 
without Caufe, that fuch an one's Meflage is fufpeft- 
ed, and called in Queftion, unlefs it have very great 
Evidence, and be bottomed upo» fome very weighty 
^d folid Caufe and Foundation. And God doth fo 
furnifh thofe whom he raifes up, in a fingular Man- 
ner, of which, as I faid, I know no Inftance in the 
New Teftament : And in the Old we fee, though it 
wasftrange, that little Dtf i;i^ Oiould oppofe himfelf to 
the great Goliab, yet he had before that killed both the 
Lion .and the Bear, which was no Icls improbable ; 
and which of all is moft obfervable, was betbre that 
Time by the Appointment of God, and the Hand of 
the Prophet anointed King of Ifrael. Compare the 
xvith andxviith Chapters of the firft of Samuel. 

Now as to the third, That any particular Perfons Affert. 3. 
defaSo, or efRrdlually giving oqt a pofitive Judg-P^vecj. 
^lent, is nq ihcroaching nor ir^ipofing upon their 
Brethren's Confcience, is neceffarily included in 
what is fuid before ; upon which for further Proba- 
tion there will only need this (hort Refledion. That 
for any Member or Members in Obedience to the 
Lord to give forth a pofitive Judgment in the 
Church of Chrift, is their proper Place and Office, 
(hey being called to it j and fq for them to exercife 

■ that 
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that Place in the Body, which the Head moves 
them t(s is not to ufurp Authority over their Fel- 
low Members : As on the other Hand to fubmit and 
obey, it being the Place of fome fo to do, is not a 
Renouncing a being led by the Spirit ; feeing the 
Spirit leads them fo to do : And not to obey, in 
cafe the Judgment be according to Truth, and 
the Spirit lead to it, is, no doubt, both ofienfive 
and finfuK And that all this may be fuppofed 
in the Church of Chrift without Abfurdity, and 
16 eftablifh the above-mentioned Propofitions, will 
appear by a ftiort Review of the former Pafldiges. 

If that Peter and James their giving a pofitive 
Judgment in the* Cafe of Difference in divers Par- 
ticulars, did not infer them to be Impofers, fo nei- 
ther will any fo doing now, being led to it by the 
fame Authority : Every one may eafily make the 
Application. And on the contrary, if for any to 
have flood up and refifted their Judgment, pretend- 
ing an Unclearnefc, or fo, and thereby held up the 
Difference after their Sentence, breaking the Peace 
and Unity of the Church, Things being concluded 
Arts 15. ti. wi^^ ^" hfeemetb good to the Holy Gboftj and to us \ 
I fay, if fuch would have given juft Caufe of Offtncc, 
and have been cut off as Defpifcrs of Dignities of 
Old, will not the- like Cafe now occurring hold 
the fame Conclufion ? Now whether thofe Propofi- 
tions do not hold upon the Principles before laid 
down and proved, I leave to every judicipus and im- 
partial Reader to judge. 

M oreover we fee, how pofitive the Apoftle Paul 
is in many Particulars throughout all his Epiftles, 
infomuch as he faith, 2 Tbejf. ult. Verfe 14. If any 
Man obey not our Word by . this Ept/llej note that 
Man and have no Company with him^ that he 
may be afhafned. And in many more Places be- 
fore- njentioned, where he commands them both 
to obey him and feveral others, who were ap- 
pointed, no doubt, by the Spirit of Gqd, to be 

Rulers 
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Rulers among them, and yet who will fay, that submiffioa 
cither the Apcftle did more than he ought, in com- ^^^ 
manding ? Or they lefs, than they were obliged ta, judpent 
in fubmitting? And yet neither were to do anyJ^Tnitit. 
Thing contrary, or more, than the .Spirit of God of God 
in themlelves led them to, or allowed them in. And^«***«^*<*- 
if the Church of God bear any Parity or Proportion 
now in thefc Days, with what it did of Old, as 
1 know no Rcalon why it fhould not, the lame 
Things may now be luppofcd to take Effcd, that 
did then; and alfo be lawfully done upon the like 
Occafion, proceeding from the fame Spirit, and 
eftabliflied upon the fame Bafis and Foundation. 
And thus much as to that Part, to fhew, in whom 
the Power of Decifion is. Which being fcrioufly 
and impartially confidered, is fufficient to clear us 
from the Tyranny either of Popery^ or any other 
of that Nature, with thofc that are not either 
wilfully blind, or very ignorant of Popijh Princi- 
ples, as the judicious Reader, may obferve. But 
feeing, to manifeft that Difference, was one of 
thofe Things propofed to be confidered of, I 
Ihall now come to fay fomething of it ia its pro- 
per Pl^ce. 



Section VIII. 

How this Government altogether differeth from 
the opprejfing and perfecuting Principality of 
the Church of Rome, and other Antichrif 
tian Jffemblies. 

WHATEVER Way we underftand the Head m. 
Popifi Principles in this Matter, whether ^J^PJJ 3- 
of thofe that are moft devoted to the See of Rome^ 
as the King of Spain\ Dominions, and the Princes 

of 
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of Italy \ the Jefuits and Generality of all ihoft 
called Religious Orders, who hold that Papa in 
Cathedra non potejl errare^ licet abfque Concilia ; that 
k, That the Pope in bis Chair cannot err^ ibougb 
without a Council : Or of thofe that are leis devot^ 
v^ho plead thb Infallibility in the Pope and Coun- 
cil lawfully convened, who yet by the moft zealoua 
are reckoned petty Schifmaticks ; I fay, whatever 
Way, we uke them, all thofe that do profefe them- 
Principies felves Members of the Romijh Church, and are io 
^l^lbchwch far fuch, as to underftand their own Principles, do 
unqueftionably acknowledge. 

I. Firft, That no general Council can be lawfully 
called, without the Biftiop of Rome^ as Chrift^s 
Vicar and P^/<fr's Succeffor call it. 

II. . Secondly, That cither he himfelf, or fome for 
him, as his Legates, mufl: be there prefent and always 
prcceed. 

III. Thirdly, That the Members having Vote, are 
made up of Biftiops, or Prejbjtersj or Commiflion- 
ers,. from the fcveral Orders, being of the Clergy. 

IV. Fourthly, That what is concluded on by Plurality 
of Votes, and agreed to by the Pope and his Le- 
gates, muft neccflarily be fuppofed to be the Judg- 
ment of the infallible Spirit. 

V. Fifthly, That all the Members of the Church are 
bound implicidy to receive and believe it, becaufe 
it proceeds from a Council to be accounted lawful 
in the Refpefts above-mentioned, without Regard 
to the intrinfick or real Truths of the Things prc- 
fcribed, or bringing them in any Refpcft to the Teft 
or Examination of the Spirit of God in themfelves, 
or the Scriptures Teftimony, or their Agreement or 
Difagreemcnt with Truths formerly believed and 
received : For fo much as to prove or try them by 
way of Doubt, they reckon a Breach of the firft 
Command ; as on the other Hand a Matter of Me- 
rit, implicidy to receive and believe them, however 

^ incon* 
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inconfiftent with the Tcftimony of the Spirit in ones 
own Heart, with Scripture, Truth and Rcafon/ 

Sixthly, That no Man as a Member of the Church VI. 
of Chrift in that fimple Capacity, unlefs a Clergy- 
man, or the Ambaffador of fome King, ^c. can 
be admitted to fit, vote, or give his Judgment. 

Seventhly, That it is in no Refped: to be fuppofed, VIL 
that any Members, elpecially Laicksj whether in a 
particular City, Country, or Nation, may meet 
concerning any Things relating to the Faith and 
Worfhip of the Church, and give by the Spirit 
of God any Judgment ; but that all fuch Meetings 
are to be accounted fchifmatical and unlawiiiL And 

Laftly, That the Prom ife of Infallibility, and VIIL 
the Gates of Hell not prevailing, is neceflarily an- 
nexed to the Pope 3,n(i Council called and authorized 
in the Manner above expreffed. 

Now if to deny every one of thefe PrdpoGtions, 
wherein all underftanding Men know the Errors and 
Abufes of the Romijh Church confift, be to be Po- 
fijh \ then indeed may we be fuppofed to be one 
with the Papijls in this Matter, but no otherwife : 
So that the very mentioning of thefe Things is fuf- 
ficient to fhew the Difference betwixt us and them. 
But if any will needs plead our Agreement with 
them thus; ' ' 

The Papijls affirm an Infallibility of Judgment oyeaion^ 
' in the Church of Chrift, and fo do you ; therefore 
you are one with Papijis. 

I anfwer, that proves no more our Onenels inAhfwdn. 
this Matter, than if it fhould be faid. The Papijis 
plead that God ought to be worfhipped, and fo do 
you ; therefore ye agree : Notwithftanding of the 
vaft Differences as to that, which is known not only 
. betwixt us and them, but betwixt them and all Pro- 
tejlants^ who agree more with them in the Matter 
of Worfhip, than we do. 

Next again, Infallibility in the Church, according Anfw. 2, 
.a& we bold it, and I have above defined it, no Man 
'^: M upon 
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upon our Suppofition, or Hypotbefisj can deny it. 
The true For fincc we firft affert, as a Principle, that no Ga- 
Sdby^thi thcring, no Church, nor Affcmbly of People, how- 
infaoiibie evcr truc thcir Printiples, or exaft their Form be. 
Spirit. ^^ ^Q j^ accounted the Church of Chrift, except the 
infallible Spirit lead and guide ; what can be thcL 
Hazard to fay, that in fuch a Church there is dill 
an infallible Judgment ? Indeed, this is fo far from 
Popery^ that it refolves in a Propolition quite con- 
tradidory to them. The Romanijis fay. That the 
infallible Spirit always accompanies the outward 
vifible Profcflbrs, and is annexed to the external Suc- 
ceflion of Bifhops and Pallors, though ever fo vitious 
as to their Lives: Yea, though perfeft "^ yitbeijis 
and InfiJels in thcir private Judgments, yet if out- 
wardly profefling the Catholick Fz\th^ and Subjcdlion 
to the Church, they muft be Partakers of the infal- 
lible Spirit. We fay the quite contrary. That where 
there is either Vicioufnefs of Perfons, or Unfound- 
nefs of Judgment in the particular Members, thefc 
cannot by Virtue of any outward Call or Succefijofi 
they have, or any Profcffion they make, or Autho- 
rity they may pretend to, fo much as claim an Intereft 
in any Part of the Church of Chrift, or the infalli- 
ble Spirit. 

So then, if we admit none to be Members of the 

Church, but fuch as are led and guided by the Spirit, 

it will be no Popery in the fccond Place to affirm. 

The inftii- that where there is a Company of Ptopic fo gather- 

inem*'**^*' ed, who are not any longer to retain juftly the Name 

whe/eitifcof the Church of Chrift, than they are led and 

guided by his Spirit, or a Church fo qualified and 

dcfigned, there is ftill an infallible Judgment. S|o 

jthat this In&llibility is not annexed to the Perions, 

to the Succeffion, to the bare vifible Proftflion, 

though 



* For fome Popes have been known to deoy, or at MBt tadoube* 
the Truth of the Scriptures, as to the Hiftory of Chrift, and M call 
in Que^ion the Immortality Df the Soulj and the Refurrcwoaf 
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though true, which the Church of Rome is denied 
to be, or to any Society, becaufe of its Profeffion ; 
but fingly and alone to the true, reaJ, and cfFedlual 
Wdtk of Sandification and Regeneration, the new 
Creature brought forth in the Heart : And this is the 
Jpritual Man, which the Apoftle faith, judgetb all 
JTnngSf I Cor. ii. 15. To affirm, there is an In- 
fallibility here, cannot well be condemned by any, 
or whofo doth, muft needs fay, the Spirit of God 
is fallible : For we place the Infallibility in the Spi- 
rit and in the Power, not in the Perfons. And 
fo thefe are the Degrees we afcend by ; ** Becaufe 
** fuch and fuch Men are led by the Spirit of 
^ God, and are obedient to the Grace in their 
•* Hearts, therefore are they Members and Officers 
•* in the Church of Chrift. And becaufe they are 
•* Members of the Church of Chrift in the Refpeft 
•* before declared, therefore there is an infallible , 
** Judgment among them." We do not fay, Becatufc 
fuch Men profefs the Cbrijlian Faith, and have re- 
ceived an outward Ordination, and fo are' by a 
lawful Succeffion formally eftabliflied Officers in 
the Church, when they meet together, according 
to certain Rules above declared, there is an Infalli- / 
bilicy annexed to their Conclufions, and they cannot 
but decide what is right -, or rather, what they de- 
cide muft needs be fuppofed to be right. Who fceth 
not here a vaft Difproportion ? 

Now we differ herein fundamentally, that is, as 
to the very Bafis and Foundation upon which we 
build ; and that not only from the Church of Rome^ 
but alfo from the Generality of Proteftants in this J.^® ^P****- 
Matter. All Proteftants do acknowledge a General a sya^ or 
Council to be ufeful, yea, neceffary, in the Cafe ot coH^cii 
Divifion or Debate •, let us confider the Bafis upon among — • 
which they proceed, and the Strefs they lay upon it. 

Firft, All jointly, both the Prelalical and Pref ^t.Pron 
hyterialy will have this Synod or Council to confift-^"^ 
Of* a Convocatipn of the Clergy, chofen and fent 

M ^ from 
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Jfrotn the particular Congregations, with fome few 
laick Elders, called together by the Civil Magiftrate, 
in Cafe he be one in Judgment with them. 

They decide by the Plurality of Votes; And 
though they afiume not an abfolute Infallibility, in 
that they reckon it poffible for them to err ; yet 
do they reckon their Decifions obligatory upon th^ir 
fuppofed Confonancy to the Scripture : And however 
do affirm, that the Civil Magiftrate hath Power to con* 
drain all to fubmit and obey ^ or elfe to punifh them 
either by Death, Baniihment, Imprifonment, Con- 
fifcation of Goods, or fome other Corporeal Pain •, 
even though fuch be perfwaded, and oner to make 
appear, that the Decifions they refufe, are contrary 
to the Scriptures. 

2.?afiftt. And laftly. Among the Papijis^ none; though 
otherwife confeflcd to be a Member of the Church 
both knowing and fober, except commiffioned in 
fome of the Refpefts above declared, can be ad- 
mitted to fit, vote, and give his Judgment. 

Any that will be at the Pains to apply this to the 
Foundation I before laid of the Infallibility of Judg- 
ment, in that we may account only to be truly call- 
ed the Church of Chrift, will eafily fee the great 

3. We dif- Difference betwixt us i which I fhall fum up in thefc 

fcr from t^ . r * 

them both. Particulars : 

1. Firft, Do we exclude any Member of the Church 

of Chrifl, that may be truly accounted fo, to tell 
his Judgnrient ? 
11^ Secondly, Do we fay, Man ought to be per- 

fecuted in his Outwards for his Dif-alTent in Spi- 
rituals? 
III. Thirdly, Do we plead, that Decifion is to pals 
conclufive, becaufc of the Plurality of Votes ? 

And much more, which the Reader may obferve, 
from what is already mentioned: Which that it may 
be all more obvious at one View, will appear fome- 
what clearly by this following Figure 5 which will 

' give 
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give the Reader an Opportunity to recoiled, what 
lay heretofore more fcatteced. 



H 



I. The Romanists 
fay, 

1. That there is an In- 
fallibility in the Church ; 
which Infallibility iSy when 
/i^'Pope calls a General 
Council of Bijhops^ &c. 
tha;t whatfoever they con- 
clude and agree upon^ 
muft needs be the infaU 
lible Judgment of the Spi- 
rit of God^ becaufe of the 
Promife of Chrifty That 
he would never fufFer the 
Gates of Hell to prevail 
againft his Church. 

2. And that the Pope 
and Council^ made up of 
certain of the Clergy ^ hav» 
ing one outward Succef- 
ftonj and being lawfully 
ordained according to the 
Canons^ are that Churchy 
to which that Promife is 
madcy however wicked or 
depraved they be ; yet this 
infallible Judgment follows 
them^ as being necejfarily 
annexed to their Office^ in 
which the Authority Jlill 
Jiands in its full Strength 
and Vigour. 



3. So 



11. ^the Generality of 
Protestants fay^ 

1. That though all 
Synods and Councils may 

err^ yet fuch Affemblies nwr. conr. 
are needful for the Edi- ^^l!*' 
fication of the Church. 
That fuch do confift of a 
Convocation of the Cler- 
gy, with fome few La- 
ic ks particularly chofen. 
That all others, except 
thofe fo elcfted, have 
not any Right to Vote 
or give Judgment. 

2. That fuch an Af- 
fembly foconftituted,may 
minifterially determine 
Controverfies of Faith, 
Cafes of Confcience, 
Matters of Worfliip, and 
authoritatively determine 
the fame. The Decifion 
is to be by Plurality 
of Votes, without any 
neccflary Refpcft to the 
inward Holincfs or Re- 
generation of the Per- 
fons ; if fo be, they be 
outwardly called, ordain- 
ed and invefted in fuch a 
JPlace and Capacity, as 
gives them an Autnority 
to be Members of fuch an 
Aflcmbly. 3. WJiat 
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3. 5^ that there lies an 3. What they thus' de- 
Ohligation upon the whole cide, as they judge ac- 
Bod'j of the Church to cording to the Scripture, 
obey their Decrees: And ought to be received with 
fucb as do not^ are not Reverence, and fubmit- 
only certainly damned for ted tb : And thofe that 
their Difobedience, but that do not, to be punifhed 
it is the Duty of the Civil by the Civil Magiftrate 
Magiftrate to punifh fuch by Death, Baniflimcnt, or 
by Deaths Banifhment or Imprifonment, tho* they 
Imprifonment^ &c. in cafe declare, and be ready to 
they refufe. evidence that it is, be- 

caufe they are not agree- 
able to the Scripture, 
they refufe fuch Decrees. 



III. 72v QUAKERS /&y, 

TheSanai- I. That whereas none truly ought, nor can be 
^i^^' accounted the Church of Chrift, but foch as are in a 
^ ■ meafure fandified or fanftifying by the Grace, of 
God, and led by his Spirit ; nor yet any made Of- 
ficers in the Church, but by the Grace of God and 
inward Revelation of his Spirit, not by outward 
Ordination or Succeflion, from which none is to be 
excluded, if fo called, whether married, or s^ 
Tradefman, or a Servant. 

2. If fo be, in fuch a Church there fhould arife 
^Their any Difference, there will be an infallible Judgment 
jSdgm«Qt-. from the Spirit of God, which may be in a General 
Affembly ; yet not limited to it, as excluding others 2 
And may prove the Judgment of the Plurality ; yet 
not to be decided thereby, as if the Infallibility were 
placed there excluding the fewer. In which Meet- 
ing or Affembly upon fuch an Account, there is no 
Limitation to be of Perfons particularly chofeh -, but 
that all that in a trqc Senfe may be reckoned of the 

Churchj^ 
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Church,, as being fober and weighty, may be pre- 
fcnt and give their Judgment. 

a. And that the infallible Judgment of Truth, —To be 
which catinot be wanting in luch a Church, whe- ^«ii>naittcd 
ther it be given through one or more, ought to be ""*^' 
fubmitted to, not beeaufe fuch Perfons give it, but 
becaufe the Spirit leads fo to do ; which every one 
coming to in themfelves, will willingly and naturally 
affent to. And if any through Difobcdience or Un- 
clearnels, do not all" that the Church ought to do, 
Ihe is to deny them her fpiritual Fcllowfhip ; in 
Cafe the Nature of their Difobcdience be of that 
Confcquence, as may defer ve fuch a Cenfure : But 
by no Means for Matter of Confcience to mofcft, 
trouble, or perfccute any in the Outwards. 

Whoever will be at the Pains, to compare thefe 
three ferioufly together, I am hopeful, will need no 
further Argument to prove the Difference. But if 
any will further objeft. What if it fall out defa£lo^Ob\oStion. 
that the Teachers, Elders, or Plurality do decide ? 
And from thence will fay. This is like the Church 
of Romej and other falfe Churches. It will be hard Aoiwer. 
to prove that to be an infallible Mark of a wrong 
- Judgment, as we have not iaid it is of a right. And 
indeed, to conclude it were fo, would neccffarily 
condemn the Church in the Apoftles Days, where 
we lee the Teachers and Elders, and fo far as we 
can obferve, the greater Number did agree to the 
Decifion, yiiis i. 1 5. For if the Thing be right, 
and according to Truth, it is fo much the better, 
that the Elders and greater Number do agree to it ; 
and if wrong, their affirming of it will not make it 
right: And truly, a Gathering, where the Elders 
and greater Number are always, or mod frequently 
wrong, and the Younger and IcfTer Number right, 
is fuch, as we cannot fuppofe the true Church of 
Chrift to be. And if any will plead, that there is 
now no infallible Judgment to be expedled from the 
Spirit ^f God in the Church, it, no doubt, will 

leave 
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leave the Dijfenters as much in the Mift, and at as 
great a Lo&, as thofe they diflent from ; both bemg 
no better than blind Men, hitting at Random, 
which will turn CbrifHamty into Scepticifm. And 
though we may acknowledge, that this Uncertainty 
prevails in the Generality of thofe called Churches ; 
yet we dp firmly believe, for the Reafons above de- 
clared) and many more that might be given, that 
the true Church of Chrift has a more folid, ftable 
Foundation ; and being never feparated from Chrift 
her Head, walks in a more certain, fteady, and 
pnerring Path. 
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TH E Subftance then of what is ailerted and a sm^ 
proved in this Treatife, refolvcs in thcfe fol- J32a^ 
iowing Particulars : of th^ 

wholf, 

Firft, That in the Church of Chrift, when it I. 
confifts of a vifiUe People (for I Ipeak not here of 
the Church in the dark Night of Apoftacy, that 
confided not of any Society vifibly united) gather- 
ed iotQ the Belief of certain Principles, and united 
in the Joint-performance of the Worlhip of God, 
^ Qieeting tc^ether^ Praying, Preaching, &r. 
there is, and ftiU muft be, a certain Order and Go- 
vemp^icQt. 

Secondly,, That this Government, as to the out- 11. 
w^d Form of it, confifts of certain Meetings, ap- 
pointed principally for that End j yet not fo, as to 
exclude Afts of Worfhip, if the Spirit move there- 
unto. 

Thirdly, The Obj^ of this' Government is two- III, 
fold, Outwa,rds and Inwards. The Outwards relate 
mainly to the Care of the Poor, of Widows, and 
Fatherlels ; where may be alfo included Marriages, 
and the removing of all Scandals in Things unde- 
niably wrong : The Inwards refpeft an Apoftacy 
cither in Principles or Praftices, that have a Pre- 
tence of Cpnfcience, and that either in denying (ome 
Truths already received and-believed ; or afferting 
new Doftrines, that ought not to be received. 
"Which again, to lub-divide, may either be in 

N Things 



fi A Summary ftecolle&ion 

Things fufftdamental, and of great Moment, of b 
Things of lefe Weight in themfelves, yet proceed- 
ing from a wrong Spirit, and which in the natural and 
certain Confequence of them tend to make Schifmsy 
DivilionSy Animofities, and in ium, to break that 
Bond of Love and Unity, that is fo needful to ht^ 
upheld and eftabliihed in the Church of Chrift. And 
here come alTo under this Confideration all Emula- 
tions. Strifes, 9ackbitings, and evil Surmiiings. 

IV. Fourthly, That in the true Church of Chrift, ac- 
cording to the Definition above given of it, there 
will in fuch Cafes of Differences and Controve^-fies 
ftill be an infallible Judgment from the Spirit of 
God, either in one or other, few or more. 

V. Fifthly, That this infallible Judgment is only and 
unalterably annexed and feated in the Spirit and 
Power of God -, not to any particular Perfon or 
Perfons, Meeting or AlTembly, by Virtue of any 
fettled Ordination, Office, Place, or Station, that 
fuch may have, or have had, in the Church ; no 
Man, Mcn^ nor Meeting, (landing or being inverted 
in any Authority in the Church of Chrift upon other 
Terms, than fo long as he or they abide in the living 
Senfe and Unity of the Life in their own Particu- 
lars : which whofbever one or more inwardly departs 
fronif ipfofaflo^ lofes all Authority, Office or cer- 
tain Dilcerning, he or they formerly have had ; 
though retaining the true Principles and found Form, 
and, may be, not fallen into any grofs Praftices, as 
may declare them generally to be thus withered and 
decayed. 

VI. Sixtlily, That Jefus Chrift under the Gofpel hath 
ordinarily revealed his Will in fuch Cafes through 
the Elders, and Minifters of the Church, or a Ge- 
neral Meeting ; whofe Teftimony is neither to be 
dcfpilbd or rcjcdled without good Caufe. Neither 
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u their taking upon them reaUy to decide, any juft 
Ground to charge them with Impofition, or to 
quarrel with their Judgment ; un]efs it can be proved, 
tnat they are decayed, and have loft their Difcem^ 
^ing, as above. 

Seventhly, That to fubmit and obey in fuch CalB^ VII. 
is no detrafting fixjm the common .Privilege m 
Chrijiians to be inwardly led by the Spirit, feeing the 
Spirit has led fome heretofore ib to do, and yet 
may. And that every Pretence of Uncleamefs is 
not a fufficient E^cufe for Difobedience, feeing that 
may proceed from Obftinacy, or a Mind prepoflcf- 
fed with Prejudice : Yet fay I not, any ought to do 
it, before they be clear ; and who are, every Right 
via not want Cleamefs, in what they ought to do« 

And laftly. That thefe Principle arc no ways VIH 
tainted with ImpoHtion, or contrary to true Liberty 
of Confcience : And that they fundamentally differ 
from the Ufurpations both of Popery^ Prelacy^ awd 
frejbytery^ or any other of that Nature. 
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LIBERTY SPIRITUAL, 

Both with Reipeft to 

Perfons in their private Capacity, 

And in their 

Churph Sopiety and Communion^ 

Written for the Eftablifhnient of the Faithful, Information of 
the Simple-hearted, and Reproof of the Arrogant and 
High-minded, by a Lover of True Liberty, as it is ia 
Jcfus, 

William Penn. 



To go amongft the People of the Lord, called fakers. 



ij the Truth makt ye ^fe, then art yc Free indeed. 

if we walk in the Ligbt^ as be it in the Light, then hone we Fel* 

lowjbi^ one with another^ and the Blood of Jejus Cbrifi his Sof 

aleanfetb us from all S\n^ \ Jphn i. 7. 
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TO T HE 

PEOPLE OF THE LORD, 

CALLED 

§t, U J K E R S. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

r 

IT bath of long Time refted with fime PreJJureupm 
my Sfiriff for ZionV Sake^ and the Peace of Je- 
rufalcm, to write fometbing of the Nature of true 
Spiritual JJberty ; Liberty ^ one of the mod glorious 
Words and Things in the Worlds hut little utiderftood^ 
and frequently abufed by many. I befeech Almighty 
Cod to preferve you^ his People^ in the - right Know^ 
ledge jand Ufe of that Uherty^ which J ejus Cbrift^ the 
Captain of our Salvation^ hath pur chafed for us^ and 
is redeeming us into, who bath led Captivity Captive^ 
and is giving Gifts to them that truly believe in his 
Name. Cbrift^s Liberty is obtained through ChrifPs 
Crofs ; they that would be his Freemen, muft be his 
Bond/men^ and wear his bleffed Toke. His Liberty is 
from Sin, not to Sin ; to do his Will, and not our own ; 
no, not to [peak an idle Word. *Tis nqt I that live, 
faith the Apoftle, but Chrift that liveth in me, who 
had fct him free from the Power of Sin, and brought 
Immortality to Light in him ; whence he learned thus 
to triumph, O Death, where is thy Sting ! O Grave, 
where is thy Viftory ! This is the perfonal Freedom 
that comes by Jefus Chrift^ to as many as receive him 
in the Way, and for the End for which God hath given 
him, to wit, to be a Saviour and a Leader, tofave us 
from our Corruptions^ and guide us in the narrow Way 

of 
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^ To the People of the Lord, called Quaker i^ 

of bis holy Crofs, and through the firait Gate of Self* 
denM^ whkh^Uad to- et^n^ l^ ^jML-m^ numf^u. 
1 have entered at this Door, are come to have Unity xvitb 

God, and one ^th 0fl%tt>^ ; iQ love him above all^ 
and their Neighbours as themfelves ; yea^ to prefer 
e$ch i.thfr^ befjore titenfelves. ^h wHl not Vfolfiifii tl?^ 
great Law of their Lord and Majler j Love onfe 
another ; the New, and yet the Old Commandment : 
Thefe dwell in Love^ ana fo ' tBey dwell in God ; for 
God is Lopi. *Scf^J thit belove^ Difcifk^ ^^fiii^finyi 
and it corner up ia whaU' anotbetr Man 4f Goiiatb 
faid, namely. The Church that dwells in GooTif ihc 
dwells in God, then in Loye \,confeguently her A^m- 
hers are in Union, of one Mind in Church Matters^ 
fince fi>e k^^ but one Headto^nde her. 

P^uje this hfiif DifccMrf^^ » this I,(?w, sf9idi k n^y 
he to EdiJicsHkm. Jl^ Aim is ^affspttbt TmA, d^ 
HS Error, and p^m in truo Brothariy^kmdtteji at PMe 
'Shoah and &ands pme by AUftakei ^ Owr^bMn^y 
have emd may run^ upon* friends!' I greatly defir^, 
that the Spirit of Love, Wifiom^ and a found Utfder- 
fiandifig^ of Meeknefi^ Judgmint^ and Mewcy^ piay 
ever reft upon you, tJk^ UameUfty you may ^ hept an 
<iiBly Family, of Umty wi^ itfe^ ta the jLord God your 
Redeemer, thai he over ail may in you,, ^ough yo», 
€mdbyyou be exalted, homured, and praifid, wb9is 
worthy and bkjfedfor ever. 
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EXAMlNftTiON AND STATE = 

■;■. ,'■""■■■ '■' '':■'. P ^ ' ' "/ "]^. 
LIBEilTY SPIillXlTAI;/&c; 

i:ii3i'^iyy W:Af h Spintuai t^'ty? 
'• :^vit: It is r*i)ftld -, ihtrt is a true a^iiJ 4.falfa 
L'Ax^ty, ias a trui arid falfc SfiiHti the rjght Dif- 
terriirtg di* whith cttftcferns fevery biwi's atccoS^ WeU- 

btirtg: •■'■ ■, ■-■■-■ ■ -^'-^ 

Qileft. ff^al is true Spirilual Liberty ? 

^wl Detirerancfe frotn Sin, by the perfect La,^^ 
inrtifcHCafC, The peffeSl Law of Liberty ^ James ii^ 
orhefwife caUed, Ti^ lato of ihe Spirit ffLifeJM 
tbriji Jefiis, that htakis free from ihe taw of Sjn 
dnd Death; eJfe.whete ftiled, The Law of Truth 
wtil in the Heart, which makes Free indeed, as faito 
Chrift, If the Truth make you Free, then are you Sree' 
indeed. So rhat the Liberty of God's People ftarids 
in the Truth, and their Communion in it, ;;nd in tKe , 
perfeft Spiritual Law of Chrill Jefus, which deirvon 
.^nd prefervcs them from every evil Thing that dotH - 
Or would cmbondage. In this blefled Liberty, it 
is not, the Will nor WiHom of Man, neither the 
vain AfFeiSions and Lufts that rule, or give Law fq 
the Soul i for the Minds of ail fuch as are mide Free 
by the Truth, are by the Truth coiwiufted in doing 
and (ufferin* throLlgh. their earthly Pjlgrimage. "'. 

' Q Qucft. 
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Qucft.. fnat is falfi lAerty f 

Anfw. A departing from this blcfled Spirit of 
Troth, and a rebelling s^atnft this perfeft Law cxF 
Liberty in the Heart, and being at Liberty to do 
our own Wills ; upon which cometh Reproof and 
Judgment. 

Queft. But are there not fome Things wberan we 
$ugbt to be left to our own Freedom? 

Anfiv. tf^e are not our own^ for we are bought with 
a Prke ; and in all Things ought we to glorify God 
with our fioditSy Souls^ and Spirits, which are th^ 
Lord's. 

Qucft. But muft we hanse a Motkn or Command 
from the Spirit of Truth for all Things that we do ? 

Anfw. That may be according to the Truth, 
which may not be by the immediate Motion Or 
• Command of the Truth ; for that is according to the 
Truth, that is not againft the Mind of the Truth, 
cither particularly or gcnerallv expreft. Thie Truth 
cofnmaiids me to do all to the Praije and Glory of 
Cod ; but not chat I (hould wait for a Motion to ^o 
every particular Thing. For Example : The Va- 
riety of Anions in Tradings Commerce, and HuT; 
bandry, the Variety of Flcm, Fifli, and Fowl, for 
Food, with more of the fame Nature, in all which 
there is a Choice and Liberty, butftill according to 
the Truth, and within the holy Bounds and Limits 
of it. 

Queft. Then it fiems there are fome Things left to 
our freedom ? 

Anfw. Yes ; but it mud ftill be according to the 
Mind of God's Truth : There are Things enjoined, 
fuch as relate to our Duty to God, to our Superiors, 
to the Houfhold of Faith, and to all Men and Crear 
tures, theft are indifpenfible. There are alfb Things 
that may be done or left qndone," which may be 
called indifferent ; as what Sort of Mt2X I .will eat 
To-day, whether I will eat Flefh, Fifh, or Herl», 
or What Hours I will eat my Meals at, with many 

fuch 



€if liberty Spiritual^ &c. 97 

foch outward Things of Life and Convrerfe ; yet 
eren in chefe Cafes I ought to z£i according to the 
Truth, in the Temperance and Wifdom of it. 

Qucft. But dotbi nai Freedom extend farther than 
ihisT For ftnce God bath given me a Manife/iation of 
bis Spirit to profit witball^ and that I have the Gift cf 
God in mjfelf^ Jhould I not be left to all according as I 
am free and perfwaded in my own Mindy in the things 
that relate to God^ left looking upon my/elf as obliged by 
what is revealed unto another j though it be not revealed 
unto me J I Jhould be led out of my own Meafure^ and 
a£l upon another* s Motion^ audfo offer 'a blind Sacnficfi 
to God? 

Anfw. This is true in a Senfe ; that is, if thou 
art fuch an one that canft do nothing ag^inil the 
Truth, but for the Truth, then mayft thou fafely 
be left to thy Freedom in the Things of God : And 
the Reafon is plain ; becauie thy Freedom Hands in 
the peifca Law of Liberty, in the Law of the Spi- 
rit of Life in Chrift Jefus, and in the Truth, which 
is Chrift Jclus, which makes thee Free indeed 5 tnat 
is, petfcftly Free from all that is bad, and pcrfedlly 
Free to all that is holy, juft, lovely, honel^, comely, 
and of good Report ; but if thou pleadeft thy 
Freedom againft fuch Things, yea, obftru£teft and 
flighteft fuch good, wholefom, and requidte Things, 
thy Freedom is naught, dark, perverfe, out of the 
Truth, and againft the perfeft Law of Love ahd 
Liberty. 

Queft. But mu(l I conform to Things whether 1 can 
receive them or no ? Ought I not to be left to the Graa- 
and Spirit of God in my own Heart f 

Anfw. To the firft Part of tke Queftion, nay 5 
to thelaft, yea. But now kt us confider what is 
the Reafon thou canft not receive them: Is the 
Fault in the Things themfclves ? Are they ihconfift* 
cnt with Truth, or will not the Truth own or aftnt 
unto them ? Or is the Fault in thee ? That is to lay, 
I9 it thy Weakntfs, or thy Carclefnels? If thy" 

O % Wcakncfe, 
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Wc^knefs,. it; is to be boFn v(itb, and to be wSqxxiu * 

ed \ if thy Carelefnefs, thou op^htoft to bo admo^ . 

nifhed. •, for it is a (iangerous PnAciple^ aod peroH 

cigus to true Religion, and which is worfi^, j^ istbe 

Root of Rantifnfm IQ ^S^^tt^ tfaap ivxhing i^ a Duty 

ia;:urnbent gpon thee^ but wfiat thou ai:t pe(fv[(adedi 

is thy Duty; for th£ fcareil ^9^cience plca^ bi$ 

Liberty again(l air Duty^. tho dark Confcienc^ 4S 

here unconcerned^^ the dca4 Coofcience is here; luvr 

condemned, unlcis this Diftinftion he allowed of» 

that there riri^y be an Ignorance, pr aa InfcnfibiHty^i 

from Inability or Incapacity, or a dark E^upatipn,^ 

and an Ignorance and Infenfibility, from Caf^^eis^ 

pifobediencea Prejudice, &£*• So that though thou 

art not to conform to a Thing ignorantly, yet t^ou 

art ferioufly to con Oder, why thou art ignorj^nt^ an<) 

what the Caufe of fuch Ignorance may be ,. qer^Iy 

it can^t be in God, ner in his Gift to thee^i^ it ipuft: 

thc^n needs be in thyfelf, who haft not yet received 

a Senfe for or againft the Matter, about which liioa 

art in doubt. %o the fecond Part of the Q^wftion i. 

Qugbi I not to he left to the Grace of God. in my won 

Hearty? Anfw.. That is of all Things moit dcfire- 

able, firice they are well left, that are there left \ for 

there is i)o Fear of Want of Unity, where all arc left 

with the one Spirit of Truth ; they muft be Qf>onqr 

lW[ind,ihey' can't be. other wife. So that to -faie^: 

this againft Unity, is to abuie the very Plea, z;^ tQ 

commit the greateft Con tradition to that very Dq^, 

trine of Scripture,, viz. That all Jhould h gH^d^y 

the Grace and Spirit of God in tbemfelvesi for tTO 

End of that Doftriue is. Certainty, ^bey fiaU qU^ 

know rne^, faijlj^ th? Lord ^ from the Leajl to the Great^. 

4ni I 'wilt^ifve them one Hearty and one fVdjy that 

the:^ may fear me for ever^ for the Good of tbem^ and ^ 

their Children after tbem, Jer. xxxii, 39. jfnd I wUi 

giw the^ one Heart, and I will put a ne,w Spirit- with-- 

in yotii ^and,I will take the ftfny "Heart, out of their 

f^Jb^ aridiv^lfpe them anBeajrt ofFLeJh^ £zek*3d. 1 9; 

. « w . ^ 1. ) And 
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jM ti^ iMiiind^^ rf tkm fiat helUved were ^ m 
HMrf% 4«u< 0/ one $ou^^ A&s iv. 32. Is not (his 
Unity, t»Q? / vii refiare wti^ypu a pare Lan^ 
gy^^l tb^M^^ ^^ y ^^ H^arU and of one Min4%. 
i¥94tgneafjfn(l be fheir l^efict^ , Therefore I muft fey 
to thw, Fyieiaidt, what if thpu wilt (X)(; be left witK 
tb« Gfac^ ^m) Spirit of Go4 in tbyfdf, nor wait for 
i^Mioc}) ws^ be watchful to its Revelations,, nor 
humble and. quiet tiU thou haft received fuch neoef-. 
f^ry M4i^iteftatiiQP9» b^t pkadeft ag^ioft the Couniet 
of tb^ Spirit of tb© iiOFd in other faithful Pcrfons, 
under the; Pretence o^ being left to his Spirit in thy-, 
fcff i by- which Means thou oppofeft the Spirit to the 
3pir|t,^ apd ple^eOf Ccx*- Dif-unicy, under the Name . 
Q^ll^rtyi Ja^.tljMWj May not I exhort thee to 
the Fr«4^iice of that I ai?) nF^oved to prefs thee to the 
Prftftflc^Qf? if oot,.tJKiq art the Tippofer, by re-, 
^^i^g nie frooi m^^Gbrifim. Liberty , and not 
wiy ic^ bpt away. gqetb' Preaching, and with it the 
S«riptur<s,^ that are both appointed ol* Ciod for Ex-* 
hqrtViWj -Rcproq^ and Jftftruftion. : 
t Qat^^ But ^reibgrm^tvamHs-Mifd^resty Diyer^ 
Mf4:(!f Giftsy anifever^lQjB^n in-^iff £o4f^ ? . 
's.Jn^^ True: Bwtther^ror^^re not the Member* 
cir pno; Mind^ one \VHJ, and one Judgment, ki 
cpnunon/and unireriJU .Matters, e^)ecially relating 
tft c|io JFra^iiiily and ChMrch oi God? And indeed' 
t^ere pan't be a fiejier i^eafoning than to conclude 
Pifcord. from E6verfity, Contrariety from Variety, 
ik ibcti^ Gontrarigty of Bloods* Lives, Feelings,, 
^iag^» Hearings, Taj9:ings. Smelljflg$, in one and 
d^ ia^e Body, at : one and the iame Time ? No 
fuch Matter :« £xpeHeQce is a Demonft ration againft 
all fuch Irtfinuatiofis. So that though it be granted, 
that there is Diverfuy of Gifts, yet there is no Dit 
agreerwnt in Senfe ^ and though Variety of Offices, 
yet no Contrariety in Judgntent concerning thofe 
Offices. Well faith the holy Scriptures of Truth, * 
tbm U but Q»f Q9d >. ^^ lA^d ^ur God is but One 

Lordi 
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Lord ; there is but One Gad and Father of all Tbh^ 
(that are good and there is but One Lard^ Oni 
Faiths and One Bapti/m \ mA his Lights Life, and 
Spirit, is at Unity with itfelf in all ; what ocfmes 
from the Lights Life, or Spirit in one. it is the 
fame in Truth and Unijtf ^o the reft, as if it rife in 
themfelves: This is feen indoor Aflemblies every 
Day, and will be throughout all Generations in tht 
Church of God, among thofe that live in the lowly 
Truth, in which the pure Senfe and found Judgment 
ftands ; God is not toe God of Confufion^ but Order : 
Every one in his Order is fatisfied, hath Unity and 
true Fellowfhip with whatever comes from the Life 
of God in another ; for this precious Life reacheth 
throughout the Heritage of God, and is the conw 
mon Life that givcth the common Feeling and Senfe 
to the Heritage of God. Degree or M^fiire in the 
fame Life, can never contradift or obftmft that 
which is from the iame Life, for the common Bene* 
fit of the Family of God. 7he Lord is the unmea^ 
Jurable and incomprthenfibk glorious Being of Lfe^ 
3^ have we Unity with him in all his Works, who 
are come to his divine Meafure of Light and Truth 
in our own Hearts, and liv« therein ; and (hall wt 
not have Unity with that which proceeds from a 
Fellow Creature ? In (hort ; the Saints Way is in 
the Light, wherein there is neither Doubts nor Dif- 
cord ; yea, they are Children of the Light, and 
called Lights and the Lights of the World \ and can 
it be fuppofed that fuch fhould difagree, and contra* 
diet each other in their exterior Order and Pra&jce in 
the Church, before the World : Oh, the blefled 
Seamlefs Garment of Jcfus ! Where that is known, 
thefe Things can never rife. But yet again, ^e jufk 
Man^s Path is not only a Light, but a finning IJghtf 
Brightncfs itfelf: Certainly there can be no ftumlv 
ling. It is alfo faid. That Light is fownforthe Righ- 
teous \ then the Righteous Ihall never want Light 
tipon any Occafion : And faith that beloved Evan- 

gclift 
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gelift and Apoftle of our Lord Jefu^ Chrift^ ^ey 
thai walk in the JUgbi have Fellow/hip one with ana-- 
iber^ I John i. Whence it is eafy to conclude, they 
that ^o out of the Fellowihip, go out of the Light ; 
but it they that walk in the Light, have Fellowlhip 
one with another, what Ihall we fay of thofe that 
plead being left to the Light, to juftify their not 
mving Fellowlhip one with another ? And which is 
yet worfe, who fuppbfe People may conlcientioufly 
and juftifiably dilTent within themfelves, and that by 
reafon of the Variety of the Degrees of the Spirit 
and Grace that are given of God unto them ; as if 
the lelTer Degree may diflent from the greater, be- 
caufe of its not being able to comprehend it. And 
to make this Principle more authentick, fuch tell us. 
This is the ancient Principle of Truth ; and objeA, 
How. will you elfe be able to maintain the fakers 
t^rinciples ?, The FaUacy of all which lieth, as I faid 
before, in not rightly diftinguifliing between Diver* 
fity and Difagreement, Variety, and Contrariety ;' 
for this Diverfity hath Cbncord, and this Variety 
hath Unity : And it is a Blindnefi that hath too 
much of late happened to. ibme, by going from the 
one. Life and Spirit of our Lcnxl Jefus Chrift, firft 
to faU into Difagreements, and then plead for it, 
(inder the Kotlon of Diyerfity of Meafures. I would 
afk all fuch Perfons, wha s^rqgate to thenifelyes 
fuch a peculiar' Knpwleidge of the ancient Principles 
of Truth, or the fakers firft Principles , ift. 
Whether they believe there be zCbrifiian Body? 
2illy, V^hether this Body hath a Head ? jdly, Whe- 
ther Chrift be not this Head ? 4thly, Whether thisi 
Head b^ without Eyes, Ears, Smell, and Tafte, 
and this Body without Senie and Feeling? If not. 
Whether this Head feesh, heareth, fmelleth, tafteth 
difieringly and contrarily to itfelf? And whether 
this Body hath a contrary Feeling at the fame Time 
^bout the fame Thing ? And if it be true, that the 
Church of Chrift, redeemed by his mc^ precious 

Blood 
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Blood (n Vii to him, IM iHth the finte. t;«, hM 
with the lintie Ear, fpeak Ivhh the £ime N^th^ 
live bf the £llrte Breath, atid arp led by the fame 
Spirit, where is this Dilagreerheiit, Contiwiett,- ^ 
Qi&nt,'>haintheThilig36fhisChiitthj ' 
Queft. But *» MniHts »/ C4r<|Fj Cilrt* ft 9)t 

uitbi Pwtftt gatbendi} Ihan. 

^Ctfto, n«;let mekMmwlbtheyMiPeit^ udJii 
Irtiat Cafes !• .■. ' 

. Qoeft, 'rtt iVrJSltJ wxw Paul md Tetxt, -Uiil At^ 
KA^ixaibai iifei'isbm MnOii iMtllx S^Aiiri 

iipMll»1tl!CiJ>, ■■: :■■ ■' '■■"■ \'''" ■ ' 

i*/<ii The:D»rt«it)t IwtwK* PAi' jhi'flii^; 
in the ytih, tiAiRestlM Weaknefi of Pti&i jnrd't&l! 
PUoe juftiSes (•*>/■« Repniof tfhlstoOKniitrOw^ 
pliance with tiit'Jiwi inToine of tjttit R*eJV'.wliitB 
*iakR agiinft Libettf i^ vnAoA Prii^ees'ilii'tK^ 
Church of dft-i&i and nM We bdulgtig -'th^ 
That InfliUKle- about the Dilftnsiteof Vb^^ura 
tX>Meats, ijct hBstiOdiing'iii<itlnthe&idft)t'whit^ 
it it alledgid j ftrKhis nelated aic to CHmh Oria 
or CommutttoA, -'but (itivate- diiS-'^tehrai'Preidtaas, 
what each ifttgltt^a with rel^led^ to ihemfelves r that 
is, they might-make Law4 to th^rdves, in Things 
that oisy Cofittfh'd private PWTons, and it centered 
Ihm: H*rti' Wliae ! wilreit. When I will eat: 
Things to MjMft and fcniijftlf, asa Man hsTine 
power Mot' nw' otaa Appfili: This Lii3ertir iS 
Thifl^ ^t^'WcJ tieHbnt!j;a^ indifferent, makeS 
iMhIhg nr dllMiiiig liSotif Cliurch Mattsrs, in 
Thfalgt-of-'CorttMinioh an^'^cicty, and that atfo 
ate not'itidttferen.t, oa tto'tat Filh, or eat tlcfli, 
rf eat'Hsrha, pjiinlyis^ But nect-ffiiry } as to be 
caieful 4114 Olderiy about- thtemetrtiil Bi^Mfe,W 
theChtlrch; Tliefe are no 3^<*gi&'Rite8,''li*f;!lba- 
dowy Ceremonies, no Meats nor ^ Prinlts'-trat ate 
privlte and feribnal, whcreWeakilers: is apt it! 
Riiflake, that wett an unnecd&iy and ah tdicb^art 
Yoke 
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^6\it 16 bear, but Things conicJy, orderly, and of 
good Report, tha;t tend to Purity, Peace, and Di- 
ligence, in Things acceptable to God, and reauifite 
among his People in their temporal Cbriftian Ckpa* 
city. And herein the Apoftle Paul exerciled nis 
godly Authority ; and we find that not only thofe 
that (^ipoied themfelves to it, as thinking, he took 
too much upon him, demanding a Mark of Chrift's 
fpeakin^ in him, are in Scripture branded with 
Contention. But the true Believers, that had in 
themfelva a Mark of Chrift's fpeaking in him, 
were of ione Mind^ and avoided Jucb as tvere given to 
Contention \ for it was not the Cuftom of the 
Churches of Chrift. Thus were Chrift's People of 
one Heart, in Things relating to their Communion. 
Yet a little further ; they that have the Mind of 
Chrift, are of one Mind ; for Chrift is not divided : 
They that have Chrift for their Head, have One 
Counfirtlor and Prophet, One Seer and Bifhop, they 
diiagree not in their Judgments in Things relating to 
him, and the Good of his Church ; jthey have one 
and the fame Guide : For the one Spirit^ into which 
they have all drank^ and by it are baptized into one 
Body, leads them alt. Now to every Member is a 
Meafure of the fame Spirit ffveti to profit with ; and 
though every Member is not an Eye, nor an Ear, 
nor a Mouth, yet every Member hath Unity with 
the Eye, with the Ear, with the Mouth, in their 
proper and re(pe£tive Afts,' and they one with the 
other : The Eye fees for the Mouth, the Mouth 
fpeaks for the Eye, and the Ear hears for both \ 
this Variety hath no Difcord, but in this Divcrfity 
of Gifts and Offices, each Member is (enfible of the 
, other, and moves and ads by one and the fame Life, 
Spirit, and Guidance, which is Omniprefent pro* 
portionable to every Member in its diftinft Office. 
Jt muft be granted, that there are Helps in the 
Church, as well as that there is a Church at all ; and 
the Holy Ghoft has compared thofe Helps, as is 

P betore. 
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before-mentioned, to feveral Members and Senfei of 
Marfs Body, as an Eye, an Hand, a Foot, Hear- 
ing, Smelling, iSc All then cannot be the Eye, 
neither can all be the Hand, for then they would 
confound their Office, and aft diiagreeably to the 
Ordination of the great Ordcrer of his Church. 
And if I will not comply with him that God hath 
made an Eye, becaufe I am not that Eye, or an Hand, 
becaufe I am not that Member myfelf, nor a Party 
to the A6lion, or Performance of that Member, I 
rcfift the Lord, though under Pretence of refifting 
Man for the Lord's Sake, And truly, this is tte 
Rock that feme of our own Time, as well as Pcr- 
fons of former Ages have fplit upon ; they have 
not been contented wich their own Station in the 
Body, they have not kept to their own Gift, nor 
been taken up with the Duty of their own Place in 
the Church. If he that is a Foot would be an Hand, 
and the Hand covets to be an Eye, envying others 
their alloted Station, through Heighth of Mind, 
and walking loofe from the holy Crois, there can be 
no fuch Thing as Concord and Fellowfhip in the 
Church of Chrift. 

Furthermore, fince the Spirit of the Lord is one 
ib all, it ought to be obeyed through another, as 
well as in one's Self; and this I affirm to you, that 
the fame lowly Frame of Mind that receives and 
anfwers the Mind of the Spirit of the Lord in a 
Man^s Self, will receive and have Unity with the 
Mind of the fame Spirit through another, and tbeRea** 
fon is plain : Becaufe the fanw Self-evidencing Power 
and Virtue that arifeth from the Meafure of the 
Spirit of .Truth in one's Self, and that convinceth a 
Man in his own Heart, doth alfo attend the Difco- 
' veVy of the Mind of the fame Spirit, when deliver- 
;ed^* by another ; for the Words of the fecond Adam^ 
' the quickening Spirit through another, are Spirit and 
Life, as well as in thy own Particular ; this is difcemed 
by the fpiritual Man that judgcth all Things, altho* 
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the carnal Man pleadcth, Being left to his Freedom ; 
and it may be talks of being left to the Spirit in 
himfelf too, the better to efcape the Senfc and 
Judgmerrt of the fpiritual Man. It is my earneft 
l>e(ire, that all that have any Knowledge of the 
Lord, would have a tender Care how they ufe that . 
Flea agaiaft their faithful Brethren, that God put 
into their Mouths againfl the perfecuting Priefls and 
Hirelings of the World, namely, I muft mind the 
Spirit of God in myfelf 5 for though it be a great 
Truth that all are to be thereunto left, yet it is as 
true, that he whofe Soul is left with the Spirit of 
Truth in himfelf, differs not from his Brethren that 
are in the fame Spirit ; and as true it is, that thofe 
who err from the Spirit of Truth, may plead, being 
left to the Spirit in themfelves, againft the Motion 
and Command of the Spirit. through another, when 
itpleafeth not his or her high Mind andperverfe 
Will J for a Saying may be true or falfe, according 
to the fubjedt Matters it is fpoken upon, or applied 
to ; we own the Affcrtion, we deny the Applija-r 
tion: There lies the Snare. *Tis trqe, the reople 
of God ought to be left to the Guidings of the Spif» 
rit of God in themfelves ; but for this to be fo ap- 
plied, as to difregard the Preachings or Writings of 
Chrift*s enlig;htcned Servants, becaiife by them ap- , 
plied properly to the Preaching or Writing of falfe 
Prophets and Seducers, will by no Means follow. 
I fay the Doftrine is true, but hot cxelufively of 
all external Counfel or Direftion ; therefore falfe iq 
Application, where Men are allowed to have had 
the Fear of God, and the Mind of his Spirit, and 
arc riot proved to have afted in theh* own Wills arid 
Wifdom, or without the Guidance of the Spirit of 
God, about the Things of his Church and Kingdom. 

Quefl. But though this be true^ which hath been 
alledged for hea'venly Concord^ yet what if I do mf 
fnfentlyjee that Service in a ^bing^ that the r(ll of m^ , 
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Brethren agree in\ in tbisCaJe what is my Duty and 
theirs f 

Jnfiv. It is thy Puty to wait upon God in Silenco 
and Patience^ out of aU fldhly Confiiltation^ % and 
as thou abideft in the Simplicity of the Truth, ^u 
wilt receive an Underftanding with the neft of tfary 
Brethren about the Tlung doubted : And it is their 
Duty, whilft thou behaye^k thyfelf in Meeknefi and 
Humility, to bear with tjiee, and carry themfdvcs 
tenderly and lovingly towardis thee \ but if on tho 
contrary, thou diinirbeft their gpdly Care and Prac? 
tice, and groweft contentious, and exalts thy Judg- 
ment againft them, they have Power from God to 
exhort, admonifh, and reprove thee; and, if thou 
pcrfevercft therein, in his Name to refufe any fur- 
ther Fellowfhip with thee, till thou repenteil of thy 
Evil. 

Queft. But leji 1 /hotdd mijtake^ when thiu fpeakefi 
of true Liberty^ that it Jiands in being mad^ Free by 
the Trutbj from all Unrighteoujnefsy aoft thou mean^ 
That no other Perfons ought to baive the Liberty of 
exerciftng their dijfenting Confciences^ but that Force 
may be lawful to reduce fuch as are reputed erroneoufly 
eonfcientious ? 

4njw. By no means : It were a great Wickednef^ 
againft God, who is Lord of the Souls and Spirits 
qi Men, and ought to prefide in all Confciences, 
who, as the Apoftle faitH, is the only Potentate^ 
and bath Immortality. For though I give the true 
Liberty of Soul and Gxiicience to thofe only that 
arc fet free by the Power of Chrift, from the Bond- 
age of Sin, and Captivity of Death, yet do I not 
intend, that any Perfon or Perfons &ould be in the 
lead narm'd ior the external Exercife of their 
difTenting Coniciences in Worlhip to G^, thov^ 
erroneous ; for though their Coniciences \)t blind, 
yet they are not to be forced ; fuch Compulfion 
giveth np Sight, neither do Corporeal Punifhments 
produce fignviftion : This we, abpvc ^11 People in 
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our Day, have wichftdod, in SpdAjngi Wr|tii^» 
and Sufiicring, and, bleflcd be God, cpntkioe fo t6 
do with Faidifulnefi. For Faith is the Gift of 
God, and forced Sacrifices are not pkafii^ to 
theLcMd. 

Queft. But ucc9rdi$^ to tly jb^fhinty it may he ■ 
my faulty that I have not the G^ of Faith ; and 
vpen this Prifiimptioni it mry h^ ff^ vfUt infl^fitkt 
tefftpcral Penalties upon me. ' 

4nfw. NoTudi Matter ; for fuch kind of Fwlti 
are not €0 be puniflied with temporal or wbrklly 
Penalties ; fw whether the Errpni ^ (hroi^ Weak-. 
neis or Wilfulness not relating to moral Praftiee, 
all external Coertion and corpor^ Punifliment v^ 
excluded. For the Weapons of our Warfare are not ' 
carnal, but fpffitual. 

Qucft. Butf»kat then is tbf Extent \ff the Power * 
of the Cbunb rf Cbrp^ inCafe of Scbifm or He^ 
refyf 

Anfw. The Ptovwir th;^? Ouift gave to Ws Church 
was this, TImU Offender s^ after the fir ft and fecond 
Mmonitien^ not rt^nvngj flmld ie feje£led: Not . 
iitiprifoned, plundmd, banilhed, or put to Death ; 
this belongs to the Whofe and falfe Prophet : Oh ! 
sdlthde Things have come to pais for Want of 
Hinnility, for Want of the ancient Fear, and keep- 
ing in the quiet Habitation of the Juft : The Truth ' 
in you all (hall anfwer me. And this I affirm, fh>m 
the Underftanding I have received of God^ not 
only that the Enemy }s at Work to fcatter the Minds 
of Friends, by that loofe Plea, What haft thou to 
do with me ? Leave me to my Freedom, and to the 
Grace of God in myfelf, and the like ; but this 
Propofition and Escpt^on, as now underflood and 
alledged, is a Deviation^ from, and a Perverfion of 
^ ancient Principle of Truth ; for this is the plain 
Omfequcnce of this Plea, if any one, efpecial^ if 
dxy are but lately convinced, (hall fay, I fee no 
jJfU in paying Tythcs tp hireling Pricfts, in that, 

they 
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they are not claimed by divine Right, but by tbo 
Civil Laws of th^ Land. I fee no Evil in marry- 
ing by the Prieft, for he is but a Witneis. Fufr 
thermore, I fee no Evil in declining a publick Teftir 
mony in fuffering Times, or hiding in Times of 
Perfecution, for I have Chrift^ and PauPs Exam- 
ples, I fee po Evil in worshipping and refpedbing 
the Perfons of Men ; for whatever others do, I in- 
tend a fincere Notice that I take of thofe .1 know» 
and have a good Efteem for. Laftly, I fee no Evil 
in Jceeping my Shop (hut upon the World's Holy^ 
days, and Mafs-days, as they call them, thou^ • 
they are rather lewdly and fuperftitioudy than reli- 
gioufly kept i for I would not willingly give any 
Offence to my Neighbour3. And fince your Tefti-. 
mony is againft Impofition, and for leaving every i 
one to the Meafure of (he Gr^e which God hath 
^ven him, not only. No Man hath Pi)wer to re- ^ 
prove or judge me, but I may be as good a Friend . 
as any of you, according to my Meafure. And 
now, here is Meafure fet up againft Meafure, which - 
is Confufion itfclf— fl^zW indeed ! This is that yery . 
Roek bothi ProfefTors and Prophane would long \ 
fince have run us upon, namely, that a Way is 
hereby opened to all the World's Libertines» to 
plead the Light within for their ExcefTes : Which ; 
indeed grieves the Spirit of God, and was fevercly ' 
jqdgcd by our Friends in the Beginning, and is 
ftill reproved by them that keep their Habitation, • 
though feme are become as wandering Stars through i 
their own Pride, and the Prevalency of the Hour of 
Temptation that h^th overtaken them; whereas ^ 
had they kept in the Channel of Love and Life, iRt • 
the Orb and Order of the Celeftial Power, they i 
had fhined as fixed Stars in the Firmament of God : 
for ever. And from the deep Senfe that I have of • 
the working of the Enemy of Zion^^ Peace, to rend > 
and divide the Heritage of God, who under the - 
Prctcnof of (frying down M^n, Fprqis and Prer'^ 
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fcriptions, is crying down the htavehly Man Clirift 
JefuSy his bleflcd Order and Gbv^tnnWnt» which he 
hath brought forth by his own Revelation and 
Power, thrbugh his faithful Wiiiifefles. Thislfar-f 
thcr teftify, firft. That the Enemy by thefe fair, 
Pretences firikes at the godly Care and Travail that 
dwells upon the Spirits of many faithful Brethren,] 
that all Things mijght be preferved fweet, comely, 
virtuous, and of good Report in- the Church of 
God. Secondly,- That there never was greater 
Neceility of this godly Care than at this Day, iince 
we were a Pfcople, wherein the Crofs by too many 
is not fo clofely kept to, as in Days paft, and in 
which there is not only a great Convincement, but 
a young Generation defcended of Friends, who 
though they retain the Form their Education hath 
Jed them into, yet many of them adorn not the 
Gofpel with that fcnfible, weighty, and heavenly 
Converiation, as becomes the Children of the unde- 
filed Religion, and the Seed of that precious Faith 
which works by the Love that overcomes the 
World. And the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, 
that hath fent his Son Chrift Jefus a Light into Our 
Hearts and Cohfciences, to whofe Search and Judg- 
ment all ought to, and muft, bring their Deeds, and 
render up their Account, beareth holy Record, that 
for this End hath he moved upon the Spirits of his 
Servants, and for this good End only have his Ser- 
vants given forth, recommended, and put in Prac- 
tice thofe Things that are now in godly Ufe among 
his People, whether in this or other Nations, relat- 
ing to Men and Women's Meetings, and their divers 
and weighty Services. And further ; in the Fear 
of the Almighty God, I Ihall add, that heavenly 
Peace and Profpcrity dwell with thofe who are 
found in a holy and zealous Prafticc of them ; 
wherefore I warn all, that they take Heed of a 
(light and obftinate Mind, and that they have a 
Care how they give Way to the Outcry of fom<^, 
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fitlfly ehtitutod, liberty of ConTcience againft Iiit« 
poflddii» &r. for the End thereof is to lead faacit 
ag^Eudi and g^ve Eafe to the carnal Mind, which, at 
laft» will bring Death ag^ upon the Soul to God« 
and the living Society of his Qiildren. And in- 
deedi it is a great Shame that any who have ever 
known the Truth cS God m the inward Par^, and 
the fwcet Societv of Brethren, efpeciall)^ thofe who 
were early in the Work of this hlejQTed Gtey and 
heavenly Difpenlation, Ihould fo far depart from 
the Fear and Awe of the Lord, as to ufe fuch un- 
iavory, as well as untrue Expreflipns \ this is v^ 
, far from that meek Spirit or Jefus, and the firft 

Lx>ve, which they pretend to have fofiii|;uhu-ly kqpt 
id, which beareth all Things, fufiereth z3X Thtn^, 
and endureth all Things, ai3 teacheth to keep the 
Word cf Patience in die Hour of Tribulation : 
Nay, but this is judging of ipiritiud Tlungs with 
a cainal and prejudiced Mind, ftumbling at the 
Matter, for the &ke of the Perfbns through whom 
it comes, not eying nor weighing the Spirit the 
Thing arifes from, but the Perfbn by whom it is 
fpokcn, which darkens the Eye of the Underfland- 
ing, and blinds by Prejudice the Mind that ihould 
difcern, tafte, and judge; from whence many Mif- 
chiefs have iprung to the Church of Chrift in divers 
Ages : Nor is it the leaft Evil this Spirit of Strife 
is giailty of, even at this Day, that it ufeth the 
Words, Liberty of Confcience and Impofition againft 
the Brethren, in the iame Manner as our fusing 
Friends have been always accuftpmed to intend them 
againft the pnerfecuting Priefts and Powers of the 
£uth, as if it were the fame Thing to admonijQi 
and reprove conceited, high-minded, loofe or con- 
tentious Perfons in the Church, as to compel Con- 
formity in Matters of Faith and Worfhip, by 
worldly Violence upon the Perfons and Eftates of 
confcientious Diffenters : O fuch Iniquity God will 
not leave unrcproved ! 

This, 
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This, dear Friends, I fend amongft you, as a 
Token of my true Love, in the Revelation of the 
free Spirit of our God and Father, who have ever 
been a Friend to true Liberty, as in the State accord- 
ing to Law, fo in the Church according to Scripture, 
and as it 'ftandeth in the Truth of Jefus, that makes 
them who love it Free indeed. Let us all keep low, 
and remember the Rock frocn whence we were newp, 
and dwell in a tender and reverent Senfe of the 
daily Mercies and Providences of the Lord, looking 
well to our own Growth and Profperity in his hea- 
venly Way and Work, then Ihall the Defire of our 
Hearts be more and more after him, and the Re- 
memteance of his Name, and with our Love to 
God, will our Love encreafe one towards another, 
helping and aiding one another: And I no w&ys 
doubt, but God, that has brought us out of the 
Land of Eg'jft^ and out of the Houfe of Bondage, ' 
and delivered us from the Mouth of the Lion, and 
the Paw of the Bear, will preferve his People from 
this uncircumcifed Spirit that is not in Covenant with 
God, nor under the Yoke of his holy Royal Law of 
true fpiritual Liberty ; for they that keep and walk 
in the Light of Jefus, are fenced from the Power of 
this crooked Serpent, that feeks whom he may 
betray ; nor are any ftung by him but the Un- 
watchful, the Lifteners and Harkeners after his jea- 
lous Whifpcrs, and detrafting Infinuations : They 
are fuch as make their Dwelling in the Earth, where 
his Region is, and where he creeps and twifts, who 
is earthly, fenlua), and devilifh, and fo is all the 
Wifdc»m that comes from him. 

My dear E^riends, keep, I pray you, in the Simpli- 
city of the Truth and Crofs of Jefus, and wait for your 
daily Bread, arid to be daily renewed from the Lord ; 
lo6k to your Increafe about eternal Riches, and be 
fure to lay up Treafure in Heaven, that fadeth not 
away, that your Faith and Hope may have eternal 
Foundations, which the crofs Occurrences of Time 
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and Fears of Mortality cannot move 5 and beware 
of that Joofe and irreverent Spirit, which has not 
thole in high Eftcem among you, that are faithful 
in the Lord's Work, and that labour in his blefied 
Word and Dodrine : I plainly fee a Coldiiefe and 
a Shortnefs on this hand, and be the Pretence as it 
will, it is not pleafing to the Lord : They that love 
_^ Chrift, his Servants are dear to them, and they bear 
a tender Regard to their Trials, Travails, Spend- 
ings, and SufFecings, who fcek not yours, but you, 
that you may all be prefented blamelefs at the Com^ 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
that fo the Gofpel Miniftry and Teftimony may be 
held up with holy fervent Love and godly Efteem, 
tp the keeping under every raw and exalted Mind, 
and whatever may flight and turn againft it, left 
God that has richly vifited us with his Fatherlv Vi- 
fitations and Day-fpringing from on High, fhould 
remove his Bleffing irom amongft us, and place his 
Candleftick amidft another People, Be wife there- 
fore, O Friends! For behold, he is at the Door 
f hat muft have an Account of your Stewardfliip : 
Be watchiul, keep to your firft Love ^nd Works, 
t}iat fo you may endure to the End and be faved : 
And having overcome, you may have Right to 
eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the midft of 
the Paradife of God, 
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The God of Peace^ who bath brought our dear Lord 
Jefus from the Dead^ and us with biniy more abun^ 
jdantly enrich you all i/pitb Wifdom and Knofvledge^ 
in the Revelation of himfelf^ through Faith in his 
Spnj by whom in thefe laji Days he hath fpoken 
to us^ who is the blejfed and only Potentate^ Kng 
of Kings^ and Lord of Lords^ who only hath Im- 
mortality ; to whom be Honour and Power ever- 
lajiing. Amen. 

« 

Tour Friend and Brother in the Tribulation and Salva^ 
tion of the enduring Kingdom of our God^ ' 



-Warninghurft in Suffcx, 

uAV!"" ^' William Pena 
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